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Scientific Freedom
Some writers attempt to conceal the literary influences which have shaped their
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thinking - but not Henry Miller. In The Books in My Life he shares the thrills of
discovery that many kinds of books have brought to a keenly curious and
questioning mind. Some of Miller's favorite writers are the giants whom most of us
revere - authors such as Dostoeyvsky, Boccaccio, Walt Whitman, James Joyce,
Thomas Mann, Lao-Tse. To them he brings fresh and penetrating insights. But
many are lesser-known figures: Krishnamurti, the prophet-sage; the French
contemporaries Blaise Cendrars and Jean Giono; Richard Jeffries, who wrote The
Story of My Heart ; the Welshman John Cowper Powys; and scores of others. The
Books in My Life contains some fine autobiographical chapters, too. Miller
describes his boyhood in Brooklyn, when he devoured the historical stories of G. A.
Henty and the romances of Rider Haggard. He tells of the men and women whom
he regards as living books": Lou Jacobs, W. E. B. DuBois, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,
and others. He offers his reminiscences of the New York Theatre in the early 1900's
- including plays such as Alias Jimmy Valentine and Nellie, the Beautiful Cloak
Model . And finally, in Miller's best vein of humor, he provides a satiric chapter on
bathroom reading. In an appendix, Miller lists the hundred books that have
influenced him most. "

Bullshit Jobs
GIMP is a free alternative to Adobe Photoshop with tons of professional-grade
features. But with so many powerful tools and menu options, GIMP can be difficult
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to master. Whether you're struggling to get started or trying to master some of
GIMP's more complex features, you'll find the answers you're looking for in The
Book of GIMP. The tutorials in the first half of the book walk you through essential
GIMP skills, like resizing and cropping images, touching up spots and scratches,
and customizing your work area. Illustrated, step-by-step instructions show you
how to: –Improve the lighting and composition of images –Remove distortions and
noise to make old and damaged photos look like new –Create stunning panoramas
and digital collages using a series of photos –Make, edit, and export custom
textures, logos, and animated GIFs –Work with selections, channels, and masks to
edit images like a pro –Create colorful digital art, layer by layer The book's second
half offers a comprehensive reference to GIMP's many features, including color
balancing, masks, filters, and plug-ins. You'll find tools described in unparalleled
detail, with coverage of nearly every option and parameter. With illustrated
tutorials and detailed references, The Book of GIMP is sure to become your onestop guide to just about everything GIMP.

Burn the Business Plan
The New York Times bestseller from the author of The Order of Time and Reality Is
Not What It Seems “One of the year’s most entrancing books about science.”—The
Wall Street Journal “Clear, eleganta whirlwind tour of some of the biggest ideas in
physics.”—The New York Times Book Review This playful, entertaining, and mindPage 3/33
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bending introduction to modern physics briskly explains Einstein's general
relativity, quantum mechanics, elementary particles, gravity, black holes, the
complex architecture of the universe, and the role humans play in this weird and
wonderful world. Carlo Rovelli, a renowned theoretical physicist, is a delightfully
poetic and philosophical scientific guide. He takes us to the frontiers of our
knowledge: to the most minute reaches of the fabric of space, back to the origins
of the cosmos, and into the workings of our minds. The book celebrates the joy of
discovery. “Here, on the edge of what we know, in contact with the ocean of the
unknown, shines the mystery and the beauty of the world,” Rovelli writes. “And it’s
breathtaking.”

Understanding Advanced Statistical Methods
One of the world's leading physicists questions some of the most fashionable ideas
in physics today, including string theory What can fashionable ideas, blind faith, or
pure fantasy possibly have to do with the scientific quest to understand the
universe? Surely, theoretical physicists are immune to mere trends, dogmatic
beliefs, or flights of fancy? In fact, acclaimed physicist and bestselling author Roger
Penrose argues that researchers working at the extreme frontiers of physics are
just as susceptible to these forces as anyone else. In this provocative book, he
argues that fashion, faith, and fantasy, while sometimes productive and even
essential in physics, may be leading today's researchers astray in three of the
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field's most important areas—string theory, quantum mechanics, and cosmology.
Arguing that string theory has veered away from physical reality by positing six
extra hidden dimensions, Penrose cautions that the fashionable nature of a theory
can cloud our judgment of its plausibility. In the case of quantum mechanics, its
stunning success in explaining the atomic universe has led to an uncritical faith
that it must also apply to reasonably massive objects, and Penrose responds by
suggesting possible changes in quantum theory. Turning to cosmology, he argues
that most of the current fantastical ideas about the origins of the universe cannot
be true, but that an even wilder reality may lie behind them. Finally, Penrose
describes how fashion, faith, and fantasy have ironically also shaped his own work,
from twistor theory, a possible alternative to string theory that is beginning to
acquire a fashionable status, to "conformal cyclic cosmology," an idea so fantastic
that it could be called "conformal crazy cosmology." The result is an important
critique of some of the most significant developments in physics today from one of
its most eminent figures.

Useful Knowledge
`Arbnor and Bjerke's deep insight into theory construction and their honest
appraisal of knowledge creation makes this edition absolutely essential for
business scholars. I recommend this book to scholars in any area of business
seeking a more thoughtful and useful understanding of research methodology' Page 5/33
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Morgan Miles, Professor of Marketing, Georgia Southern University `These are two
authors on top of their game, using their vast experience and depth of knowledge
to present a complex topic in a framework which is understandable and usable by
anyone doing academic research. This third edition will ensure that this book
remains the essential read for social science researchers' - David Carson, Professor
of Marketing, University of Ulster Arbnor and Bjerke's best-selling text, first
published in 1997, remains unrivalled; both in its contemporary relevance to
research methodology, and in its coverage of the interplay between the philosophy
of science, methodology and business. The authors make an in-depth examination
into the circularity of knowledge and its foundations and analyze the repercussions
for business, research and consulting. Where knowledge is a competitive necessity
understanding its foundations is a necessity. The Third Edition has been updated to
be even more relevant to the contemporary interests of business knowledge.
Additional extras include: - Several more examples are included, plus previous
examples have been updated - Improved illustrations and diagrams - Revised
presentation makes the book easier to use - Useful summaries of the key points
and concepts to aide accessibility - Points of reflection allow the reader to further
their thinking on the topics - A glossary of terms - A teacher's manual which can be
requested from the book's website

The Book of GIMP
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Nineteenth-century England witnessed an unprecedented increase in the number
of publications and institutions devoted to the creation and the dissemination of
knowledge: encyclopedias, scientific periodicals, instruction manuals, scientific
societies, children’s literature, mechanics’ institutes, museums of natural history,
and lending libraries. In Useful Knowledge Alan Rauch presents a social, cultural,
and literary history of this new knowledge industry and traces its relationships
within nineteenth-century literature, ending with its eventual confrontation with
Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species. Rauch discusses both the influence and the
ideology of knowledge in terms of how it affected nineteenth-century anxieties
about moral responsibility and religious beliefs. Drawing on a wide array of literary,
scientific, and popular works of the period, the book focusses on the growing
importance of scientific knowledge and its impact on Victorian culture. From
discussions of Jane Webb Loudon’s The Mummy! and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein,
to Charlotte Brontë’s The Professor, Charles Kingsley’s Alton Locke, and George
Eliot’s Mill on the Floss, Rauch paints a fascinating picture of nineteenth-century
culture and addresses issues related to the proliferation of knowledge and the
moral issues of this time period. Useful Knowledge touches on social and cultural
anxieties that offer both historical and contemporary insights on our ongoing
preoccupation with knowledge. Useful Knowledge will appeal to readers interested
in nineteenth century history, literature, culture, the mediation of knowledge, and
the history of science.
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Brave Genius
"Original essay 'The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge' copyright A1939 by Harper's
Magazine. All rights reserved. Reproduced from the October issue by special
permission"--Title page verso.

Saving Charlotte: A Mother and the Power of Intuition
THE SCHOOL OF LIFE IS DEDICATED TO EXPLORING LIFE'S BIG QUESTIONS IN
HIGHLY-PORTABLE PAPERBACKS, FEATURING FRENCH FLAPS AND DECKLE EDGES,
THAT THE NEW YORK TIMES CALLS "DAMNABLY CUTE." WE DON'T HAVE ALL THE
ANSWERS, BUT WE WILL DIRECT YOU TOWARDS A VARIETY OF USEFUL IDEAS THAT
ARE GUARANTEED TO STIMULATE, PROVOKE, AND CONSOLE. A practical and
inspirational guide to examining your career and deciding whether it truly makes
you happy—this book will show you the steps it takes to find a job that truly makes
you thrive. The desire for fulfilling work is one of the great aspirations of our age.
This book reveals explores the competing claims we face for money, status, and
meaning in our lives. Drawing on wisdom from a variety of disciplines, cultural
thinker Roman Krznaric sets out a practical guide to negotiating the labyrinth of
choices, overcoming fear of change, and finding a career in which you thrive.
Overturning a century of traditional thought about career change, Krznaric reveals
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just what it takes to find life-enhancing work

Useless Joyce
When Abraham Flexner died in 1959 at age 92, a New York Times obituary
declared, "no other American of his time contributed more to the welfare of his
country and of humanity in general." Flexner's famous Report in 1910 and his
subsequent work at the Rockefeller Foundation helped transform American medical
education from crude to world leader. Later, as founding director of the Institute for
Advanced Study he attracted Albert Einstein and other luminaries to Princeton.
Notwithstanding these achievements, Flexner was hypercritical of others, often
abrasive, and his self-assurance irritated many of his colleagues to his detriment.
Moreover, he was an intellectual elitist who, like many of his generation, either
denied or ignored certain moral hazards prevalent in America during his lifetime,
including eugenics theory and institutional anti-Semitism. In this critical analysis,
Dr. Nevins distinguishes between Flexner the progressive reformer and the
humanly-flawed man himself.

The American College
How free-market fundamentalists have shifted the focus of higher education to
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competition, metrics, consumer demand, and return on investment, and why we
should change this.

Why Education Is Useless
The Knowledge for Sale
Business startup advice from the former president of the Ewing Marion Kaufmann
Foundation and cofounder of Global Entrepreneurship Week and StartUp America,
this “thoughtful study of ‘how businesses really start, grow, and prosper’dispels
quite a few business myths along the way” (Publishers Weekly). Carl Schramm, the
man described by The Economist as “The Evangelist of Entrepreneurship,” has
written a myth-busting guide packed with tools and techniques to help you get
your big idea off the ground. Schramm believes that entrepreneurship has been
misrepresented by the media, business books, university programs, and MBA
courses. For example, despite the emphasis on the business plan in most business
schools, some of the most successful companies in history—Apple, Microsoft,
Google, Facebook, and hundreds of others—achieved success before they ever had
a business plan. Burn the Business Plan punctures the myth of the cool, tech-savvy
twenty-something entrepreneur with nothing to lose and venture capital to burn. In
Page 10/33

Free Copy The Usefulness Of Useless Knowledge
fact most people who start businesses are juggling careers and mortgages just like
you. The average entrepreneur is actually thirty-nine years old, and the success
rate of entrepreneurs over forty is five times higher than that of those under age
thirty. Entrepreneurs who come out of the corporate world often have discovered a
need for a product or service and have valuable contacts to help them get started.
Filled with stories of successful entrepreneurs who drew on real-life experience
rather than academic coursework, Burn the Business Plan is the guide to starting
and running a business that will actually work for the rest of us.

Stand Firm
Understanding History and Other Essays
Traces the friendship and collaborative achievements of 20th-century intellectuals
Albert Camus and Jacques Monod, discussing their contributions to the French
Resistance, Nobel Prize-winning work and passionate advocacy of human rights.

Unweaving the Rainbow
Madness, sexuality, power, knowledge—are these facts of life or simply parts of
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speech? In a series of works of astonishing brilliance, historian Michel Foucault
excavated the hidden assumptions that govern the way we live and the way we
think. The Archaeology of Knowledge begins at the level of "things aid" and moves
quickly to illuminate the connections between knowledge, language, and action in
a style at once profound and personal. A summing up of Foucault's own
methadological assumptions, this book is also a first step toward a genealogy of
the way we live now. Challenging, at times infuriating, it is an absolutey
indispensable guide to one of hte most innovative thinkers of our time.

Seven Brief Lessons on Physics
Providing a much-needed bridge between elementary statistics courses and
advanced research methods courses, Understanding Advanced Statistical Methods
helps students grasp the fundamental assumptions and machinery behind
sophisticated statistical topics, such as logistic regression, maximum likelihood,
bootstrapping, nonparametrics, and Bayesian methods. The book teaches students
how to properly model, think critically, and design their own studies to avoid
common errors. It leads them to think differently not only about math and statistics
but also about general research and the scientific method. With a focus on
statistical models as producers of data, the book enables students to more easily
understand the machinery of advanced statistics. It also downplays the
"population" interpretation of statistical models and presents Bayesian methods
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before frequentist ones. Requiring no prior calculus experience, the text employs a
"just-in-time" approach that introduces mathematical topics, including calculus,
where needed. Formulas throughout the text are used to explain why calculus and
probability are essential in statistical modeling. The authors also intuitively explain
the theory and logic behind real data analysis, incorporating a range of application
examples from the social, economic, biological, medical, physical, and engineering
sciences. Enabling your students to answer the why behind statistical methods,
this text teaches them how to successfully draw conclusions when the premises
are flawed. It empowers them to use advanced statistical methods with confidence
and develop their own statistical recipes. Ancillary materials are available on the
book’s website.

Idle Threats
A provocative assessment of social media discusses how to use the Internet to
expand a business, challenging the claims of online authorities and marketing
consultants while tracing the rise of social media and revealing the benefits of realworld connections.

The Value of the Humanities
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A short, provocative book about why "useless" science often leads to humanity's
greatest technological breakthroughs A forty-year tightening of funding for
scientific research has meant that resources are increasingly directed toward
applied or practical outcomes, with the intent of creating products of immediate
value. In such a scenario, it makes sense to focus on the most identifiable and
urgent problems, right? Actually, it doesn't. In his classic essay "The Usefulness of
Useless Knowledge," Abraham Flexner, the founding director of the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton and the man who helped bring Albert Einstein to the
United States, describes a great paradox of scientific research. The search for
answers to deep questions, motivated solely by curiosity and without concern for
applications, often leads not only to the greatest scientific discoveries but also to
the most revolutionary technological breakthroughs. In short, no quantum
mechanics, no computer chips. This brief book includes Flexner's timeless 1939
essay alongside a new companion essay by Robbert Dijkgraaf, the Institute's
current director, in which he shows that Flexner's defense of the value of "the
unobstructed pursuit of useless knowledge" may be even more relevant today than
it was in the early twentieth century. Dijkgraaf describes how basic research has
led to major transformations in the past century and explains why it is an essential
precondition of innovation and the first step in social and cultural change. He
makes the case that society can achieve deeper understanding and practical
progress today and tomorrow only by truly valuing and substantially funding the
curiosity-driven "pursuit of useless knowledge" in both the sciences and the
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humanities.

The Society for Useful Knowledge
From the New York Times–bestselling author of Science in the Soul. “If any recent
writing about science is poetic, it is this” (The Wall Street Journal). Did Sir Isaac
Newton “unweave the rainbow” by reducing it to its prismatic colors, as John Keats
contended? Did he, in other words, diminish beauty? Far from it, says acclaimed
scientist Richard Dawkins; Newton’s unweaving is the key too much of modern
astronomy and to the breathtaking poetry of modern cosmology. Mysteries don’t
lose their poetry because they are solved: the solution often is more beautiful than
the puzzle, uncovering deeper mysteries. With the wit, insight, and spellbinding
prose that have made him a bestselling author, Dawkins takes up the most
important and compelling topics in modern science, from astronomy and genetics
to language and virtual reality, combining them in a landmark statement of the
human appetite for wonder. This is the book Dawkins was meant to write: A
brilliant assessment of what science is (and isn’t), a tribute to science not because
it is useful but because it is uplifting. “A love letter to science, an attempt to
counter the perception that science is cold and devoid of aesthetic sensibility . . .
Rich with metaphor, passionate arguments, wry humor, colorful examples, and
unexpected connections, Dawkins’ prose can be mesmerizing.” —San Francisco
Chronicle “Brilliance and wit.” —The New Yorker
Page 15/33

Free Copy The Usefulness Of Useless Knowledge
Abraham Flexner
One of the greatest spiritual teachers of the twentieth century encourages you to
embrace your childlike curiosity and reconnect it to your adult sensibilities.
Innocence, Knowledge, and Wonder: What Happened to the Sense of Wonder I Felt
as a Child? looks to each person’s last state of innocence—childhood—to recover
the ability to truly be curious. Osho discusses why it is important to look to our
“inner child” and how it can help you understand the person you have become.
Osho challenges readers to examine and break free of the conditioned belief
systems and prejudices that limit their capacity to enjoy life in all its richness. He
has been described by the Sunday Times of London as one of the “1000 Makers of
the 20th Century” and by Sunday Mid-Day (India) as one of the ten people—along
with Gandhi, Nehru, and Buddha—who have changed the destiny of India. Since his
death in 1990, the influence of his teachings continues to expand, reaching
seekers of all ages in virtually every country of the world.

Methodology for Creating Business Knowledge
In What’s the Use? Sara Ahmed continues the work she began in The Promise of
Happiness and Willful Subjects by taking up a single word—in this case, use—and
following it around. She shows how use became associated with life and strength in
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nineteenth-century biological and social thought and considers how utilitarianism
offered a set of educational techniques for shaping individuals by directing them
toward useful ends. Ahmed also explores how spaces become restricted to some
uses and users, with specific reference to universities. She notes, however, the
potential for queer use: how things can be used in ways that were not intended or
by those for whom they were not intended. Ahmed posits queer use as a way of
reanimating the project of diversity work as the ordinary and painstaking task of
opening up institutions to those who have historically been excluded.

The Faculty of Useless Knowledge
Gifted education and talent development have numerous theories and conceptions
for how to identify and serve students. This book helps introduce and apply these
ideas to help reflect theory in practice. Each chapter introduces readers to a
different theory by providing definitions of key concepts, explaining the
fundamental conceptual/theoretical approach, and concluding with advice on how
the conception can be put into practice. Suggestions for further reading are also
provided. Some chapters are based on theories that have been around for
decades, and some have been developed more recently. But all chapters focus on
helping empower readers to understand and take action without having to reinvent
the wheel.
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A Utilidade Do Inútil
A spellbinding, rich history of the American Enlightenment-think 1776 meets The
Metaphysical Club.

The Archaeology of Knowledge
The Value of the Humanities provides a critical account of the principal arguments
used to defend the value of the Humanities. The claims considered are: that the
Humanities study the meaning-making practices of culture, and bring to their work
a distinctive understanding of what constitutes knowledge and understanding;
that, though useful to society in many ways, they remain laudably at odds with, or
at a remove from, instrumental use value; that they contribute to human
happiness; that they are a force for democracy; and that they are a good in
themselves, to be valued 'for their own sake'. Engaging closely with contemporary
literary and philosophical work in the field from the UK and US, Helen Small
distinguishes between arguments that retain strong Victorian roots (Mill on
happiness; Arnold on use value) and those that have developed or been
substantially altered since. Unlike many works in this field, The Value of the
Humanities is not a polemic or a manifesto. Its purpose is to explore the grounds
for each argument, and to test its validity for the present day. Tough-minded, alert
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to changing historical conditions for argument and changing styles of rhetoric, it
promises to sharpen the terms of the public debate.

How to Find Fulfilling Work
The Books in My Life
In addition to the essays ennumerated in the catalog, there are several in this
collection dealing with the ramifications of atomic physics on such philosophic
concepts as materialism, idealism, determinism, and faith.

Ignorance
Tim Conley’s Useless Joyce provocatively analyses Joyce’s Ulysses and Finnegans
Wake and takes the reader on a journey exploring the perennial question of the
usefulness of literature and art. Conley argues that the works of James Joyce, often
thought difficult and far from practical, are in fact polymorphous meditations on
this question. Examinations of traditional textual functions such as quoting, editing,
translating, and annotating texts are set against the ways in which texts may be
assigned unexpected but thoroughly practical purposes. Conley’s accessible and
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witty engagement with the material views the rise of explication and commentary
on Joyce’s work as an industry not unlike the rise of self-help publishing. We can
therefore read Ulysses and Finnegans Wake as various kinds of guides and uncover
new or forgotten “uses” for them. Useless Joyce invites new discussions about the
assumptions at work behind our definitions of literature, interpretation, and use.

Fashion, Faith, and Fantasy in the New Physics of the Universe
The books that we choose to keep -- let alone read -- can say a lot about who we
are and how we see ourselves. In My Ideal Bookshelf, dozens of leading cultural
figures share the books that matter to them most; books that define their dreams
and ambitions and in many cases helped them find their way in the world.
Contributors include Malcolm Gladwell, Thomas Keller, Michael Chabon, Alice
Waters, James Patterson, Maira Kalman, Judd Apatow, Chuck Klosterman, Miranda
July, Alex Ross, Nancy Pearl, David Chang, Patti Smith, Jennifer Egan, and Dave
Eggers, among many others. With colorful and endearingly hand-rendered images
of book spines by Jane Mount, and first-person commentary from all the
contributors, this is a perfect gift for avid readers, writers, and all who have known
the influence of a great book.

From Giftedness to Gifted Education
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An eye-opening tour of the political tricks that subvert scientific progress. The
Butter-Up and Undercut. The Certain Uncertainty. The Straight-Up Fabrication.
Dave Levitan dismantles all of these deceptive arguments, and many more, in this
probing and hilarious examination of the ways our elected officials attack scientific
findings that conflict with their political agendas. The next time you hear a
politician say, "Well, I’m not a scientist, but…," you’ll be ready.

The Serengeti Rules
Did you know that . . . John Wayne once won the dog Lassie from its owner in a
poker game? Hijinks is the only word in the English language with three dotted
letters in a row? The shortest war in history, between England and Zanzibar in
1896, lasted only thirty-eight minutes? Want to learn which U.S. president was a
descendant of King Edward III? Or which famous people lived to read their own
obituaries? Then That Book is the book for you! From history to science to pop
culture, here is an irresistible, enlightening, and absolutely addictive treasure trove
of fascinating and fun little-known facts that no one needs to know—an
indispensable boon to every true lover of trivia and marvelous minutia!

My Ideal Bookshelf
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Education is useless because it destroys our common sense, because it isolates us
from the rest of humanity, because it hardens our hearts and swells our heads.
Bookish persons have long been subjects of suspicion and contempt and nowhere
more so, perhaps, than in the United States during the past twenty years. Critics of
education point to the Nazism of Martin Heidegger, for example, to assert the
inhumanity of highly learned people; they contend that an oppressive form of
identity politics has taken over the academy and complain that the art world has
been overrun by culturally privileged elitists. There are always, it seems, far more
reasons to disparage the ivory tower than to honor it. The uselessness of
education, particularly in the humanities, is a pervasive theme in Western cultural
history. With wit and precision, Why Education Is Useless engages those who
attack learning by focusing on topics such as the nature of humanity, love, beauty,
and identity as well as academic scandals, identity politics, multiculturalism, and
the corporatization of academe. Asserting that hostility toward education cannot
be dismissed as the reaction of barbarians, fools, and nihilists, Daniel Cottom
brings a fresh perspective to all these topics while still making the debates about
them comprehensible to those who are not academic insiders. A brilliant and
provocative work of cultural argument and analysis, Why Education Is Useless
brings in materials from literature, philosophy, art, film, and other fields and
proceeds from the assumption that hostility to education is an extremely complex
phenomenon, both historically and in contemporary American life. According to
Cottom, we must understand the perdurable appeal of this antagonism if we are to
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have any chance of recognizing its manifestations—and countering them. Ranging
in reference from Montaigne to George Bush, from Sappho to Timothy McVeigh,
Why Education Is Useless is a lively investigation of a notion that has persisted
from antiquity through the Renaissance and into the modern era, when the debate
over the relative advantages of a liberal and a useful education first arose. Facing
head on the conception of utility articulated in the nineteenth century by John
Stuart Mill, and directly opposing the hostile conceptions of inutility that have been
popularized in recent decades by such ideologues as Allan Bloom, Harold Bloom,
and John Ellis, Cottom contends that education must indeed be "useless" if it is to
be worthy of its name.

Innocence, Knowledge, and Wonder
In Ethics–Politics–Subjectivity, Simon Critchley takes up three questions at the
centre of contemporary theoretical debate: What is ethical experience? What can
be said of the subject who has this experience? What, if any, is the relation of
ethical experience to politics? These questions are approached by way of a critical
confrontation with a number of major thinkers, including Lacan, Genet, Blanchot,
Nancy, Rorty and, in particular, Levinas and Derrida. Critchley offers a critical
reconstruction of Levinas's notion of ethical experience and, questioning the
religious pietism and political conservatism of the dominant interpretation of
Levinas's work, develops an ethics of finitude which, far from being tragic, opens
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on to an experience of humour and the comic. Using this reading of Levinas as a
way of unlocking the rich ethical potential of Derrida's work, Critchley outlines and
defends the political possibilities of deconstruction. On the basis of Derrida's recent
work, Critchley attempts to rethink notions of friendship, democracy, economics
and technology.

The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge
The pace of modern life is accelerating. To keep up, we must keep on moving and
adapting – constantly striving for greater happiness and success. Or so we are told.
But the demands of life in the fast lane come at a price: stress, fatigue and
depression are at an all-time high, while our social interactions have become
increasingly self-serving and opportunistic. How can we resist today's obsession
with introspection and self-improvement? In this witty and bestselling book, Danish
philosopher and psychologist Svend Brinkmann argues that we must not be afraid
to reject the self-help mantra and 'stand firm'. The secret to a happier life lies not
in finding your inner self but in coming to terms with yourself in order to coexist
peacefully with others. By encouraging us to stand firm and get a foothold in life,
this vibrant anti-self-help guide offers a compelling alternative to life coaching,
positive thinking and the need always to say 'yes!'
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Ethics, Politics, Subjectivity
Scientific Freedom is the first comprehensive collection covering both the state of
scientific progress and the ethics, law and history of scientific research. The book
gives readers a fascinating range of perspectives on matters of scientific research
that directly affect all of us. Examining the ethical, legal, social, economic and
political issues surrounding freedom of scientific research, the book evaluates ways
in which national and international policies can impact upon individuals' access to
potentially life-saving treatment, cures and technologies, and can therefore affect
human life and death. With contributions from Nobel Laureates, representatives of
patients' associations, scientists, scholars and politicians, this book provides a
concise and comprehensive view of the limitations and dangers facing the future of
innovation and scientific progress.

That Book
Now the subject of a feature film that the New York Times calls "spellbinding" How
does life work? How does nature produce the right numbers of zebras and lions on
the African savanna, or fish in the ocean? How do our bodies produce the right
numbers of cells in our organs and bloodstream? In The Serengeti Rules, awardwinning biologist and author Sean Carroll tells the stories of the pioneering
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scientists who sought the answers to such simple yet profoundly important
questions, and shows how their discoveries matter for our health and the health of
the planet we depend upon. One of the most important revelations about the
natural world is that everything is regulated—there are rules that regulate the
amount of every molecule in our bodies and rules that govern the numbers of
every animal and plant in the wild. And the most surprising revelation about the
rules that regulate life at such different scales is that they are remarkably
similar—there is a common underlying logic of life. Carroll recounts how our deep
knowledge of the rules and logic of the human body has spurred the advent of
revolutionary life-saving medicines, and makes the compelling case that it is now
time to use the Serengeti Rules to heal our ailing planet. A bold and inspiring
synthesis by one of our most accomplished biologists and gifted storytellers, The
Serengeti Rules is the first book to illuminate how life works at vastly different
scales. Read it and you will never look at the world the same way again.

The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge
The publication of Personal Knowledge in 1958 shook the science world, as Michael
Polanyi took aim at the long-standing ideals of rigid empiricism and rule-bound
logic. Today, Personal Knowledge remains one of the most significant philosophy of
science books of the twentieth century, bringing the crucial concepts of “tacit
knowledge” and “personal knowledge” to the forefront of inquiry. In this
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remarkable treatise, Polanyi attests that our personal experiences and ways of
sharing knowledge have a profound effect on scientific discovery. He argues
against the idea of the wholly dispassionate researcher, pointing out that even in
the strictest of sciences, knowing is still an art, and that personal commitment and
passion are logically necessary parts of research. In our technological age where
fact is split from value and science from humanity, Polanyi’s work continues to
advocate for the innate curiosity and scientific leaps of faith that drive our most
dazzling ingenuity. For this expanded edition, Polyani scholar Mary Jo Nye set the
philosopher-scientist’s work into contemporary context, offering fresh insights and
providing a helpful guide to critical terms in the work. Used in fields as diverse as
religious studies, chemistry, economics, and anthropology, Polanyi’s view of
knowledge creation is just as relevant to intellectual endeavors today as when it
first made waves more than fifty years ago.

Not a Scientist: How Politicians Mistake, Misrepresent, and
Utterly Mangle Science
Best-selling author Pia de Jong’s vivid memoir about her newborn daughter’s battle
with leukemia and the startling decision that led to her recovery. On a still summer
night in a seventeenth-century canal house in Amsterdam’s old quarter, Pia de
Jong gives birth to a delicate, bright-eyed baby girl with a riddle on her back—a
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pale blue spot that soon multiplies. In a bare, air-conditioned hospital room, a
doctor reveals the devastating answer: it is a rare and deadly form of leukemia,
often treated with chemotherapy, a cure nearly as dangerous to a newborn as the
disease itself. Pia and her husband Robbert make an intuitive decision. They do not
subject Charlotte to chemotherapy; they bring her home. They transform their
canal house into a sanctuary where Charlotte can live surrounded by love and
strength, where Pia can give her a chance to live. In return, Charlotte gives her
mother the greatest gift of all: purpose. Saving Charlotte is the story of a
daughter’s fight to survive, and of a mother’s fight to live a life of passion and
meaning alongside her.

Personal Knowledge
The 19th century witnessed an explosion of writing about unproductivity, with the
exploits of various idlers, loafers, and “gentlemen of refinement” capturing the
imagination o fa country that was deeply ambivalent about its work ethic. Idle
Threats documents this American obsession with unproductivity and its potentials,
while offering an explanation of the profound significance of idle practices for
literary and cultural production. While this fascination with unproductivity
memorably defined literary characters from Rip Van Winkle to Bartleby to George
Hurstwood, it also reverberated deeply through the entire culture, both as a
seductive ideal and as a potentially corrosive threat to upright, industrious
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American men. Drawing on an impressive array of archival material and
multifaceted literary and cultural sources, Idle Threats connects the question of
unproductivity to other discourses concerning manhood, the value of art, the allure
of the frontier, the usefulness of knowledge,the meaning of individuality, and the
experience of time, space, and history. Andrew Lyndon Knighton offers a new way
of thinking about the largely unacknowledged “productivity of the unproductive,”
revealing the incalculable and sometimes surprising ways in which American
modernity transformed the relationship between subjects and that which is most
intimate to them: their own activity.

Social Media Is Bullshit
From bestselling writer David Graeber—“a master of opening up thought and
stimulating debate” (Slate)—a powerful argument against the rise of meaningless,
unfulfilling jobs…and their consequences. Does your job make a meaningful
contribution to the world? In the spring of 2013, David Graeber asked this question
in a playful, provocative essay titled “On the Phenomenon of Bullshit Jobs.” It went
viral. After one million online views in seventeen different languages, people all
over the world are still debating the answer. There are hordes of people—HR
consultants, communication coordinators, telemarketing researchers, corporate
lawyers—whose jobs are useless, and, tragically, they know it. These people are
caught in bullshit jobs. Graeber explores one of society’s most vexing and deeply
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felt concerns, indicting among other villains a particular strain of finance capitalism
that betrays ideals shared by thinkers ranging from Keynes to Lincoln. “Clever and
charismatic” (The New Yorker), Bullshit Jobs gives individuals, corporations, and
societies permission to undergo a shift in values, placing creative and caring work
at the center of our culture. This book is for everyone who wants to turn their
vocation back into an avocation and “a thought-provoking examination of our
working lives” (Financial Times).

What's the Use?
Knowledge is a big subject, says Stuart Firestein, but ignorance is a bigger one.
And it is ignorance--not knowledge--that is the true engine of science. Most of us
have a false impression of science as a surefire, deliberate, step-by-step method
for finding things out and getting things done. In fact, says Firestein, more often
than not, science is like looking for a black cat in a dark room, and there may not
be a cat in the room. The process is more hit-or-miss than you might imagine, with
much stumbling and groping after phantoms. But it is exactly this "not knowing,"
this puzzling over thorny questions or inexplicable data, that gets researchers into
the lab early and keeps them there late, the thing that propels them, the very
driving force of science. Firestein shows how scientists use ignorance to program
their work, to identify what should be done, what the next steps are, and where
they should concentrate their energies. And he includes a catalog of how scientists
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use ignorance, consciously or unconsciously--a remarkable range of approaches
that includes looking for connections to other research, revisiting apparently
settled questions, using small questions to get at big ones, and tackling a problem
simply out of curiosity. The book concludes with four case histories--in cognitive
psychology, theoretical physics, astronomy, and neuroscience--that provide a feel
for the nuts and bolts of ignorance, the day-to-day battle that goes on in scientific
laboratories and in scientific minds with questions that range from the quotidian to
the profound. Turning the conventional idea about science on its head, Ignorance
opens a new window on the true nature of research. It is a must-read for anyone
curious about science.
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