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The Crack in the Cosmic Egg
Why have we humans always longed to connect with something larger than ourselves? Why does
consciousness inevitably involve us in a spiritual quest? Why, in short, won't God go away? Theologians,
philosophers, and psychologists have debated this question through the ages, arriving at a range of
contradictory and ultimately unprovable answers. But in this brilliant, groundbreaking new book,
researchers Andrew Newberg and Eugene d'Aquili offer an explanation that is at once profoundly simple
and scientifically precise: the religious impulse is rooted in the biology of the brain. Newberg and
d'Aquili base this revolutionary conclusion on a long-term investigation of brain function and behavior
as well as studies they conducted using high-tech imaging techniques to examine the brains of meditating
Buddhists and Franciscan nuns at prayer. What they discovered was that intensely focused spiritual
contemplation triggers an alteration in the activity of the brain that leads us to perceive transcendent
religious experiences as solid and tangibly real. In other words, the sensation that Buddhists call "oneness
with the universe" and the Franciscans attribute to the palpable presence of God is not a delusion or a
manifestation of wishful thinking but rather a chain of neurological events that can be objectively
observed, recorded, and actually photographed. The inescapable conclusion is that God is hard-wired
into the human brain. In Why God Won't Go Away, Newberg and d'Aquili document their pioneering
explorations in the field of neurotheology, an emerging discipline dedicated to understanding the
complex relationship between spirituality and the brain. Along the way, they delve into such essential
questions as whether humans are biologically compelled to make myths; what is the evolutionary
connection between religious ecstasy and sexual orgasm; what do Near Death Experiences reveal about
the nature of spiritual phenomena; and how does ritual create its own neurological environment. As their
journey unfolds, Newberg and d'Aquili realize that a single, overarching question lies at the heart of their
pursuit: Is religion merely a product of biology or has the human brain been mysteriously endowed with
the unique capacity to reach and know God? Blending cutting-edge science with illuminating insights
into the nature of consciousness and spirituality, Why God Won't Go Away bridges faith and reason,
mysticism and empirical data. The neurological basis of how the brain identifies the "real" is nothing
short of miraculous. This fascinating, eye-opening book dares to explore both the miracle and the
biology of our enduring relationship with God. From the Hardcover edition.

The Physics of God
The present “turn to religion” has also meant a rekindled interest in transcendence, a concept once
deemed a relic of a metaphysical past. This volume approaches transcendence from a particular
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perspective: that of language and literature seen as a matrix of expression of transcendence and its
interplay of immanence. The essays in this volume probe the poetic and literary devices through which
transcendence has been solicited, evoked, and generated. This has also meant revisiting the long
Christian tradition, not simply to rehabilitate it but as an indispensable source for present writing and
thinking.

Regenesis
“Bold and provocative… Regenesis tells of recent advances that may soon yield endless supplies of
renewable energy, increased longevity and the return of long-extinct species.”—New Scientist In
Regenesis, Harvard biologist George Church and science writer Ed Regis explore the possibilities—and
perils—of the emerging field of synthetic biology. Synthetic biology, in which living organisms are
selectively altered by modifying substantial portions of their genomes, allows for the creation of entirely
new species of organisms. These technologies—far from the out-of-control nightmare depicted in science
fiction—have the power to improve human and animal health, increase our intelligence, enhance our
memory, and even extend our life span. A breathtaking look at the potential of this world-changing
technology, Regenesis is nothing less than a guide to the future of life.

DMT: The Spirit Molecule
A groundbreaking perspective on Nature's plan for full human creativity and intelligence during the teen
years • Shows what is at the core of today's serious social and psychological problems • Explores the
sexual and spiritual stage of adolescent development • Details the connection between adolescent brain
and heart development and the issue of nature vs. nurture • By the author of Magical Child (250,000
copies sold) Something is supposed to happen during the adolescent years--something greater than
MTV, video games, and the Internet. Joseph Chilton Pearce describes this something as the natural
mandate for post-biological development--the development of the sexual and spiritual senses and
expansion of our growth process outside of our bodies and into the physical world that surrounds us.
Though first written in the mid 1980s, the message of From Magical Child to Magical Teen is even
more compelling and helpful today--especially for those who live with and work with adolescents.
Drawing on the stages of development outlined by Swiss biologist Jean Piaget and the brain research of
neuroscientist Paul MacLean, Pearce demonstrates how nature has built into us an agenda for the
intelligent unfolding of our lives. He offers a powerful critique of contemporary child-rearing practices
and a groundbreaking alternative to existing perspectives on adolescence so we can unleash our greatest
potential, as well as that of our children, in order to experience our fullness in the manner nature
intended all along.

The Singularity Is Near
Social visionary Joseph Chilton Pearce’s indictment of cultural imprinting as the cause of
humankind’s cruel and violent behavior • Refutes the Neo-Darwinist assumption that violence is
inherent in humanity • Identifies religion as the sustaining force behind our negative cultural
imprinting • Shows how infant-adult interactions unconsciously block the creative spirit We are all too
aware of the endless variety of cruel and violent behavior reported to us in the media, reminded daily
that in every corner of the world someone is suffering or dying at the hands of another. We have to ask:
Is this violence and cruelty endemic to our nature? Are we, at our foundation, really so murderous? In
The Death of Religion and the Rebirth of Spirit, Joseph Chilton Pearce, life-long advocate of human
potential, sounds an emphatic and convincing no. Pearce explains that beneath our awareness, culture
imprints a negative force-field that blocks the natural rise of the spirit toward its innate nature of love
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and altruism. Further, he identifies religion as the primary cultural force behind this negative imprinting.
Drawing from recent neuroscience, neurocardiology, cultural anthropology, and brain development
research, Pearce explains that the key to reversing this trend can be found in the interaction between
infants and adults. The adult mind-set effectively compromises the infant’s neural and hormonal
interactions between the heart and the higher evolutionary structures of the developing brain, thus
keeping us centered primarily in our most primitive and defensive neural foundations, generation after
generation. Pearce shows us that if we allow the intelligence of the heart to take hold and flourish, we
can reverse this unconscious loss of our true nature.

Why God Won't Go Away
A pioneering neuroscientist argues that we are more than our brains To many, the brain is the seat of
personal identity and autonomy. But the way we talk about the brain is often rooted more in mystical
conceptions of the soul than in scientific fact. This blinds us to the physical realities of mental function.
We ignore bodily influences on our psychology, from chemicals in the blood to bacteria in the gut, and
overlook the ways that the environment affects our behavior, via factors varying from subconscious sights
and sounds to the weather. As a result, we alternately overestimate our capacity for free will or equate
brains to inorganic machines like computers. But a brain is neither a soul nor an electrical network: it is a
bodily organ, and it cannot be separated from its surroundings. Our selves aren't just inside our
heads--they're spread throughout our bodies and beyond. Only once we come to terms with this can we
grasp the true nature of our humanity.

Magical Child
A TODAY SHOW #ReadWithJenna BOOK CLUB PICK! INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BEST
SELLER Yaa Gyasi's stunning follow-up to her acclaimed national best seller Homegoing is a powerful,
raw, intimate, deeply layered novel about a Ghanaian family in Alabama. Gifty is a sixth-year PhD
candidate in neuroscience at the Stanford University School of Medicine studying reward-seeking
behavior in mice and the neural circuits of depression and addiction. Her brother, Nana, was a gifted
high school athlete who died of a heroin overdose after an ankle injury left him hooked on OxyContin.
Her suicidal mother is living in her bed. Gifty is determined to discover the scientific basis for the
suffering she sees all around her. But even as she turns to the hard sciences to unlock the mystery of her
family's loss, she finds herself hungering for her childhood faith and grappling with the evangelical
church in which she was raised, whose promise of salvation remains as tantalizing as it is elusive.
Transcendent Kingdom is a deeply moving portrait of a family of Ghanaian immigrants ravaged by
depression and addiction and grief--a novel about faith, science, religion, love. Exquisitely written,
emotionally searing, this is an exceptionally powerful follow-up to Gyasi's phenomenal debut.

Magical Parent, Magical Child
An introduction to the Natural Learning Rhythms method of child care demonstrates how parents can
create environments that address the emotional, physical, and spiritual developments of children from a
whole-person perspective. Original.

The Biological Mind
Asserts our ability to reject the emptiness and alienation of our society and restore the bond with our
fundamental selves, providing examples from physics, poetry, and Swami Muktananda's teachings
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Evolution's End
The classic work that shaped the thought of a generation with its powerful insights into the true nature of
mind and reality. • Defines culture as a "cosmic egg" structured by the mind's drive for logical ordering
of its universe. • Provides techniques allowing individuals to break through the vicious circle of logicbased systems to attain expanded ways of creative living and learning. The sum total of our notions of
what the world is--and what we perceive its full potential to be--form a shell of rational thought in which
we reside. This logical universe creates a vicious circle of reasoning that robs our minds of power and
prevents us from reaching our true potential. To step beyond that circle requires a centering and focus
that today's society assaults on every level. Through the insights of Teilhard, Tillich, Jung, Jesus, Carlos
Castaneda, and others, Joseph Chilton Pearce provides a mode of thinking through which imagination
can escape the mundane shell of current construct reality and leap into a new phase of human evolution.
This enormously popular New Age classic is finally available again to challenge the assumptions of a new
generation of readers and help them develop their potential through new creative modes of thinking.
With a masterful synthesis of recent discoveries in physics, biology, and psychology, Pearce reveals the
extraordinary relationship of mind and reality and nature's blueprint for a self-transcending humanity.

The Transcendence of the Ego
It's time for the way we think about our families, our schools, and our lives to evolve. This passionate
and provocative critique of the way we raise our children and undermine our society's future delineates
the ways in which we thart our creative progess, and reveals a new landscape of possibilities for the next
step in human evolution. Brilliantly synthesizing twenty years of research into human intelligence, Joseph
Chilton Pearce -- author of the bestsellers The Crack in the Cosmic Egg and Magical Child -- show how:
• contemporary childbirth and daycare create a dangerous sense of alienation from the surrounding
world • TV impedes vital neurological development • synthetic hormones in our foods foster
premature sexual development, increasing the likelihood of pregnancy and rape • premature schooling
contributes to potentially explosive frustration and rebellion These everyday aspects of modern life have
a cumulative effect, contributing to violence, child suicide, and deteriorating family and social structures.
Proposing crucial yet simple solutions, Pearce persuasively argues that we have the power to get out of
our own way and unleash, instead, our "unlimited", awesome, and unknown" human potential as the
culmination of three billion years of evolution.

In Search of Transcendence
“Startling in scope and bravado.” —Janet Maslin, The New York Times “Artfully envisions a
breathtakingly better world.” —Los Angeles Times “Elaborate, smart and persuasive.” —The
Boston Globe “A pleasure to read.” —The Wall Street Journal One of CBS News’s Best Fall Books
of 2005 • Among St Louis Post-Dispatch’s Best Nonfiction Books of 2005 • One of Amazon.com’s
Best Science Books of 2005 A radical and optimistic view of the future course of human development
from the bestselling author of How to Create a Mind and The Age of Spiritual Machines who Bill Gates
calls “the best person I know at predicting the future of artificial intelligence” For over three decades,
Ray Kurzweil has been one of the most respected and provocative advocates of the role of technology in
our future. In his classic The Age of Spiritual Machines, he argued that computers would soon rival the
full range of human intelligence at its best. Now he examines the next step in this inexorable
evolutionary process: the union of human and machine, in which the knowledge and skills embedded in
our brains will be combined with the vastly greater capacity, speed, and knowledge-sharing ability of our
creations. From the Trade Paperback edition.
Page 4/15

Access Free The Biology Of Transcendence A Blueprint Of The Human
Spirit
Transcendence
A comparison of the views of Kierkegaard, Wittgenstein, and Kazantzakis on the topic of transcendence.
A fresh model for understanding this important yet complex notion is offered by the author

A Fire Upon The Deep
The timeless human desire to be more beautiful, intelligent, healthy, athletic, or young has given rise in
our time to technologies of human enhancement. Athletes use drugs to increase their strength or
stamina; cosmetic surgery is widely used to improve physical appearance; millions of men take drugs like
Viagra to enhance sexual performance. And today researchers are exploring technologies such as cell
regeneration and implantable devices that interact directly with the brain. Some condemn these
developments as a new kind of cheating—not just in sports but in life itself—promising rewards without
effort and depriving us most of all of what it means to be authentic human beings. “Transhumanists,”
on the other hand, reject what they see as a rationalizing of human limits, as if being human means
being content forever with underachieving bodies and brains. To be human, they insist, is to be restless
with possibilities, always eager to transcend biological limits. As the debate grows in urgency, how should
theology respond? Christian theologians recognize truth on both sides of the argument, pointing out how
the yearnings of the transhumanists—if not their technological methods—find deep affinities in Christian
belief. In this volume, Ronald Cole-Turner has joined seasoned scholars and younger, emerging voices
together to bring fresh insight into the technologies that are already reshaping the future of Christian life
and hope.

Transcendent Kingdom
In Transcend, famed futurist Ray Kurzweil and his coauthor Terry Grossman, MD, present a cutting
edge, accessible program based on the vanguard in nutrition and science. They’ve distilled thousands
of scientific studies to make the case that new developments in medicine and technology will allow us to
radically extend our life expectancies and slow the aging process. Transcend gives you the practical tools
you need to live long enough (and remain healthy long enough) to take full advantage of the biotech and
nanotech advances that have already begun and will continue to occur at an accelerating pace during
the years ahead. To help you remember the nine key components of the program, Ray and Terry have
arranged them into a mnemonic: Talk with your doctor, Relaxation, Assessment, Nutrition,
Supplements, Calorie reduction, Exercise, New technologies, Detoxification. This easy-to-follow
program will help you transcend the boundaries of your genetic legacy and live long enough to live
forever.

Religious Experience Revisited
CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE BRAIN SELF-REGULATION PARADOX The relationship of
consciousness to biology has intrigued mankind thoroughout recorded history. However, little progress
has been made not only in understanding these issues but also in raising fundamental questions central to
the problem. As Davidson and Davidson note in their introduction, William James suggested, almost a
century ago in his Principles of Psychology, that the brain was the organ of mind and be havior. James
went so far as to suggest that the remainder of the Principles was but a "footnote" to this central thesis.
This volume brings together diverse biobehavioral scientists who are addressing the various aspects of
the mindlbrainlbodylbehavior issue. Although some of the authors have previously published together in
other volumes, by and large the particular combination of authors and topics selected by the editors
makes this volume unique and timely. Unlike the Consciousness and Self-Regulation series (Schwartz &
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Shapiro, 1976, 1978), also published by Plenum, this volume is devoted entirely to a psychobiological
approach to consciousness. Although readers will differ in their interest in specific chapters, the wellrounded investigator who is concerned with the psychobiology of consciousness will want to become
intimately acquainted with all the views presented in this volume. As noted by the individual
contributors, the topic of this volume stimulates fundamental questions which, on the surface, may
appear trivial, yet, on further reflection, turn out to have deep significance.

Neuroscience, Selflessness, and Spiritual Experience
A study of the evolution of consciousness from the simplest organism, through the self-aware human
being, to enlightenment. Viewing recent theories from a Buddhist standpoint, the book sees evolution as
a process of perpetual self-transcendence.

The Bond of Power
In Transcendence and Sensoriness, scholars of theology, philosophy, art, music, and architecture, discuss
questions of transcendence, the human senses, and the arts through case studies considered in a broad
theological framework of religious aesthetics of the arts.

Exploring the Crack in the Cosmic Egg
Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995) emerged as an influential philosophical voice in the final decades of the
twentieth century, and his reputation has continued to flourish and increase in our own day. His central
themes--the primacy of the ethical and the core of ethics as our responsibility to and for others--speak to
readers from a host of disciplines and perspectives. However, his writings and thought are challenging
and difficult. The Oxford Handbook of Levinas contains essays that aim to clarify and engage Levinas
and his writings in a number of ways. Some focus on central themes of his work, others on the ways in
which he read and was influenced by figures from Plato, Hobbes, Descartes, and Kant to Blanchot,
Husserl, Heidegger, and Derrida. And there are essays on how his thinking has been appropriated in
moral and political thought, psychology, film criticism, and more, and on the relation between his
thinking and religious themes and traditions. Finally, several essays deal primarily with how readers have
criticized him and found him wanting. The volume exposes and explores both the depth of Levinas's
philosophical work and the range of applications to which it has been put, with special attention to
clarifying why his interests in the human condition, the crisis of civilization, the centrality and character
of ethics and morality, and the very meaning of human experience should be of interest to the widest
range of readers.

The Human Instinct
This comprehensive handbook synthesizes the often-fractured relationship between the study of biology
and the study of society. Bringing together a compelling array of interdisciplinary contributions, the
authors demonstrate how nuanced attention to both the biological and social sciences opens up novel
perspectives upon some of the most significant sociological, anthropological, philosophical and biological
questions of our era. The six sections cover topics ranging from genomics and epigenetics, to
neuroscience and psychology to social epidemiology and medicine. The authors collaboratively present
state-of-the-art research and perspectives in some of the most intriguing areas of what can be called
biosocial and biocultural approaches, demonstrating how quickly we are moving beyond the
acrimonious debates that characterized the border between biology and society for most of the twentieth
century. This landmark volume will be an extremely valuable resource for scholars and practitioners in
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all areas of the social and biological sciences. The chapter 'Ten Theses on the Subject of Biology and
Politics: Conceptual, Methodological, and Biopolitical Considerations' is open access under a CC BY 4.0
license via link.springer.com. Versions of the chapters 'The Transcendence of the Social', 'Scrutinizing
the Epigenetics Revolution', 'Species of Biocapital, 2008, and Speciating Biocapital, 2017' and
'Experimental Entanglements: Social Science and Neuroscience Beyond Interdisciplinarity' are available
open access via third parties. For further information please see license information in the chapters or on
link.springer.com.

From Magical Child to Magical Teen
Now with a new introduction for the Tor Essentials line, A Fire Upon the Deep is sure to bring a new
generation of SF fans to Vinge's award-winning works. A Hugo Award-winning Novel! “Vinge is one of
the best visionary writers of SF today.”-David Brin Thousands of years in the future, humanity is no
longer alone in a universe where a mind's potential is determined by its location in space, from
superintelligent entities in the Transcend, to the limited minds of the Unthinking Depths, where only
simple creatures, and technology, can function. Nobody knows what strange force partitioned space into
these "regions of thought," but when the warring Straumli realm use an ancient Transcendent artifact as
a weapon, they unwittingly unleash an awesome power that destroys thousands of worlds and enslaves all
natural and artificial intelligence. Fleeing this galactic threat, Ravna crash lands on a strange world with
a ship-hold full of cryogenically frozen children, the only survivors from a destroyed space-lab. They are
taken captive by the Tines, an alien race with a harsh medieval culture, and used as pawns in a ruthless
power struggle. Tor books by Vernor Vinge Zones of Thought Series A Fire Upon The Deep A
Deepness In The Sky The Children of The Sky Realtime/Bobble Series The Peace War Marooned in
Realtime Other Novels The Witling Tatja Grimm's World Rainbows End Collections Collected Stories
of Vernor Vinge True Names At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.

The Psychobiology of Consciousness
Cancer research has reached a major turning point. The quality and quantity of information gathered
about this disease in the past twenty years has revolutionized our understanding of its origins and
behavior. No one is better qualified to comment on these dramatic leaps forward than molecular
biologist Robert A. Weinberg, director of one of the leading cancer research centers in the world. In
One Renegade Cell , Weinberg presents an accessible and state-of-the-art account of how the disease
begins and how, one day, it will be cured. Weinberg tells how the roots of cancer were uncovered in
1909 and when the first cancer-causing virus was discovered. He then moves forward to the discovery of
the role of chemical carcinogens and radiation in triggering cancer, and relates the remarkable story of
the discoveries of oncogenes and tumor suppressor genes, the master controllers of normal and
malignant cell proliferation. This book, which presumes little prior knowledge of biology, describes the
revolution in biomedical research that has finally uncovered the forces driving malignant growth.
Drawing on insights that simply were not available until recently, the discoveries presented in One
Renegade Cell have already begun to profoundly alter the way that we diagnose and treat human
cancers.

Transcendence
This parenting guide presents seven principles for guiding and teaching children in today's turbulent
learning environment. It replaces traditional adult-child formulas, rewards, and punishments with
playful interaction, creative intelligence, and insight. With the goal of raising happy, healthy, intelligent
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young people, the book adopts proven strategies that allow top athletes and others to perform at high
levels, called variously "zone," "flow," and "play." Using these concepts, parents and other caregivers will
learn how to create and maintain "Optimum Learning Relationships" with children of any age.

The Palgrave Handbook of Biology and Society
The search for our elusive human origins and an understanding of the mysteries of the human body
have challenged the most inquisitive and imaginative thinkers from Egyptian times through the twentieth
century. In The Epic History of Biology, Anthony Serafini - a distinguished philosopher and historian of
science - regales the reader with the triumphs and failures of the geniuses of the life sciences. The
subtleties of the animal kingdom - anatomy, zoology, and reproduction - along with the complexities of
the plant kingdom, have fascinated humanity as far back as 5000 years ago. Astounding ancient
knowledge of the arcane curing powers of herbs as well as early experimentation with different chemical
combinations for such purposes as mummification led to today's biological technology. Innovative
pioneers such as Aristotle, Galen, Hippocrates, and Vesalius challenged the limits of knowledge and
single-mindedly pursued their work, often in the face of blind superstition. In superb, lyrical prose
Serafini recreates the ideas and theories of these revolutionaries from ancient times through today,
against the backdrop of the dogma and prejudices of their time. He explores the inspired revelations that
gave birth to such discoveries as the controversial theory of evolution, the humble origins of genetics, the
fantastic predictions of quantum mechanics, and the infinite promise of computer technology. Even
today the biological sciences are undergoing rapid and kaleidoscopic changes. Every new insight gives
rise to a myriad of new ethical questions and responsibilities. The Epic History of Biology confronts these
issues head on and predicts the wondrous new directions biology will follow.

The Idea of the Brain
New York Times Book Review 10 Best Books of 2018 A New York Times Notable Book The #1 New
York Times bestseller. A brilliant and brave investigation into the medical and scientific revolution
taking place around psychedelic drugs--and the spellbinding story of his own life-changing psychedelic
experiences When Michael Pollan set out to research how LSD and psilocybin (the active ingredient in
magic mushrooms) are being used to provide relief to people suffering from difficult-to-treat conditions
such as depression, addiction and anxiety, he did not intend to write what is undoubtedly his most
personal book. But upon discovering how these remarkable substances are improving the lives not only
of the mentally ill but also of healthy people coming to grips with the challenges of everyday life, he
decided to explore the landscape of the mind in the first person as well as the third. Thus began a
singular adventure into various altered states of consciousness, along with a dive deep into both the latest
brain science and the thriving underground community of psychedelic therapists. Pollan sifts the
historical record to separate the truth about these mysterious drugs from the myths that have surrounded
them since the 1960s, when a handful of psychedelic evangelists inadvertently catalyzed a powerful
backlash against what was then a promising field of research. A unique and elegant blend of science,
memoir, travel writing, history, and medicine, How to Change Your Mind is a triumph of participatory
journalism. By turns dazzling and edifying, it is the gripping account of a journey to an exciting and
unexpected new frontier in our understanding of the mind, the self, and our place in the world. The true
subject of Pollan's "mental travelogue" is not just psychedelic drugs but also the eternal puzzle of human
consciousness and how, in a world that offers us both suffering and joy, we can do our best to be fully
present and find meaning in our lives.

One Renegade Cell
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Activating the compassionate intelligence of the heart to reconnect to the universe and our spiritual
future • Shows how the heart is connected to our prefrontal cortex and offers a balancing
counterweight to the calculating intellect of the lower brain • Explains how we are stuck in reactive
behavior loops resulting from the loss of the nurturing culture of our ancestors • Reveals how the HeartMind Matrix connects us to the universe and is the engine of spiritual evolution Expanding the
revolutionary theories of mind explored in the bestselling The Crack in the Cosmic Egg and The Biology
of Transcendence, Joseph Chilton Pearce explains how the heart provides the balancing intelligence to
the brain’s calculating intellect, an innate system of emotional-mental coherence lost generations ago
through a breakdown of the nurturing culture of our ancestors. By severing ourselves from our heart
intelligence, we are left with our selfish, survival-oriented reptilian brains, which create and reinforce
“strange loops” between potential and actual reality, leading to our modern world’s endless cycle of
self-inflicted disasters and societal crises. Pearce explains that in order to break these cycles and
transcend a life focused solely on surviving the results of our own reactive patterns, we must reconnect
with the compassionate intelligence of the heart. Offering a rich variety of evidence, Pearce explores
neurological research, lost and enduring nurturing cultures, personal experiences, and accounts from the
lives and writings of modern sages such as Jane Goodall, Maria Montessori, and Rudolf Steiner. He
shows that by activating the original matrix of the Heart-Mind--the engine of our spiritual evolution and
our innate connection to the universe--we can teach our brains new ways to think, amend our
destructive behavior loops, and enter into a future of peace, spiritual connection, and conscious
evolution.

Evolving Mind
A powerful examination of what we think we know about the brain and why -- despite technological
advances -- the workings of our most essential organ remain a mystery. For thousands of years, thinkers
and scientists have tried to understand what the brain does. Yet, despite the astonishing discoveries of
science, we still have only the vaguest idea of how the brain works. In The Idea of the Brain, scientist
and historian Matthew Cobb traces how our conception of the brain has evolved over the centuries.
Although it might seem to be a story of ever-increasing knowledge of biology, Cobb shows how our ideas
about the brain have been shaped by each era's most significant technologies. Today we might think the
brain is like a supercomputer. In the past, it has been compared to a telegraph, a telephone exchange, or
some kind of hydraulic system. What will we think the brain is like tomorrow, when new technology
arises? The result is an essential read for anyone interested in the complex processes that drive science
and the forces that have shaped our marvelous brains.

Symbiotic Planet
Religious Experience Revisited explores the contested relationship between experiences and expressions
of religion. The entanglements of experience and expression are taken as a point of departure to develop
a hermeneutics of religion in interdisciplinary and international perspectives.

Mind Fixers: Psychiatry's Troubled Search for the Biology of Mental Illness
Uses new research about the brain to explore how we can transcend our current physical and cultural
limitations • Reveals that transcendence of current modes of existence requires the dynamic interaction
of our fourth and fifth brains (intellect and intelligence) • Explores the idea that Jesus, Lao-tzu, and
other great beings in history are models of nature’s possibility and our ability to achieve transcendence
• 17,000 sold in hardcover since April 2002 Why do we seem stuck in a culture of violence and
injustice? How is it that we can recognize the transcendent ideal represented by figures such as Jesus,
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Lao-tzu, and many others who have walked among us and yet not seem to reach the same state? In The
Biology of Transcendence Joseph Chilton Pearce examines the current biological understanding of our
neural organization to address how we can go beyond the limitations and constraints of our current
capacities of body and mind--how we can transcend. Recent research in the neurosciences and
neurocardiology identifies the four neural centers of our brain and indicates that a fifth such center is
located in the heart. This research reveals that the evolutionary structure of our brain and its dynamic
interactions with our heart are designed by nature to reach beyond our current evolutionary capacities.
We are quite literally, made to transcend. Pearce explores how this “biological imperative” drives our
life into ever-greater realms of being--even as the “cultural imperative” of social conformity and
behavior counters this genetic heritage, blocks our transcendent capacities, and breeds violence in all its
forms. The conflict between religion and spirit is an important part of this struggle. But each of us may
overthrow these cultural imperatives to reach “unconflicted behavior,” wherein heart and mind-brain
resonate in synchronicity, opening us to levels of possibility beyond the ordinary.

The Death of Religion and the Rebirth of Spirit
Right from the instant of birth, says Joseph Pearce, the human child has only one concern--to learn all
that there is to learn about the world. But in the West we tend to thwart this concern from the very start.
Available once again, Magical Child shows how to restore this amazing capacity for creative intelligence
that is innate in every human.

The Epic History of Biology
The classic follow-up to the bestselling The Crack in the Cosmic Egg • Explains the process of
acculturation and the mechanisms that create our self-limiting “cosmic egg” of consensus reality •
Reveals how our biological development innately creates a “crack” in our cosmic egg--leaving a way
to return to the unencumbered consciousness of childhood • Explores ways to discover and explore the
“crack” to restore wholeness to our minds and reestablish our ability to create our own realities In this
classic follow-up to his bestselling The Crack in the Cosmic Egg, Joseph Chilton Pearce explains the
process of acculturation and the mechanisms that create our self-limiting “cosmic egg” of consensus
reality. Laying the groundwork for his later classic Magical Child, Pearce shows that we go through early
childhood connecting with the world through our senses. With the development of language and the
process of acculturation not only do our direct experiences of the world become much less vivid but our
innate states of nonordinary consciousness become suppressed. Trapped in a specific cultural context--a
“cosmic egg”--we are no longer able to have or even recognize mystical experiences not mediated by
the limitations of our culture. Motivated primarily by a fear of death, our enculturation literally splits our
minds and prevents us from living fully in the present. Drawing from Carlos Castaneda’s writings
about Don Juan and the sense of “body-knowing,” Pearce explores the varieties of nonordinary
consciousness that can help us return to the unencumbered consciousness of our infancy. He shows that
just as we each create our own cosmic egg of reality through cultural conditioning, we also innately
create a “crack” in that egg. Ultimately certain shifts in our biological development take place to offset
acculturation, leaving an avenue of return to our primary state. Pearce examines the creation of the
“egg” itself and ways to discover its inherent cracks to restore wholeness to our minds, release us from
our fear of death, and reestablish our ability to create our own realities through imagination and
biological transcendence.

Optimal Parenting
Although Charles Darwin's theory of evolution laid the foundations of modern biology, it did not tell the
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whole story. Most remarkably, The Origin of Species said very little about, of all things, the origins of
species. Darwin and his modern successors have shown very convincingly how inherited variations are
naturally selected, but they leave unanswered how variant organisms come to be in the first place. In
Symbiotic Planet, renowned scientist Lynn Margulis shows that symbiosis, which simply means members
of different species living in physical contact with each other, is crucial to the origins of evolutionary
novelty. Ranging from bacteria, the smallest kinds of life, to the largest -- the living Earth itself -Margulis explains the symbiotic origins of many of evolution's most important innovations. The very
cells we're made of started as symbiotic unions of different kinds of bacteria. Sex -- and its inevitable
corollary, death -- arose when failed attempts at cannibalism resulted in seasonally repeated mergers of
some of our tiniest ancestors. Dry land became forested only after symbioses of algae and fungi evolved
into plants. Since all living things are bathed by the same waters and atmosphere, all the inhabitants of
Earth belong to a symbiotic union. Gaia, the finely tuned largest ecosystem of the Earth's surface, is just
symbiosis as seen from space. Along the way, Margulis describes her initiation into the world of science
and the early steps in the present revolution in evolutionary biology; the importance of species
classification for how we think about the living world; and the way "academic apartheid" can block
scientific advancement. Written with enthusiasm and authority, this is a book that could change the way
you view our living Earth.

The Heart-Mind Matrix
The Transcendence of the Ego may be regarded as a turning-point in the philosophical development of
Jean-Paul Sartre. Prior to the writing of this essay, published in France in 1937, Sartre had been
intimately acquainted with the phenomenological movement which originated in Germany with
Edmund Husserl. It is a fundamental tenet of Husserl, the notion of a transcendent ego, which is here
attacked by Sartre. This disagreement with Husserl has great importance for Sartre and facilitated the
transition from phenomenology to the doctrine of Being and Nothingness.

Transhumanism and Transcendence
In the tradition of Guns, Germs, and Steel and Sapiens, a winner of the Royal Society Prize for Science
Books shows how four tools enabled has us humans to control the destiny of our species "A wondrous,
visionary work." --Tim Flannery, scientist and author of the bestselling The Weather Makers What
enabled us to go from simple stone tools to smartphones? How did bands of hunter-gatherers evolve into
multinational empires? Readers of Sapiens will say a cognitive revolution -- a dramatic evolutionary
change that altered our brains, turning primitive humans into modern ones -- caused a cultural
explosion. In Transcendence, Gaia Vince argues instead that modern humans are the product of a
nuanced coevolution of our genes, environment, and culture that goes back into deep time. She explains
how, through four key elements -- fire, language, beauty, and time -- our species diverged from the
evolutionary path of all other animals, unleashing a compounding process that launched us into the
Space Age and beyond. Provocative and poetic, Transcendence shows how a primate took dominion
over nature and turned itself into something marvelous.

How to Change Your Mind
From one of America’s best-known biologists, a revolutionary new way of thinking about evolution
that shows “why, in light of our origins, humans are still special” (Edward J. Larson, Pulitzer
Prize–winning author of Evolution). Once we had a special place in the hierarchy of life on Earth—a
place confirmed by the literature and traditions of every human tribe. But then the theory of evolution
arrived to shake the tree of human understanding to its roots. To many of the most passionate advocates
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for Darwin’s theory, we are just one species among multitudes, no more significant than any other.
Even our minds are not our own, they tell us, but living machines programmed for nothing but survival
and reproduction. In The Human Instinct, Brown University biologist Kenneth R. Miller “confronts
both lay and professional misconceptions about evolution” (Publishers Weekly, starred review), showing
that while evolution explains how our bodies and brains were shaped, that heritage does not limit or
predetermine human behavior. In fact, Miller argues in this “highly recommended” (Forbes) work
that it is only thanks to evolution that we have the power to shape our destiny. Equal parts natural
science and philosophy, The Human Instinct makes an “absorbing, lucid, and engaging…case that it
was evolution that gave us our humanity” (Ursula Goodenough, professor of biology at Washington
University in St. Louis).

Transcend
“A deceptively light treatment of mind-blowing technologies and their cultural, social and political
impact. This book will put your mind on fire.”—Giulio Prisco, Hacked.com Transhumanism is an
international movement that advocates the use of science and technology to overcome the natural
limitations experienced by humanity, through such developments as: the Singularity—the creation of
machine intelligences that exceed the capacities of our biological brains the ability to replicate individual
minds and put them into solid-state bodies or virtual environments individual control over mental and
emotional states for enhancing functionalities and/or ecstasies Some of this is happening now. Some it is
still in the minds of dreamers. In nearly ninety A-Z entries, Transcendence provides a multilayered look
at the accelerating advances in artificial intelligence, cognitive science, genomics, information
technology, nanotechnology, neuroscience, space exploration, synthetic biology, robotics, and virtual
worlds that are making transhumanism a reality. Entries range from Cloning and Cyborg Feminism to
Designer Babies and Memory-Editing Drugs. In addition, the book notes historical predecessors and
personalities, both in mythology and history—ranging from Timothy Leary to Michael Jackson to Ray
Kurzweil. It also introduces the culture around Transhumanism, covering all the geeky obsessions of the
Transhumanist movement. “A new book deciphering the surreal truths, questionable fictions, and high
weirdness of the Singularity . . . Infotaining, irreverent, and frequent piss-taking paperback.”—Boing
Boing “RU Sirius and Jay Cornell present us with their own psychedelic guide to the galaxy in this
adventurous idea-rich book, bootstrapping on emerging technologies that beckon us to take control of
our evolutionary destiny and lead humanity towards radical new landscapes of mind, of dream, of
cosmos, of possibility.”—Jason SilvaTranshumanism is an international movement that advocates the
use of science and technology to overcome the natural limitations experienced by humanity, through
such developments as:the Singularitythe creation of machine intelligences that exceed the capacities of
our biological brainsthe ability to replicate individual minds and put them into solid-state bodies or
virtual environmentsindividual control over mental and emotional states for enhancing functionalities
and/or ecstasiesSome of this is happening now. Some it is still in the minds of dreamers. In nearly ninety
A-Z entries,Transcendenceprovides a multilayered look at the accelerating advances in artificial
intelligence, cognitive science, genomics, information technology, nanotechnology, neuroscience, space
exploration, synthetic biology, robotics, and virtual worlds that are making transhumanism a reality.
Entries range from Cloning and Cyborg Feminism to Designer Babies and Memory-Editing Drugs. In
addition, the book notes historical predecessors and personalities, both in mythology and historyranging
from Timothy Leary to Michael Jackson to Ray Kurzweil. It also introduces the culture around
Transhumanism, covering all the geeky obsessions of the Transhumanist movement.

Transcendence and Sensoriness
Neuroscience, Selflessness, and Spiritual Transcendence conveys the manner by which selflessness serves
as a neuropsychological and religious foundation for spiritually transcendent experiences. The book
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combines neurological case studies and neuroscience research with religious accounts of transcendence
experiences from the perspective of both the neurosciences and the history of religions. Chapters cover
the subjective experience of transcendence, an historical summary of different philosophical and religious
perspectives, a review of the neuroscience research that describes the manner by which the brain
processes and creates a self, and more. The book presents a model that bridges the divide between
neuroscience and religion, presenting a resource that will be critical reading for advanced students and
researchers in both fields. Creates a common focus on selflessness as a reliable construct for use by all
disciplines interested in the basis of spiritual experience Links neuroanatomical data with religious texts
from multiple faith traditions to describe the necessity of selflessness for spiritual experience and
transformation Highlights disorders in neurological functioning that result in disorders of the self

The Oxford Handbook of Levinas
Mind Fixers tells the history of psychiatry’s quest to understand the biological basis of mental illness
and asks where we need to go from here. In Mind Fixers, Anne Harrington, author of The Cure Within,
explores psychiatry’s repeatedly frustrated struggle to understand mental disorder in biomedical terms.
She shows how the stalling of early twentieth century efforts in this direction allowed Freudians and
social scientists to insist, with some justification, that they had better ways of analyzing and fixing minds.
But when the Freudians overreached, they drove psychiatry into a state of crisis that a new “biological
revolution” was meant to alleviate. Harrington shows how little that biological revolution had to do
with breakthroughs in science, and why the field has fallen into a state of crisis in our own time. Mind
Fixers makes clear that psychiatry’s waxing and waning biological enthusiasms have been shaped not
just by developments in the clinic and lab, but also by a surprising range of social factors, including
immigration, warfare, grassroots activism, and assumptions about race and gender. Government
programs designed to empty the state mental hospitals, acrid rivalries between different factions in the
field, industry profit mongering, consumerism, and an uncritical media have all contributed to the story
as well. In focusing particularly on the search for the biological roots of schizophrenia, depression, and
bipolar disorder, Harrington underscores the high human stakes for the millions of people who have
sought medical answers for their mental suffering. This is not just a story about doctors and scientists, but
about countless ordinary people and their loved ones. A clear-eyed, evenhanded, and yet passionate tour
de force, Mind Fixers recounts the past and present struggle to make mental illness a biological problem
in order to lay the groundwork for creating a better future, both for those who suffer and for those whose
job it is to care for them.

The Poetics of Transcendence
A clinical psychiatrist explores the effects of DMT, one of the most powerful psychedelics known. • A
behind-the-scenes look at the cutting edge of psychedelic research. • Provides a unique scientific
explanation for the phenomenon of alien abduction experiences. From 1990 to 1995 Dr. Rick Strassman
conducted U.S. Government-approved and funded clinical research at the University of New Mexico in
which he injected sixty volunteers with DMT, one of the most powerful psychedelics known. His detailed
account of those sessions is an extraordinarily riveting inquiry into the nature of the human mind and
the therapeutic potential of psychedelics. DMT, a plant-derived chemical found in the psychedelic
Amazon brew, ayahuasca, is also manufactured by the human brain. In Strassman's volunteers, it
consistently produced near-death and mystical experiences. Many reported convincing encounters with
intelligent nonhuman presences, aliens, angels, and spirits. Nearly all felt that the sessions were among
the most profound experiences of their lives. Strassman's research connects DMT with the pineal gland,
considered by Hindus to be the site of the seventh chakra and by Rene Descartes to be the seat of the
soul. DMT: The Spirit Molecule makes the bold case that DMT, naturally released by the pineal gland,
facilitates the soul's movement in and out of the body and is an integral part of the birth and death
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experiences, as well as the highest states of meditation and even sexual transcendence. Strassman also
believes that "alien abduction experiences" are brought on by accidental releases of DMT. If used wisely,
DMT could trigger a period of remarkable progress in the scientific exploration of the most mystical
regions of the human mind and soul.

The Biology of Transcendence
Setting aside the pervasive material bias of science and lifting the obscuring fog of religious sectarianism
reveals a surprisingly clear unity of science and religion. The explanations of transcendent phenomena
given by saints, sages, and near-death experiencers—miracles, immortality, heaven, God, and
transcendent awareness—are fully congruent with scientific discoveries in the fields of relativity,
quantum physics, medicine, M-theory, neuroscience, and quantum biology. The Physics of God
describes the intersections of science and religion with colorful, easy-to-understand metaphors, making
abstruse subjects within both science and religion easily accessible to the layman—no math, no dogma.
This intriguing book: Pulls back the curtain on the light-show illusion we call matter. Connects string
theory’s hidden brane worlds to religion’s transcendent heavens. Reveals the scientific secret of life
and immortality: quantum biology’s startling discovery that the human body is continuously entangled.
Demonstrates the miracle-making power of our minds to effect instantaneous physiological changes.
Explains how the intelligent observer effect confirms our high spiritual potential. Compelling and
concise, The Physics of God will make you believe in the unity of science and religion and eager to
experience the personal transcendence that is the promise of both.
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