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Details the true story of a timid young Quaker and amateur
meteorologist named Luke Howard who was hurled into the spotlight when
he assigned poetic names to the clouds in December 1802, which became
a landmark in natural history and meteorology and caused him to become
immortalized in the works of the Romantics. Reprint. 10,000 first
printing.

The Invention of Clouds
Global air mobility is an American invention. During the twentieth
century, other nations developed capabilities to transport supplies
and personnel by air to support deployed military forces. But only the
United States mustered the resources and will to create a global
transport force and aerial refueling aircraft capable of moving air
and ground combat forces of all types to anywhere in the world and
supporting them in continuous combat operations. Whether contemplating
a bomber campaign or halting another surprise attack, American war
planners have depended on transport and tanker aircraft.

Wonderland
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It’s a contraption that makes the lists of “Greatest Inventions Ever”;
at the same time, it’s accused of causing global disaster. It has
changed everything from architecture to people’s food habits to their
voting patterns, to even the way big business washes its windows. It
has saved countless lives . . . while causing countless deaths. Most
of us are glad it’s there. But we don’t know how, or when, it got
there. It’s air conditioning. For thousands of years, humankind
attempted to do something about the slow torture of hot weather.
Everything was tried: water power, slave power, electric power, ice
made from steam engines and cold air made from deadly chemicals,
“zephyrifers,” refrigerated beds, ventilation amateurs and
professional air-sniffers. It wasn’t until 1902 when an engineer
barely out of college developed the “Apparatus for Treating Air”—a
machine that could actually cool the indoors—and everyone assumed it
would instantly change the world. That wasn’t the case. There was a
time when people “ignored” hot weather while reading each day’s list
of heat-related deaths, women wore furs in the summertime, heatstroke
victims were treated with bloodletting . . . and the notion of a
machine to cool the air was considered preposterous, even sinful. The
story of air conditioning is actually two stories: the struggle to
perfect a cooling device, and the effort to convince people that they
actually needed such a thing. With a cast of characters ranging from
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Leonardo da Vinci and Richard Nixon to Felix the Cat, Cool showcases
the myriad reactions to air conditioning— some of them dramatic, many
others comical and wonderfully inconsistent—as it was developed and
presented to the world. Here is a unique perspective on air
conditioning’s fascinating history: how we rely so completely on it
today, and how it might change radically tomorrow.

Command Of The Air
How did mythology and religion first begin? Where did the ideas of
“God,” “spirit” and “soul” come from? The author takes us to ancient
times, showing us how early humans struggled to make sense of the
world around them. Drawing on history, geology, volcanology,
anthropology, chemistry, astronomy, archeology, oceanography, biology
and cognitive science, the author reveals the surprising true meaning
of our most sacred stories. “Bill Lauritzen is some kind of genius.”
Sir Arthur C. Clarke. “Anyone interested in science and religion
should read this book.” Dr. Elizabeth Loftus, Ph.D., psychologist, UC
Irvine. “Bill Lauritzen has systematically analyzed, from an original
viewpoint, the historic sources related to the origins of religion. He
summarized his research in this interesting and thought-provoking
book.” Mamikon Mnatsakanian, Ph.D, astrophysicist and mathematician,
Page 4/34

Access Free The Invention Of Air A Story Of Science Faith Revolution And
The Birth Of America
California Institute of Technology.

Cool
From the bestselling author of Everything Bad is Good for You, Steven
Johnson's The Invention of Air tells the incredible story of scientist
and radical Joseph Priestley, who invented soda water, discovered
oxygen, and incited rioting with his political views. In 1794, Joseph
Priestley - amateur scientist, ordained minister and radical thinker set sail for America to escape persecution. Steven Johnson tells his
incredible story: the discovery of oxygen, the invention of a science,
the founding of a church, and, with the great minds of his time, the
development of the United States itself. But Priestley's revolutionary
ideas put him in terrible danger. Johnson uses the progress of
Priestley and his colleagues not merely to describe the wonder of
discovery, but to show us how we have come to understand the world,
how far we have travelled with the power of human enquiry - and how
one man's curiosity can help build an entire country. 'A shot of the
purest oxygen' Simon Winchester 'Packed with excellent stuff' Russell
Davies 'Entertaining clear-sighted and intelligent' New Yorker 'As
full of ingenuity and as delightful as its subject' Financial Times
'Brilliant' The New York Times 'Johnson paints Priestley not as a man
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of the past but precisely the sort of figure the world needs more than
ever' New York Post Steven Johnson is the author of the acclaimed
books Everything Bad is Good for You, Mind Wide Open, Where Good Ideas
Come From, The Ghost Map, Emergence and Interface Culture. His writing
appeared in the Guardian, the New Yorker, Nation and Harper's, as well
as the op-ed pages of The New York Times and the Wall Street Journal.
He is a Distinguished Writer In Residence at NYU's School Of
Journalism, and a Contributing Editor to Wired.

Where Good Ideas Come From
"Inventions and Patents" is the first of WIPO's Learn from the past,
create the future series of publications aimed at young students. This
series was launched in recognition of the importance of children and
young adults as the creators of our future.

The Invention of God
"The Most Powerful Idea in the World argues that the very notion of
intellectual property drove not only the invention of the steam engine
but also the entire Industrial Revolution." -- Back cover.
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The History and Present State of Electricity
In the pantheon of air power spokesmen, Giulio Douhet holds center
stage. His writings, more often cited than perhaps actually read,
appear as excerpts and aphorisms in the writings of numerous other air
power spokesmen, advocates-and critics. Though a highly controversial
figure, the very controversy that surrounds him offers to us a
testimonial of the value and depth of his work, and the need for
airmen today to become familiar with his thought. The progressive
development of air power to the point where, today, it is more correct
to refer to aerospace power has not outdated the notions of Douhet in
the slightest In fact, in many ways, the kinds of technological
capabilities that we enjoy as a global air power provider attest to
the breadth of his vision. Douhet, together with Hugh “Boom” Trenchard
of Great Britain and William “Billy” Mitchell of the United States, is
justly recognized as one of the three great spokesmen of the early air
power era. This reprint is offered in the spirit of continuing the
dialogue that Douhet himself so perceptively began with the first
edition of this book, published in 1921. Readers may well find much
that they disagree with in this book, but also much that is of
enduring value. The vital necessity of Douhet’s central vision-that
command of the air is all important in modern warfare-has been proven
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throughout the history of wars in this century, from the fighting over
the Somme to the air war over Kuwait and Iraq.

The Montgolfier Brothers and the Invention of Aviation
1783-1784
Composers and sound artists have explored for decades how to transform
microphones and loudspeakers from “inaudible” technology into
genuinely new musical instruments. While the sound reproduction
industry had claimed perfect high fidelity already at the beginning of
the twentieth century, these artists found surprising ways of use –
for instance tweaking microphones, swinging loudspeakers furiously
around, ditching microphones in all kinds of vessels, or strapping
loudspeakers to body parts of the audience. Between air and
electricity traces their quest and sets forward a new theoretical
framework, providing historic background on technological and artistic
development, and diagrams of concert and performance set-ups. From
popular noise musician Merzbow to minimalist classic Alvin Lucier,
cult instrument inventor Hugh Davies, or contemporary visual artist
Lynn Pook – they all aimed to make audible what was supposed to remain
silent. www.microphonesandloudspeakers.com
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The Invention of Ana
This account of rocket Typhoon operations over Normandy in the weeks
immediately following the D-Day Invasion of Europe aims to be all the
more interesting for its authenticity. It is written by a former
ground attack pilot who flew 73 missions with 245 Squadron over
Northern France in 1944-45.

The Most Powerful Idea in the World
How We Got to Now
A cool idea with a big splash You know the Super Soaker. It’s one of
top twenty toys of all time. And it was invented entirely by accident.
Trying to create a new cooling system for rockets, impressive inventor
Lonnie Johnson instead created the mechanics for the iconic toy. A
love for rockets, robots, inventions, and a mind for creativity began
early in Lonnie Johnson’s life. Growing up in a house full of brothers
and sisters, persistence and a passion for problem solving became the
cornerstone for a career as an engineer and his work with NASA. But it
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is his invention of the Super Soaker water gun that has made his most
memorable splash with kids and adults.

The Invention of Curried Sausage
Sermons and Soda-water
An aviation expert uncovers the brilliance behind the first successful
flight of an engine-powered plane In the centennial year of the Wright
Brothers' first successful flight, acclaimed aviation writer T. A.
Heppenheimer reexamines what Wilbur and Orville Wright achieved. In
First Flight, he debunks the popular assumption that the Wrights were
simple mechanics who succeeded by trial and error, demonstrating
instead that they were true engineering geniuses. Heppenheimer
presents the background that made possible the work of the Wrights and
examines the work of Samuel P. Langley, a serious rival. He places
their work within a broad historical context, emphasizing their
contributions after 1903 and their convergence with ongoing
aeronautical work in France. T. A. Heppenheimer (Fountain Valley, CA)
has written extensively on aerospace, business, and the history of
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technology. His many books include Turbulent Skies: The History of
Commercial Aviation (0-471-10961-4), Countdown: A History of Space
Flight (0-471-14439-8), and A Brief History of Flight: From Balloons
to Mach 3 and Beyond (0-471-34637-3), all from Wiley.

Edison
"The story follows Hetty "Handful" Grimke, a Charleston slave, and
Sarah, the daughter of the wealthy Grimke family. The novel begins on
Sarah's eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership over Handful,
who is to be her handmaid. "The Invention of Wings" follows the next
thirty-five years of their lives. Inspired in part by the historical
figure of Sarah Grimke (a feminist, suffragist and, importantly, an
abolitionist), Kidd allows herself to go beyond the record to flesh
out the inner lives of all the characters, both real and
imagined"--Provided by publisher.

The Invention of Russia
The author of the acclaimed medieval mystery A Burnable Book once
again brings fourteenth-century London alive in all its color and
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detail in this riveting thriller featuring medieval poet and fixer
John Gower—a twisty tale rife with intrigue, danger mystery, and
murder. Though he is one of England’s most acclaimed intellectuals,
John Gower is no stranger to London’s wretched slums and dark corners,
and he knows how to trade on the secrets of the kingdom’s most
powerful men. When the bodies of sixteen unknown men are found in a
privy, the Sheriff of London seeks Gower’s help. The men’s
wounds—ragged holes created by an unknown object—are unlike anything
the sheriff’s men have ever seen. Tossed into the sewer, the bodies
were meant to be found. Gower believes the men may have been used in
an experiment—a test for a fearsome new war weapon his informants call
the “handgonne,” claiming it will be the “future of death” if its
design can be perfected. Propelled by questions of his own, Gower
turns to courtier and civil servant Geoffrey Chaucer, who is working
on some poems about pilgrims that Gower finds rather vulgar. Chaucer
thinks he just may know who commissioned this new weapon, an extremely
valuable piece of information that some will pay a high price for—and
others will kill to conceal. . .

Handprints on Hubble
Brought together by a mutual fascination with pigeons, Louisa, a young
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chambermaid at the Hotel New Yorker, forms an unlikely friendship with
the hotel's most famous and unusual resident, eccentric and pioneering
inventor Nikola Tesla, during his final days. Reprint.

The Invention of Wings
Based on the series produced for the BBC World Service Who thought up
paper money? How did the contraceptive pill change the face of the
legal profession? Why was the horse collar as important for human
progress as the steam engine? How did the humble spreadsheet turn the
world of finance upside-down? The world economy defies comprehension.
A continuously-changing system of immense complexity, it offers over
ten billion distinct products and services, doubles in size every
fifteen years, and links almost every one of the planet's seven
billion people. It delivers astonishing luxury to hundreds of
millions. It also leaves hundreds of millions behind, puts tremendous
strains on the ecosystem, and has an alarming habit of stalling.
Nobody is in charge of it. Indeed, no individual understands more than
a fraction of what's going on. How can we make sense of this
bewildering system on which our lives depend? From the tally-stick to
Bitcoin, the canal lock to the jumbo jet, each invention in Tim
Harford's fascinating new book has its own curious, surprising and
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memorable story, a vignette against a grand backdrop. Step by step,
readers will start to understand where we are, how we got here, and
where we might be going next. Hidden connections will be laid bare:
how the barcode undermined family corner shops; why the gramophone
widened inequality; how barbed wire shaped America. We'll meet the
characters who developed some of these inventions, profited from them,
or were ruined by them. We'll trace the economic principles that help
to explain their transformative effects. And we'll ask what lessons we
can learn to make wise use of future inventions, in a world where the
pace of innovation will only accelerate.

The Invention of Fire
The first American woman to walk in space recounts her experience as
part of the team that launched, rescued, repaired, and maintained the
Hubble Space Telescope. The Hubble Space Telescope has revolutionized
our understanding of the universe. It has, among many other
achievements, revealed thousands of galaxies in what seemed to be
empty patches of sky; transformed our knowledge of black holes; found
dwarf planets with moons orbiting other stars; and measured precisely
how fast the universe is expanding. In Handprints on Hubble, retired
astronaut Kathryn Sullivan describes her work on the NASA team that
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made all of this possible. Sullivan, the first American woman to walk
in space, recounts how she and other astronauts, engineers, and
scientists launched, rescued, repaired, and maintained Hubble, the
most productive observatory ever built. Along the way, Sullivan
chronicles her early life as a "Sputnik Baby," her path to NASA
through oceanography, and her initiation into the space program as one
of "thirty-five new guys." (She was also one of the first six women to
join NASA's storied astronaut corps.) She describes in vivid detail
what liftoff feels like inside a spacecraft (it's like "being in an
earthquake and a fighter jet at the same time"), shows us the view
from a spacewalk, and recounts the temporary grounding of the shuttle
program after the Challenger disaster. Sullivan explains that
"maintainability" was designed into Hubble, and she describes the work
of inventing the tools and processes that made on-orbit maintenance
possible. Because in-flight repair and upgrade was part of the plan,
NASA was able to fix a serious defect in Hubble's mirrors--leaving
literal and metaphorical "handprints on Hubble." Handprints on Hubble
was published with the support of the MIT Press Fund for Diverse
Voices.

The Invention of Everything Else
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Whoosh!
Lays out the history of news and its dissemination, from medieval
pilgrim tales to the birth of the newspaper.

Founding Gardeners
“A house of wonders itself. . . . Wonderland inspires grins and wellwhat-d'ya-knows” —The New York Times Book Review From the New York
Times–bestselling author of How We Got to Now and Where Good Ideas
Come From, a look at the world-changing innovations we made while
keeping ourselves entertained. This lushly illustrated history of
popular entertainment takes a long-zoom approach, contending that the
pursuit of novelty and wonder is a powerful driver of world-shaping
technological change. Steven Johnson argues that, throughout history,
the cutting edge of innovation lies wherever people are working the
hardest to keep themselves and others amused. Johnson’s storytelling
is just as delightful as the inventions he describes, full of
surprising stops along the journey from simple concepts to complex
modern systems. He introduces us to the colorful innovators of
leisure: the explorers, proprietors, showmen, and artists who changed
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the trajectory of history with their luxurious wares, exotic meals,
taverns, gambling tables, and magic shows. In Wonderland, Johnson
compellingly argues that observers of technological and social trends
should be looking for clues in novel amusements. You’ll find the
future wherever people are having the most fun.

THE WAR IN THE AIR
WINNER OF THE ORWELL PRIZE WINNER OF THE CORNELIUS RYAN AWARD FINALIST
FOR THE LIONEL GELBER PRIZE FINANCIAL TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR “Fastpaced and excellently written…much needed, dispassionate and eminently
readable.” —New York Times “Filled with sparkling prose and deep
analysis.” –The Wall Street Journal The breakup of the Soviet Union
was a time of optimism around the world, but Russia today is actively
involved in subversive information warfare, manipulating the media to
destabilize its enemies. How did a country that embraced freedom and
market reform 25 years ago end up as an autocratic police state bent
once again on confrontation with America? A winner of the Orwell
Prize, The Invention of Russia reaches back to the darkest days of the
cold war to tell the story of Russia's stealthy and largely
unchronicled counter revolution. A highly regarded Moscow
correspondent for the Economist, Arkady Ostrovsky comes to this story
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both as a participant and a foreign correspondent. His knowledge of
many of the key players allows him to explain the phenomenon of
Valdimir Putin - his rise and astonishing longevity, his use of hybrid
warfare and the alarming crescendo of his military interventions. One
of Putin's first acts was to reverse Gorbachev's decision to end media
censorship and Ostrovsky argues that the Russian media has done more
to shape the fate of the country than its politicians. Putin pioneered
a new form of demagogic populism --oblivious to facts and aggressively
nationalistic - that has now been embraced by Donald Trump.

The Day of the Typhoon
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From Pulitzer Prize-winning author Edmund
Morris comes a revelatory new biography of Thomas Alva Edison, the
most prolific genius in American history. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR BY Time • Publishers Weekly • Kirkus Reviews Although
Thomas Alva Edison was the most famous American of his time, and
remains an international name today, he is mostly remembered only for
the gift of universal electric light. His invention of the first
practical incandescent lamp 140 years ago so dazzled the world—already
reeling from his invention of the phonograph and dozens of other
revolutionary devices—that it cast a shadow over his later
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achievements. In all, this near-deaf genius (“I haven’t heard a bird
sing since I was twelve years old”) patented 1,093 inventions, not
including others, such as the X-ray fluoroscope, that he left
unlicensed for the benefit of medicine. One of the achievements of
this staggering new biography, the first major life of Edison in more
than twenty years, is that it portrays the unknown Edison—the
philosopher, the futurist, the chemist, the botanist, the wartime
defense adviser, the founder of nearly 250 companies—as fully as it
deconstructs the Edison of mythological memory. Edmund Morris, winner
of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, brings to the task
all the interpretive acuity and literary elegance that distinguished
his previous biographies of Theodore Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, and
Ludwig van Beethoven. A trained musician, Morris is especially well
equipped to recount Edison’s fifty-year obsession with recording
technology and his pioneering advances in the synchronization of
movies and sound. Morris sweeps aside conspiratorial theories positing
an enmity between Edison and Nikola Tesla and presents proof of their
mutually admiring, if wary, relationship. Enlightened by seven years
of research among the five million pages of original documents
preserved in Edison’s huge laboratory at West Orange, New Jersey, and
privileged access to family papers still held in trust, Morris is also
able to bring his subject to life on the page—the adored yet
Page 19/34

Access Free The Invention Of Air A Story Of Science Faith Revolution And
The Birth Of America
autocratic and often neglectful husband of two wives and father of six
children. If the great man who emerges from it is less a sentimental
hero than an overwhelming force of nature, driven onward by compulsive
creativity, then Edison is at last getting his biographical due.

The Invention of Nature
The award-winning author of The Brother Gardeners presents a tour of
the lives of the founding fathers from their perspectives as
gardeners, farmers and plantsmen, revealing how a shared passion for
agriculture shaped their beliefs and decisions. Reprint.

The Inventor in You
This book is a celebration of ideas: how they happen and their
sometimes unintended results. Johnson shows how simple scientific
breakthroughs have driven other discoveries through the network of
ideas and innovations that made each finding possible. He traces
important inventions through ancient and contemporary history,
unlocking tales of unsung heroes and radical revolutions that changed
the world and the way we live in it
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The Invention of Wings
A portrait of the German naturalist reveals his ongoing influence on
humanity's relationship with the natural world today, discussing such
topics as his views on climate change, conservation, and nature as a
resource for all life.

The Invention of News
An ingenious, revealing, and charming tale about the invention of a
popular German sidewalk food by a woman who met, seduced, and held
captive a deserter in April, 1945, just before the war's end.

Hot Spot of Invention
Presents a biography of the Wright brothers, focusing on their
systematic research of flight mechanics which proved the key to their
success.

Air Mobility
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Featuring more than 150 illustrations, many in color, The Invention of
Rivers integrates history, art, cultural studies, hydrology, and
geography to tell the story of how rivers have been culturally
constructed as lines granted special roles in defining human
habitation and everyday practice.

The Invention of Air
Look out for Johnson’s new book, Wonderland, now on sale. The printing
press, the pencil, the flush toilet, the battery--these are all great
ideas. But where do they come from? What kind of environment breeds
them? What sparks the flash of brilliance? How do we generate the
breakthrough technologies that push forward our lives, our society,
our culture? Steven Johnson's answers are revelatory as he identifies
the seven key patterns behind genuine innovation, and traces them
across time and disciplines. From Darwin and Freud to the halls of
Google and Apple, Johnson investigates the innovation hubs throughout
modern time and pulls out the approaches and commonalities that seem
to appear at moments of originality.

50 Inventions That Shaped the Modern Economy
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This vividly illustrated book introduces the reader to the brothers
Montgolfier, who launched the first hotair balloon in Annonay, France
on 4 June 1783. Originally published in 1983. The Princeton Legacy
Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished
backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting them in
durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton
Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.

The Invention of Rivers
From the bestselling author of How We Got To Now, The Ghost Map and
Farsighted, a new national bestseller: the “exhilarating”( Los Angeles
Times) story of Joseph Priestley, “a founding father long
forgotten”(Newsweek) and a brilliant man who embodied the relationship
between science, religion, and politics for America's Founding
Fathers. In The Invention of Air, national bestselling author Steven
Johnson tells the fascinating story of Joseph Priestley—scientist and
theologian, protégé of Benjamin Franklin, friend of Thomas
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Jefferson—an eighteenth-century radical thinker who played pivotal
roles in the invention of ecosystem science, the discovery of oxygen,
the uses of oxygen, scientific experimentation, the founding of the
Unitarian Church, and the intellectual development of the United
States. As he did so masterfully in The Ghost Map, Steven Johnson uses
a dramatic historical story to explore themes that have long engaged
him: innovative strategies, intellectual models, and the way new ideas
emerge and spread, and the environments that foster these
breakthroughs.

Between Air and Electricity
Charles Kannankeril, an inventor with seventy patents, draws on his
years of experience in creating innovative and useful products to help
you bring your own ideas to life. Whenever someone says, I wish there
were a better way to do this, then you have an opportunity for an
invention. All you need to do is identify a solution, make it a
reality, and then promote your method. The more you cultivate these
abilities, the better youll become at inventing. With this guide to
inventing, youll learn how to: identify areas where an invention could
solve a problem; develop the mindset, motivation, and determination to
develop inventions; navigate cost factors in the invention process;
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and improve upon inventions that already exist. Kannankeril also
emphasizes how important it is to believe you have what it takes to
solve problems. Many inventors make great contributions simply by
modifying objects that they handle every day to their liking. Filled
with stories from the authors own experiences as an inventor, this
practical and entertaining guide to inventing explores how an
inventors mind works and how to find The Inventor in You.

The Wright Brothers and the Invention of the Aerial Age
The reader should grasp clearly the date at which this book was
written. It was done in 1907: it appeared in various magazines as a
serial in 1908 and it was published in the Fall of that year. At that
time the aeroplane was, for most people, merely a rumour and the
"Sausage" held the air. The contemporary reader has all the advantage
of ten years' experience since this story was imagined. He can correct
his author at a dozen points and estimate the value of these warnings
by the standard of a decade of realities. The book is weak on antiaircraft guns, for example, and still more negligent of submarines.
Much, no doubt, will strike the reader as quaint and limited but upon
much the writer may not unreasonably plume himself. The interpretation
of the German spirit must have read as a caricature in 1908. Was it a
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caricature? Prince Karl seemed a fantasy then. Reality has since
copied Prince Carl with an astonishing faithfulness. Is it too much to
hope that some democratic "Bert" may not ultimately get even with his
Highness? Our author tells us in this book, as he has told us in
others, more especially in The World Set Free, and as he has been
telling us this year in his War and the Future, that if mankind goes
on with war, the smash-up of civilization is inevitable. It is chaos
or the United States of the World for mankind. There is no other
choice. Ten years have but added an enormous conviction to the message
of this book. It remains essentially right, a pamphlet story--in
support of the League to Enforce Peace. K.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret
ORPHAN, CLOCK KEEPER, AND THIEF, twelve-year-old Hugo lives in the
walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival depends on
secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks with an
eccentric girl and her grandfather, Hugo's undercover life, and his
most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. A cryptic drawing, a
treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden
message from Hugo's dead father form the backbone of this intricate,
tender, and spellbinding mystery.
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The Invention of Air
The newest Oprah’s Book Club 2.0 selection: this special eBook edition
of The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd features exclusive content,
including Oprah’s personal notes highlighted within the text, and a
reading group guide. Writing at the height of her narrative and
imaginative gifts, Sue Monk Kidd presents a masterpiece of hope,
daring, the quest for freedom, and the desire to have a voice in the
world. Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth
century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that
enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s
daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is meant to do
something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits
imposed on women. Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s
eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of ten year old
Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable
journeys over the next thirty five years, as both strive for a life of
their own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a
complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and the
uneasy ways of love. As the stories build to a riveting climax,
Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding courage and a sense of
self in the process. Sarah will experience crushed hopes, betrayal,
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unrequited love, and ostracism before leaving Charleston to find her
place alongside her fearless younger sister, Angelina, as one of the
early pioneers in the abolition and women’s rights movements. Inspired
by the historical figure of Sarah Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record
to flesh out the rich interior lives of all of her characters, both
real and invented, including Handful’s cunning mother, Charlotte, who
courts danger in her search for something better. This exquisitely
written novel is a triumph of storytelling that looks with unswerving
eyes at a devastating wound in American history, through women whose
struggles for liberation, empowerment, and expression will leave no
reader unmoved. Please note there is another digital edition available
without Oprah’s notes. Go to Oprah.com/bookclub for more OBC 2.0
content

First Flight
Combining the infectious narration of Nick Hornby’s Funny Girl, the
philosophical lyricism of Roberto Bolaño’s The Savage Detectives, and
the mesmerizing power of Anna North’s The Life and Death of Sophie
Stark, a breathtaking debut, brimming with youthful brio and
irresistible humor, that chronicles a young man’s friendship with a
most peculiar artist. On a rooftop in Brooklyn on a spring night, a
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young intern and would-be writer, newly arrived from Copenhagen, meets
the intriguing Ana Ivan. Clever and funny, with an air of mystery and
melancholia, Ana is a performance artist, a mathematician, and a selfproclaimed time traveler. She is also bad luck, she confesses; she is
from a cursed Romanian lineage. Before long, the intern finds himself
seduced by Ana’s enthralling stories—of her unlucky countrymen; of her
parents’ romance during the worst years of Nicolae Ceaucescu’s
dictatorship; of a Daylight Savings switchover gone horribly wrong.
Ana also introduces him to her latest artistic endeavor. Following the
astronomical rather than the Gregorian calendar, she is trying to
alter her sense of time—an experiment that will lead her to live in
complete darkness for one month. Descending into the blackness with
Ana, the intern slowly loses touch with his own existence, entangling
himself in the lives of Ana, her starry-eyed mother Maria, and her
raging math-prodigy father Ciprian. Peeling back the layers of her
past, he eventually discovers the perverse tragedy that has haunted
Ana’s family for decades and shaped her journey from the streets of
Bucharest to the Atlas Mountains of Morocco and finally to New York
City. The Invention of Ana blurs the lines between narrative and
memory, perception and reality, identity and authenticity. In his
stunning debut novel, Mikkel Rosengaard illuminates the profound power
of stories to alter the world around us—and the lives of the ones we
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love.

The Discovery of Oxygen
In 1794, Joseph Priestley - amateur scientist, ordained minister and
radical thinker - set sail for America to escape persecution. Stephen
Johnson tells his incredible story: the discovery of oxygen, the
invention of a science, the founding of a church, and, with the great
minds of his time, the development of the United States itself. But
Priestley's revolutionary ideas put him in terrible danger. Johnson
uses the progress of Priestley and his colleagues not merely to
describe the wonder of discovery, but to show us how we have come to
understand the world, how far we have travelled with the power of
human enquiry - and how one man's curiosity can help build an entire
country.

The Invention of Air
Charles Stark Draper, often referred to as "The Father of Inertial
Navigation," was the moving force behind the development of the
floated gyroscope in the United States. He was an engineer, a
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scientist, and an inventor; an inspiring teacher; and a dynamic leader
responsible for creating the laboratory that brought inertial
navigation to fruition for operational use in submarines, aircraft,
and space vehicles. These factors alone make him worthy of study. But
Draper also created and ran the famous laboratory, now bearing his
name, that helped make MIT into one of the nation's leading research
centers for government research. The story of Draper's life and his
accomplishments cannot be separated from those of the Instrumentation
Laboratory, which are one and the same. Thus, this biography of
Charles Stark "Doc" Draper, is also a chronological accounting of the
MIT Instrumentation Laboratory and its contributions to the nation.
Draper's personality, drive, and intellectual curiosity, where at the
heart of the success of the MIT Instrumentation Laboratory. But
Draper's success was also due to his association with MIT, a place
that provided the resources, funding, and environment that enabled
Draper to achieve greatness. The presence of the Institute's engine
laboratory and the research fellowship that drew him back to MIT to
pursue a graduate degree laid the ground work for his doctoral
dissertation and the development of both the Engine Indicator and the
MIT-Sperry Apparatus for Measuring Vibration. For those who are
interested in naval history, three of Draper's accomplishments stand
out: the Mark 14 lead-computing gunsight, the Submarine Inertial
Page 31/34

Access Free The Invention Of Air A Story Of Science Faith Revolution And
The Birth Of America
Navigation System, and the inertial guidance systems designed and
engineered by Draper's laboratory for the Polaris, Poseidon, and
Trident ballistic missiles. The Mark 14 was the first of several
Draper gunsights and directors that revolutionized anti-aircraft
gunnery in World War II. Close to eighty percent of all enemy aircraft
shop down by the U.S. Navy ships in the Pacific during the period from
October 1944 thru January 1945 were brought down by Draper equipped
anti-aircraft guns. Draper's relationship with the Navy has continued
to this day. Draper, the research institution bearing his name that
evolved from the MIT Instrumentation Laboratory, continues to be the
Navy's sole source for Trident's Mk-6 guidance system.
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