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Grief Observed
Alister McGrath and Joanna Collicutt McGrath present a reliable assessment of The God Delusion by
Richard Dawkins, famed atheist and scientist, and the many questions this book raises--including, above
all, the relevance of faith and the quest for meaning.

Why We Believe What We Believe
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Why does God hide – day-in and day-out – from those of us who yearn to hear His voice? When we do
good, there’s no heavenly applause. When we do evil, no divine rebuke. And when great horrors visit us,
He rarely intervenes. In good times and bad, there’s just silence . . . the awful silence of God. Now
comes Why God Hides, this magnum opus of Fr. John Portavella, written after many decades of
listening to God’s silence – in his own life and in that of thousands of his parishioners. Those years of
listening, reading, thinking, and praying have made ever more clear to him – and with the help of this
book, will make clear to you– that, in fact . . . God is not silent nor is He hidden, if only you know how
to listen and learn where to look. Time and again in the events of salvation history and in the trials and
joys of our daily lives, Fr. Portavella here unveils the Face of God and lets us hear His voice, speaking in
every instance words of sweet love. Why God Hides is a remarkable, once-in-a-lifetime book that
scatters the darkness of our minds, giving us myriad glimpses of our supposedly hidden God, bringing
with each of those glimpses the consolation and joys we have yearned for so long.

When God Doesn't Answer Your Prayer
Release God’s Healing Power In Your Life! Every Christian has been sent and empowered by Jesus to
heal the sick. The problem is that many of us don’t know how to practically complete this task. We
either think that miraculous healing has passed away, that the healing ministry is only available to
special leaders, or that God simply picks and chooses who He decides to heal. In Power to Heal,
international evangelist, teacher and apostolic voice, Randy Clark, gives you eight practical, Bible-based
tools that will help you start praying for the sick… and see them supernaturally healed! You’ll learn how
to: Receive and share words of knowledge for healing Pray with authority to release God’s power Keep
Page 2/28

Access PDF Why God Wont Go Away Brain Science And The Biology Of
Belief
ministering to people when they don’t instantly get healed Use the five-step prayer model Step out, take
risks and watch God do the miraculous Discover the amazing truth about supernatural healing—that God
wants to use you to release His miraculous power today!

The God I Never Knew
In this eloquent account of her current struggle with physical pain, Joni Eareckson Tada offers her
perspective on divine healing, God’s purposes, and what it means to live with joy. Over four decades
ago, a diving accident left Joni a quadriplegic. Today, she faces a new battle: unrelenting pain. The
ongoing urgency of this season in her life has caused Joni to return to foundational questions about
suffering and God’s will. A Place of Healing is not an ivory-tower treatise on suffering. It’s an intimate
look into the life of a mature woman of God. Whether readers are enduring physical pain, financial loss,
or relational grief, Joni invites them to process their suffering with her. Together, they will navigate the
distance between God’s magnificent yes and heartbreaking no—and find new hope for thriving inbetween.

Power to Heal
Addresses some of the questions raised by Christians with same-sex attraction. As a Christian who
experiences same-sex attraction, is it possible to live a life that's both faithful and fulfiling? Rachel
Gilson wants to show you that it is and that it's not just a case of limping to the finish line, it's possible to
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run the race with joy. In this powerful and personal book, she describes her own unexpected journey of
coming out and coming to faith and what came next. As she does so, she addresses many of the
questions that Christians living with same-sex attraction are wrestling with: Am I consigned to a life of
loneliness? How do I navigate my friendships? Will my desires ever change? Is there some greater
purpose to all this? What comes next, and next, and next? Drawing on insights from the Bible and the
experiences of others, Born Again This Way provides assurance and encouragement for Christians with
same-sex attraction, and paints a compelling picture of discipleship for every believer. Whatever your
sexuality, this book is an inspiring testimony of how a life submitted to Jesus will be fulfilling and
fruitful, but not always in the ways we might expect.

God and the Pandemic
In our default state, our brains constantly get in the way of effective communication. They are lazy,
angry, immature, and distracted. They can make a difficult conversation impossible. But Andrew
Newberg, M.D., and Mark Waldman have discovered a powerful strategy called Compassionate
Communication that allows two brains to work together as one. Using brainscans as well as data
collected from workshops given to MBA students at Loyola Marymount University, and clinical data
from both couples in therapy and organizations helping caregivers cope with patient suffering, Newberg
and Waldman have seen that Compassionate Communication can reposition a difficult conversation to
lead to a satisfying conclusion. Whether you are negotiating with your boss or your spouse, the brain
works the same way and responds to the same cues. The truth, though, is that you don't have to
understand how Compassionate Communication works. You just have to do it. Some of the simple and
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effective takeaways in this book include: • Make sure you are relaxed; yawning several times before (not
during) the meeting will do the trick • Never speak for more than 20-30 seconds at a time. After that they
other person's window of attention closes. • Use positive speech; you will need at least three positives to
overcome the effect of every negative used • Speak slowly; pause between words. This is critical, but
really hard to do. • Respond to the other person; do not shift the conversation. • Remember that the brain
can only hold onto about four ideas at one time Highly effective across a wide range of settings,
Compassionate Communication is an excellent tool for conflict resolution but also for simply getting
your point across or delivering difficult news.

When God Doesn't Fix It
Looks at the processes in which cells receive information, arguing that DNA is controlled by signals
from outside the cell that emanate from one's positive and negative thoughts.

Why God Hides
Does God truly love all persons? Most Christians think the obvious answer to this question is, "Yes, of
course he does!" Indeed, many Christians would agree that the very heart of the gospel is that God so
loved the whole world that he gave his Son to make salvation available for every single person. This
book shows that one of the most popular and resurgent theological movements in the contemporary
evangelical church--namely, Calvinism--cannot coherently and consistently affirm this vital claim about
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the love of God. While some Calvinists forthrightly deny that God loves everyone, more commonly
Calvinists attempt to affirm the love of God for all persons in terms that are compatible with their
doctrines that Christ died only for the elect--those persons God has unconditionally chosen to save. This
book shows that the Calvinist attempts to affirm God's love for all persons are fraught with severe
philosophical and theological difficulties. Calvinism, then, should be rejected in favor of a theology that
can forthrightly and consistently affirm the love of God for all persons. Nothing less is at stake than the
very heart of the gospel.

The Biology of Belief
Health is something everyone wants. Billions of dollars are spent each year trying to retain or restore
health. It is a basic desire of all mankind. Anyone who likes sickness must be mentally sick! Yet,
religion has told us that God is the one who wants us sick. It even tries to make us believe that sickness
is a blessing. That's just not true. God wants you well. Healing is in Christ's Atonement. Jesus died for
our health just as much as He died for the forgiveness of our sins. This has to be the foundation of our
faith for healing. Many Scriptures relate the healing of our bodies and the forgiveness of our sins in the
same verse. Jesus went about healing all who were oppressed of the devil and told us to do the same.
Jesus hasn't changed, it's the people who represent Him who have changed. What about Paul's thorn in
the flesh? It is commonly believed that the apostle Paul had a sickness for which he besought the Lord
for healing three times, and the Lord wouldn't heal him. From that assumption, people teach that God
sometimes wants us sick. In this book, Andrew reveals what Paul's thorn in the flesh was, and it wasn't
sickness. If it is God's will to heal everyone, then why isn't everyone healed? It's not because of God.
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And it's not just because we don't have enough faith. We do have the faith to be healed. Jesus said the
problem is our unbelief - unbelief cancels out faith. Instead of trying to get more faith or bigger faith, we
just need a pure faith that isn't negated by unbelief. There are laws that govern the spiritual world just as
there are laws that govern the physical realm. Electricity has been around since the beginning of the
world, but mankind didn't benefit from electricity until recently, not because it didn't work, but because
of our ignorance of the laws of electricity. Likewise, God's healing is here and available. It's only our
ignorance of the laws which control the flow of God's power that keeps us from benefiting from it.

God Can't
Is it possible that good things can come out of our broken dreams? Worship leader and recording artist
Laura Story’s life took an unexpected turn when her husband, Martin, was diagnosed with a brain tumor.
Their lives would never be the same. Yes, with God all things are possible. But the devastating news
was that no cure existed to restore Martin’s short-term memory, eyesight, and other complications. The
fairy-tale life Laura had dreamed of was no longer possible. And yet in struggling with God about how
to live with broken dreams, Laura has found joy and a deeper intimacy with Jesus. In When God
Doesn’t Fix It, Laura helps readers understand that: We aren’t the only ones whose lives have taken
unexpected turns Even heroes of our faith experienced brokenness Despite our flaws and stories, God
can use us in extraordinary ways God may not fix everything. In fact, although your situation might not
ever change or get better, with Jesus you can. Not because of your faith, but because of the faithfulness
of their God.
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Plato at the Googleplex
God Wants You Well
The world's leading neurologist on out-of-body and near-death experiences shows that spirituality is as
much a part of our basic biological makeup as our sex drive or survival instinct. If Buddha had been in
an MRI machine and not under the Bodhi tree when he attained enlightenment, what would we have
seen on the monitor? Dr. Kevin Nelson offers an answer to that question that is beyond what any
scientist has previously encountered on the borderlands of consciousness. In his cutting-edge research,
Nelson has discovered that spiritual experiences take place in one of the most primitive areas of the
brain. In this eloquent, inspired, and reverent book, he relates the moving stories of patients and research
subjects, brain scan analysis, evolutionary biology, and beautiful examples of transcendence from
literature to reveal the machinery in our heads that enables us to perceive miracles-whether you are an
atheist, Buddhist, or the most devout Catholic. The patients and people Nelson discuss have had an
extremely diverse set of spiritual experiences, from arguing with the devil sitting at the foot of their
hospital bed to seeing the universe synchronize around the bouncing of the ball in a pinball machine.
However, the bizarre experiences don't make the people seem like freaks; they seem strangely very
much like us, in surprising ways. Ultimately Nelson makes clear that spiritual experiences are not the
exception in human life, but rather an inescapable and precious part of every one of us.
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Sacred Marriage
The recent rise of the New Atheism has aroused great general interest, thrown up questions of
fundamental importance, and started a fascinating conversation. Why God Won't Go Away invites us to
join in. The volume opens with a survey of the main ideas of the New Atheism, as expressed in the
works of Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris and Christopher Hitchens. We then examine the
core views of the movement closely, making due reference to its 'virtual community' of websites and
blogs. Subjects explored include: whether religion is delusional and evil, the belief that human beings
are fundamentally good, whether we should have faith only in what can be proved through reason and
science, the idea that the best hope for humanity is a 'New Enlightenment' The result is a lively and
highly thought-provoking volume that poses a number of interesting questions. Why is religion
experiencing a resurgence in the twenty-first century, when we are meant to have grown out of such a
primitive fixation? Has the New Atheism's fascination with rationality led to a fatal underestimation of
the longing of the human heart to adore? And if, as Christopher Hitchens writes in exasperation, religion
is 'ineradicable', doesn't this tiresome fact suggest that dismissing belief in God as irrational and
unscientific might just be a waste of time?

36 Arguments for the Existence of God
Examines the question of why God allows suffering, sharing what the author learned in his meetings
with those who have experienced loss in major tragedies to illustrate how pain often strengthens the
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sufferer's faith in God.

Why God Won't Go Away
Discover a different way of seeing and responding to the Coronavirus pandemic, an approach drawing
on Scripture, Christian history, and the way of living, thinking, and praying revealed to us by Jesus.
What are we supposed to think about the Coronavirus crisis? Some people think they know: "This is a
sign of the End," they say. "It's all predicted in the book of Revelation." Others disagree but are equally
clear: "This is a call to repent. God is judging the world and through this disease he's telling us to
change." Some join in the chorus of blame and condemnation: "It's the fault of the Chinese, the
government, the World Health Organization…" N. T. Wright examines these reactions to the virus and
finds them wanting. Instead, he shows that a careful reading of the Bible and Christian history offers
simple though profound answers to our many questions, including: What should be the Christian
response? How should we think about God? How do we live in the present? Why should we lament?
What should we learn about ourselves? How do we recover? Written by one of the world's foremost
New Testament scholars, God and the Pandemic will serve as your guide to read the events of today
through the light of Jesus' death and resurrection.

The Dawkins Delusion?
Explains the purpose of the Holy Spirit in a Christian's life as a guide, friend, and comforter.
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The Christian Atheist
From the bestselling author of A History of God and The Great Transformation comes a balanced,
nuanced understanding of the role religion plays in human life and the trajectory of faith in modern
times. Why has God become incredible? Why is it that atheists and theists alike now think and speak
about God in a way that veers so profoundly from the thinking of our ancestors? Moving from the
Paleolithic Age to the present, Karen Armstrong details the lengths to which humankind has gone to
experience a sacred reality that it called God, Brahman, Nirvana, Allah, or Dao. She examines the
diminished impulse toward religion in our own time when a significant number of people either want
nothing to do with God or question the efficacy of faith. With her trademark depth of knowledge and
profound insight, Armstrong elucidates how the changing world has necessarily altered the importance
of religion at both societal and individual levels. And she makes a powerful, convincing argument for
structuring a faith that speaks to the needs of our dangerously polarized age. From the Hardcover
edition.

I Am Strong
This book is not a before-and-after story. Our culture treats suffering like a problem to fix, a blight to
hide, or the sad start of a transformation story. We silently, secretly wither under the pressure of living
as though suffering is a predicament we can avoid or annihilate by working hard enough or having
enough faith. When your prayers for healing haven't been answered, the fog of depression isn't lifting,
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your marriage is ending in divorce, or grief won't go away, it's easy to feel you've failed God and, worse,
he's failed you. If God loves us, why does he allow us to hurt? Over a decade ago chronic illness
plunged therapist and writer K.J. Ramsey straight into this paradox. Before her illness, faith made sense.
But when pain came and never left, K.J. had to find a way across the widening canyon that seemed to
separate God's goodness from her excruciating circumstances. She wanted to conquer suffering. Instead,
she encountered the God who chose it. She wanted to make pain past-tense. Instead, God invited her into
a bigger story. This Too Shall Last offers an antidote to our cultural idolatry of effort and ease. Through
personal story and insights from neuroscience and theology, Ramsey invites us to let our tears become
lenses of the wonder that before God ever rescues us, he stands in solidarity with us. We are all midstory in circumstances we did not choose, wondering when our hard things will end and where grace will
come if they don’t. We don't need to make suffering a before-and-after story. Together we can encounter
the grace that enters the middle of our stories, where living with suffering that lingers means receiving
God's presence that lasts.

Where is God in a Coronavirus World?
The best-selling author of Why Evolution Is True discusses the negative role of religion in education,
politics, medicine and social policy, explaining how religion cannot provide verifiable or responsible
answers to world problems.

Alone With Others
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Insightful and heart-warming, this classic book is written for those who seek to know God better. It
unfolds life-impacting, biblical truths and has been called a "soul-stirring celebration of the pleasures of
knowing God."

The Problem of Pain
A collection of writings from classical and contemporary theologians and Bible teachers encouraging
believers to face death with a firm and confident belief in the character and promises of God.

A Place of Healing
Barbara Kingsolver's acclaimed international bestseller tells the story of an American missionary family
in the Congo during a poignant chapter in African history. It spins the tale of the fierce evangelical
Baptist, Nathan Price, who takes his wife and four daughters on a missionary journey into the heart of
darkness of the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them to Africa all they believe they will need
from home, but soon find that all of it - from garden seeds to the King James Bible - is calamitously
transformed on African soil. Told from the perspective of the five women, this is a compelling
exploration of African history, religion, family, and the many paths to redemption. The Poisonwood
Bible was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize in 1999 and was chosen as the best reading group novel ever
at the Penguin/Orange Awards. It continues to be read and adored by millions worldwide.
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Words Can Change Your Brain
A chance meeting with a former US Army Special Forces officer AKA Candyman in war-torn Kabul
sets Shiv, a disillusioned civil engineer, from the comforts of Mumbai on a journey to find his inner
peace. The craggy peaks and troughs of the Karakoram Range echo the ups and downs of Shiv’s life as
he seeks answers to questions of life, destiny and happiness. In a way, Shiv’s travails are no different
from that of millions of others seeking answers to the apparent unfairness in life’s distribution of
bounties and miseries. Keeping him company in this quest is Nasir, a dour-faced Pashtun, who struggles
with his own torments as he despairs at the caprices of fate. But what is a former US army officer doing
amidst the ruins of Kabul living in a tent house, and why does the American go by the moniker
“Candyman”? The answer to this innocuous question hides in itself the purpose of life we seek and how
and why happiness eludes most, despite religion, religious structures, gods and godmen and most
important of all… why God won’t help! Or will He?

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go
How does the mind experience the sacred? What biological mechanisms are involved in mystical states
and trances? Is there a neurological basis for patterns in comparative religions? Does religion have an
evolutionary function? This pathbreaking work by two leading medical researchers explores the
neurophysiology of religious experience. Building on an explanation of the basic structure of the brain,
the authors focus on parts most relevant to human experience, emotion, and cognition. On this basis,
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they plot how the brain is involved in mystical experiences. Successive chapters apply this scheme to
mythmaking, ritual and liturgy, meditation, near-death experiences, and theology itself. Anchored in
such research, the authors also sketch the implications of their work for philosophy, science, theology,
and the future of religion.

How God Changes Your Brain
Written after his wife's tragic death as a way of surviving the "mad midnight moment," A Grief
Observed is C.S. Lewis's honest reflection on the fundamental issues of life, death, and faith in the midst
of loss. This work contains his concise, genuine reflections on that period: "Nothing will shake a man -or at any rate a man like me -- out of his merely verbal thinking and his merely notional beliefs. He has
to be knocked silly before he comes to his senses. Only torture will bring out the truth. Only under
torture does he discover it himself." This is a beautiful and unflinchingly homest record of how even a
stalwart believer can lose all sense of meaning in the universe, and how he can gradually regain his
bearings.

The Poisonwood Bible
More than a decade ago, Jerry Sittser prayed for the protection of his family, yet three of his loved
ones—his daughter, his wife, and his mother—died in an automobile accident. What went wrong? “Why
wasn’t my prayer answered?” he asks. “It is no longer an abstract question to me. What should we do
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and how should we respond when our prayers—prayers that seem right and true and good—go
unanswered?”In When God Doesn’t Answer Your Prayer, Sittser continues exploring the issues he
addressed in A Grace Disguised. He asks, “Why doesn’t God answer our prayers? What, if anything, can
we do about it?” Sittser is intensely committed to exploring the Christian faith, especially when it
doesn’t seem to “work.” In this thoughtful and beautifully written book, he moves beyond easy answers
and religious formulas to explore the goodness and greatness of a God who cannot be controlled but can
be trusted. When God Doesn’t Answer Your Prayer takes an honest and probing look at the problem of
unanswered prayer. In doing so, it draws us ever deeper into a relationship with the God who is the end
of all our prayers, the object of our faith, the one who fulfills our deepest longings.

Mystical Mind
In this popular bestselling book (with more than 500,000 copies sold), Gary Thomas uncovers how your
marriage can become a doorway to a closer walk with God and each other. Happy is good. But holy is
better. Your marriage is more than a sacred covenant with another person. It is a spiritual discipline
designed to help you know God better, trust him more fully, and love him more deeply. What if God’s
primary intent for your marriage isn’t to make you happy . . . but holy? Sacred Marriage doesn't just
offer techniques to make a marriage happier. It does contain practical tools, but what married Christians
most need is help in becoming holier husbands and wives. Sacred Marriage offers that help with insights
from Scripture, church history, time tested wisdom from Christian classics, and examples from today's
marriages. Sacred Marriage reveals how marriage trains us to love God and others well, how it exposes
sin and makes us more aware of God's presence, how good marriages foster good prayer, how married
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sex feeds the spiritual life, and more. The revised edition of Sacred Marriage takes into account the ways
men's and women's roles have expanded since the book was first written. It has been streamlined to be a
faster read without losing the depth that so many readers have valued. Sacred Marriage uncovers the
mystery of God’s overarching purpose. This book may very well alter profoundly the contours of your
marriage. It will most certainly change you. Because whether it is delightful or difficult, your marriage
can become a doorway to a closer walk with God, and to a spiritual integrity that, like salt, seasons the
world around you with the savor of Christ. Also available: Sacred Marriage gift edition, small group
video study and study guide, Spanish edition, and more.

Faith Versus Fact
Why must humanity suffer? In this elegant and thoughtful work, C. S. Lewis questions the pain and
suffering that occur everyday and how this contrasts with the notion of a God that is both omnipotent
and good. An answer to this critical theological problem is found within these pages.

This Too Shall Last
Growing up, all my friends would have described my family as a Christian family. I assumed all my
friends were Christians as well. We all believed in God. We occasionally attended church. We were
good people. Even though we believed in God, we didn’t know his word, didn’t understand the gospel,
and didn’t pursue his will. We believed in God, but we lived as if he didn’t exist.After pastoring for
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eighteen years, I’ve noticed a large percentage of people in my church living similar lives. Some seem to
be Christian in name only without a lot of visible spiritual fruit. Others boldly claim Christ is Lord while
living lives diametrically opposed to the teachings in scripture.The more I looked, the more I found
Christian Atheists everywhere. While it is often easy to spot the hypocrisy in others, it is generally more
difficult to see in the mirror. One day in an honest moment, I painfully admitted that although I
unquestionably believed in God, I was leading the church as if he didn’t exist. I wrongly depended more
on my own abilities than on his Spirit. Sadly, I dangerously cared more what people thought about me
than what God thought about me. And although I preached about putting your whole faith in God, I still
lived as if everything was up to me.The book Christian Atheism reflects my personal journey toward a
more authentic God-honoring life.

Born Again This Way
Psychology professor Cass Seltzer finds his relationship challenged by a former girlfriend's invitation to
join her biochemistry experiment in immortality, an effort that is complicated by his ongoing quest to
understand religion.

The Spiritual Doorway in the Brain
For many, the Christian life looks like this: You call out to God. Your problems get worse. You suffer
and wait. Nothing changes. Author John S. Dickerson knows the feeling. A rare health condition drove
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him to examine the Bible's claim that "when I am weak, then I am strong." As a journalist, Dickerson
has seen severe human suffering. As a pastor, he has comforted others through unimaginable grief. He
wrote I Am Strong to give understanding, hope, and strength to the hurting. In its chapters, I Am Strong
equips you to: Unlock God’s strength for your difficulties. Understand how a loving God will resolve
your pain. Know God's plan to repurpose your pain, injustice, and inadequacy. Understand why your
suffering does not mean God is punishing you. Overcome life's circumstances as Christ and Paul did.
Discover the life-changing power of God's strength in your weakness. I Am Strong breathes hope and
comfort. Much more, it offers daily practices and lifelong vision on which to build an unshakeable life
of meaning and peace.

God Won't Help
Geralt the Witcher -- revered and hated -- holds the line against the monsters plaguing humanity in this
collection of adventures in the New York Times bestselling series that inspired the Netflix show and the
hit video games. Geralt is a Witcher, a man whose magic powers, enhanced by long training and a
mysterious elixir, have made him a brilliant fighter and a merciless assassin. Yet he is no ordinary
murderer: his targets are the multifarious monsters and vile fiends that ravage the land and attack the
innocent. But not everything monstrous-looking is evil and not everything fair is good. . .and in every
fairy tale there is a grain of truth. The Last Wish story collection is the perfect introduction to a one of a
kind fantasy world. And look out for The Tower of Fools, book one of Andrzej Sapkowski's Hussite
Trilogy, coming in October 2020!
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The Book of Mormon
Will there be sex in heaven? Are miraculous gifts for today? Does God ever change His mind? Such
difficult questions often intrigue us, readily confuse us, and sometimes disturb us. Drawing on nearly 40
years of teaching and ministry experience, pastor-scholar Sam Storms answers 25 challenging questions
Christians are often too afraid to ask, addressing thorny issues ranging from the eternal destiny of infants
to the roles of demons and angels. The robust, thoughtful answers provided in this book offer a helpful
alternative to relying on simplistic explanations, and will encourage you in the search for truth and
clarity on such tough topics.

Why God Won't Go Away
Hurting people ask heart-felt questions about God and suffering. Some "answers" they receive appeal to
mystery: “God’s ways are not our ways”. Some answers say God allows evil for a greater purpose. Some
say evil is God's punishment. The usual answers fail. They don't support the truth that God loves
everyone all the time. God Can't gives a believable answer to why a good and powerful God doesn't
prevent evil. Author Thomas Jay Oord says God’s love is inherently uncontrolling. God loves everyone
and everything, so God can't control anyone or anything. This means God cannot prevent evil
singlehandedly. God can’t stop evildoers, whether human, animal, organism, or inanimate objects and
forces. In God Can't, Oord gives a plausible reason why some are healed, but many others are not. God
always works to heal everyone, but sometimes our bodies, organisms, or other creatures do not
Page 20/28

Access PDF Why God Wont Go Away Brain Science And The Biology Of
Belief
cooperate with God's healing work. Or the conditions of creation are not right for the healing God wants
to do. Some people think God causes or allows suffering to teach us lessons or build our character. God
Can't disagrees. Oord says God squeezes good from the evil God didn’t want in the first place. God uses
pain and suffering without willing or even allowing it. Most people think God can overcome evil
singlehandedly. In God Can't, Oord says God needs cooperation for love to reign now and later. This
leads to a better view of the afterlife called “relentless love.” It rejects traditional ideas of heaven, hell,
and annihilation. Relentless love holds to the possibility all creatures and all creation will respond to
God’s love. God Can't is written in understandable language. As a world-renown theologian, Thomas
Jay Oord brings credibility to the book’s radical ideas. He explains these ideas through true stories,
illustrations, and scripture. God Can't is for those who want answers to tragedy, abuse, and other evils
that make sense! What They're Saying “If conventional notions of God make less and less sense to you,
you’ll find Thomas Jay Oord’s new book a breath of fresh air. Simply put, “God Can’t” presents an
understanding of God that thoughtful, ethical people can believe in.” -- Brian D. McLaren, author of The
Great Spiritual Migration "I did not want this book to end. I wish Dr. Oord had written it 100 years ago,
or 1000 years ago To find your understanding of life and your love for God renewed, read this book." -Dr. Karen Strand Winslow, Ph.D., Biblical and Jewish Studies Professor of Bible, Azusa Pacific
University "As a clinical psychologist working with people in trauma, I owe Thomas Jay Oord an
enormous debt of gratitude for recasting the so-called problem of evil in terms that are conceptually
satisfying, theologically consistent, and pastorally liberating.” -- Dr Roger Bretherton- Principal Lecturer
at the University of Lincoln (UK), Chair of the British Association of Christians in Psychology “Victims
of trauma sometimes hear theological responses that imply their suffering is somehow “God’s will." A
more careful theological reflection on the nature of the power of a God who is love can help. Oord gives
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us a clear and compelling alternative in this profoundly insightful and admirably concrete and accessible
book.” -- Dr. Anna Case-Winters, Professor of Theology at McCormick Theological Seminary “I know
of no book that speaks to suffering with the depth of theological sophistication and psychological
sensitivity as God Can’t. This book is a rare combination of depth and accessibility, truly written for the
wounded. I recommend it to my students, parishioners, and therapy clients.” -- Dr. Brad D. Strawn,
Professor of the Integration of Psychology and Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

The Question That Never Goes Away
Originally published in hardcover: New York: Pantheon, a division of Random House LLC, 2014.

Desiring God
How belief in a loving and sovereign God helps us to make sense of and cope with the coronavirus
outbreak. We are living through a unique, era-defining period. Many of our old certainties have gone,
whatever our view of the world and whatever our beliefs. The coronavirus pandemic and its effects are
perplexing and unsettling for all of us. How do we begin to think it through and cope with it? In this
short yet profound book, Oxford mathematics professor John Lennox examines the coronavirus in light
of various belief systems and shows how the Christian worldview not only helps us to make sense of it,
but also offers us a sure and certain hope to cling to.
Page 22/28

Access PDF Why God Wont Go Away Brain Science And The Biology Of
Belief
The Case for God
Why have we humans always longed to connect with something larger than ourselves? Why does
consciousness inevitably involve us in a spiritual quest? Why, in short, won't God go away?
Theologians, philosophers, and psychologists have debated this question through the ages, arriving at a
range of contradictory and ultimately unprovable answers. But in this brilliant, groundbreaking new
book, researchers Andrew Newberg and Eugene d'Aquili offer an explanation that is at once profoundly
simple and scientifically precise: the religious impulse is rooted in the biology of the brain. Newberg and
d'Aquili base this revolutionary conclusion on a long-term investigation of brain function and behavior
as well as studies they conducted using high-tech imaging techniques to examine the brains of
meditating Buddhists and Franciscan nuns at prayer. What they discovered was that intensely focused
spiritual contemplation triggers an alteration in the activity of the brain that leads us to perceive
transcendent religious experiences as solid and tangibly real. In other words, the sensation that Buddhists
call "oneness with the universe" and the Franciscans attribute to the palpable presence of God is not a
delusion or a manifestation of wishful thinking but rather a chain of neurological events that can be
objectively observed, recorded, and actually photographed. The inescapable conclusion is that God is
hard-wired into the human brain. In Why God Won't Go Away, Newberg and d'Aquili document their
pioneering explorations in the field of neurotheology, an emerging discipline dedicated to understanding
the complex relationship between spirituality and the brain. Along the way, they delve into such
essential questions as whether humans are biologically compelled to make myths; what is the
evolutionary connection between religious ecstasy and sexual orgasm; what do Near Death Experiences
reveal about the nature of spiritual phenomena; and how does ritual create its own neurological
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environment. As their journey unfolds, Newberg and d'Aquili realize that a single, overarching question
lies at the heart of their pursuit: Is religion merely a product of biology or has the human brain been
mysteriously endowed with the unique capacity to reach and know God? Blending cutting-edge science
with illuminating insights into the nature of consciousness and spirituality, Why God Won't Go Away
bridges faith and reason, mysticism and empirical data. The neurological basis of how the brain
identifies the "real" is nothing short of miraculous. This fascinating, eye-opening book dares to explore
both the miracle and the biology of our enduring relationship with God. From the Hardcover edition.

Tough Topics
The author of Buddhism Without Beliefs bridges the gap between Western and Eastern philosophy with
this humanist approach to Buddhism. This uniquely contemporary guide to understanding the timeless
message of Buddhism, and in particular its relevance in actual human relations, was inspired by
Shantideva’s Guide to the Bodhisattva’s Way Of Life, which the author translated into English, the oral
instructions of living Buddhist masters, Heidegger’s classic Being and Time, and the writings of the
Christian theologians Paul Tillich and John MacQuarrie. “The text is written with unusual clarity of
style, making difficult matters readily accessible . . . It fills a serious gap in the dialogue between East
and West, and does so in the most sensitive, most intelligent, and most careful way . . . Batchelor’s
strategy—to use the Western disciplines in order to make Buddhism accessible to the Westerner—is, I
think, highly successful. The book makes a fine introduction.” —David Michael Levin, Department of
Philosophy, Northwestern University “Magnificent-inspiring! . . . This excellent book has come to me
personally as an illuminating text, despite my close on sixty years’ concern with Buddhism . . .
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[Batchelor’s] approach is likely to appeal to many categories of readers who have hitherto never
considered Buddhism as having great relevance to themselves.” —John Blofeld, from the Foreword

Does God Love Everyone?
God is great—for your mental, physical, and spiritual health. Based on new evidence culled from brainscan studies, a wide-reaching survey of people’s religious and spiritual experiences, and the authors’
analyses of adult drawings of God, neuroscientist Andrew Newberg and therapist Mark Robert Waldman
offer the following breakthrough discoveries: • Not only do prayer and spiritual practice reduce stress,
but just twelve minutes of meditation per day may slow down the aging process. • Contemplating a
loving God rather than a punitive God reduces anxiety and depression and increases feelings of security,
compassion, and love. • Fundamentalism, in and of itself, can be personally beneficial, but the prejudice
generated by extreme beliefs can permanently damage your brain. • Intense prayer and meditation
permanently change numerous structures and functions in the brain, altering your values and the way
you perceive reality. Both a revelatory work of modern science and a practical guide for readers to
enhance their physical and emotional health, How God Changes Your Brain is a first-of-a-kind book
about faith that is as credible as it is inspiring.

The Last Wish
WHY DO YOU BELIEVE THE THINGS YOU BELIEVE? Do you remember events differently from
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how they really happened? Where do your superstitions come from? How do morals evolve? Why are
some people religious and others nonreligious? Everyone has thoughts and questions like these, and now
Andrew Newberg and Mark Waldman expose, for the first time, how our complex views emerge from
the neural activities of the brain. Bridging science, psychology, and religion, they demonstrate, in simple
terminology, how the brain perceives reality and transforms it into an extraordinary range of personal,
ethical, and creative premises that we use to build meaning, value, spirituality, and truth into our lives.
When you come to understand this remarkable process, it will change forever the way you look at the
world and yourself. Supported by groundbreaking research, including brain scans of people as they pray,
meditate, and even speak in tongues, Newberg and Waldman propose a new model for how deep
convictions emerge and influence our lives. You will even glimpse how the mind of an atheist works
when contemplating God. Using personal stories, moral paradoxes, and optical illusions, the authors
demonstrate how our brains construct our fondest assumptions about reality, offering recommendations
for exercising your most important "muscle" in order to develop a more life-affirming, flexible range of
attitudes. You'll discover how to: Recognize when your beliefs are altered by othersGuard against
mental traps and prejudicial thinkingDistinguish between destructive and constructive beliefsCultivate
spiritual and ethical ideals Ultimately, we must always return to our beliefs. From the ordinary to the
extraordinary, they give meaning to the mysteries of life, providing us with our individual uniqueness
and the ability to fill our lives with joy. Most important, though, they give us inspiration and hope,
beacons to guide us through the light and dark corners of the soul.
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