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The Collapse of Western Civilization
The Future of Technics & Civilization
An examination of Cities of the Western world tracing their development from Egypt through the Middle Ages to the present

The Condition of Man
Lewis Mumford was the author of more than thirty influential books, many of which expounded his views on the perils of urban sprawl and a society
obsessed with technics. This text provides the essence of Mumford's views on the distinct yet interpenetrating roles of technology and the arts in modern
culture.

Red
Out of Control chronicles the dawn of a new era in which the machines and systems that drive our economy are so complex and autonomous as to be
indistinguishable from living things.

The Prospect of Internet Democracy
This collection of essays by leading scholars explores the numerous and brilliant facets of Lewis Mumford's insights into technology and modern culture.
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Characterized as one of the last of the American public intellectuals, Mumford has written extensively about those issues and problems that are most
challenging and troubling for modern society. His Technics and Civilization (1934) and the two-volume The Myth of the Machine (1967 and 1970) still
provide an agenda for discussion of technology and culture. Mumford foresightedly warned against simplistic technological determinism by exploring the
ways in which values shape technology. He is generally recognized as a seminal figure who laid the foundations for the fields of American Studies and the
History of Technology. This compelling portrait of Mumford, written in an accessible style, and exploring highly controversial, timely issues, makes a
substantial contribution to the rapidly growing interest in the interaction of technology and culture, and is must reading for students of the history and
sociology of science and technology, American studies, and American intellectual and cultural history.

Technics and Civilization
Technics and Civilization first presented its compelling history of the machine and critical study of its effects on civilization in 1934—before television, the
personal computer, and the Internet even appeared on our periphery. Drawing upon art, science, philosophy, and the history of culture, Lewis Mumford
explained the origin of the machine age and traced its social results, asserting that the development of modern technology had its roots in the Middle Ages
rather than the Industrial Revolution. Mumford sagely argued that it was the moral, economic, and political choices we made, not the machines that we
used, that determined our then industrially driven economy. Equal parts powerful history and polemic criticism, Technics and Civilization was the first
comprehensive attempt in English to portray the development of the machine age over the last thousand years—and to predict the pull the technological still
holds over us today. “The questions posed in the first paragraph of Technics and Civilization still deserve our attention, nearly three quarters of a century
after they were written.”—Journal of Technology and Culture

Money Changes Everything
Using the designing and building of the Clock of the Long Now as a framework, this is a book about the practical use of long time perspective: how to get
it, how to use it, how to keep it in and out of sight. Here are the central questions it inspires: How do we make long-term thinking automatic and common
instead of difficult and rare? Discipline in thought allows freedom. One needs the space and reliability to predict continuity to have the confidence not to be
afraid of revolutions Taking the time to think of the future is more essential now than ever, as culture accelerates beyond its ability to be measured Probable
things are vastly outnumbered by countless near-impossible eventualities. Reality is statistically forced to be extraordinary; fiction is not allowed this
freedom This is a potent book that combines the chronicling of fantastic technology with equally visionary philosophical inquiry.

In Old Friendship
2020 Reprint of the 1932 Edition. Man and Technics: A Contribution to a Philosophy of Life is a short book by Oswald Spengler, in which the author
presents a harsh critique of technology and industrialism, especially in Western Society during Spengler's era. The principal idea in the work is that many of
the Western world's great achievements may soon become spectacles for our descendants to marvel at, as we do with the pyramids of Egypt or the baths of
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Rome. In Spengler's view, western culture will be destroyed from within by materialism, and destroyed by others through economic competition and
warfare. Spengler's views are very controversial and many of his conclusions might seem extreme to a modern reader. Nevertheless, he continues to be read
to this day and remains an important, if extreme, critic of modern "progress."

The Myth of the Machine
Combines in one volume Technics and Language and Memory and Rhythms, the cornerstones of Leroi-Gourhan's comprehensive theory of human behavior
and cultural development AndrÃ Leroi-Gourhan (1911-1986) was an anthropologist and paleontologist whose theoretical endeavors extended well beyond
those realms to encompass the culture of the twentieth century and its most advanced developments. His bold and coherent revision of both analytic and
archaeological methods revolutionized the study of prehistoric culture. His adoption of the structuralist method for the analysis of prehistoric art enabled a
radical rethinking and clearer understanding of its nature, with resulting implications for the understanding of the art of our own times, and for a broad
range of contemporary issues.Leroi-Gourhan was, for example, concerned with questions of communication, particularly the ways in which new techniques
of communication reshape our understanding of language and writing. His work in this field has proved catalytic for the thinking of other major theorists,
among them Jacques Derrida. Gesture and Speech combines in one volume Technics and Language and Memory and Rhythms, which are the cornerstones
of Leroi-Gourhan's comprehensive theory of human behavior and cultural development. In Technics and Language, Leroi-Gourhan looks at prehistoric
technology in relation to the development of cognitive and linguistic faculties, expanding on the cultural ramifications of erect posture, a short face, a free
hand during locomotion, and possession of movable implements.Memory and Rhythms approaches its subject from the standpoints of sociology and
aesthetics. Here Leroi-Gourhan addresses the problems of instinct and intelligence. He defines the relationship between aesthetic behavior, on the one hand,
and species attitudes and the personalization of ethnic groups, on the other, and undertakes a sweeping aesthetic analysis from visceral perception to
figurative art, including a discussion of the "language of forms" that makes figurative art an abstract expression of language.

Technics and Civilization
The underground has always played a prominent role in human imaginings, both as a place of refuge and as a source of fear. In a work that masterfully
combines the study of technology and the study of literature, Rosalind Williams argues that the subterranean environment has become a model for a future
dominated by technology.

The Conduct of Life
The Story of B
Between 1928 and 1981 architectural and cultural critic Lewis Mumford exchanged nearly six hundred letters with Melville scholar and Harvard
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psychologist Henry A. Murray. "In Old Friendship" documents that richly rewarding interaction. Covering fifty years of devoted camaraderie between two
exceptional minds, the book offers profound insights into the intellectual frustrations behind their significant careers and the emotional needs that framed
their vibrant, often dramatic lives. To Mumford, a writer who sought to change the course of world events, iconoclastic Murray became a welcome
confidant, critic, mentor, and friend. The letters reflect the wide range of public and private interests held by both men. Love’s entanglements are aired
alongside literary labors. By chronicling the private worlds of these intellectual icons, this volume emerges as a crucial research tool for students of
American intellectual history and culture, literary criticism, urbanism, architecture, and political arenas such as World War II and the Cold War. It offers a
unique prism through which to observe the dramatic shifts in American society and culture in the twentieth century.

Notes on the Underground
The color red has represented many things, from the life force and the divine to love, lust, and anger. Up through the Middle Ages, red held a place of
privilege in the Western world. For many cultures, red was not just one color of many but rather the only color worthy enough to be used for social
purposes. In some languages, the word for red was the same as the word for color. The first color developed for painting and dying, red became associated
in antiquity with war, wealth, and power. In the medieval period, red held both religious significance, as the color of the blood of Christ and the fires of
Hell, and secular meaning, as a symbol of love, glory, and beauty. Yet during the Protestant Reformation, red began to decline in status. Viewed as indecent
and immoral and linked to luxury and the excesses of the Catholic Church, red fell out of favor. After the French Revolution, red gained new respect as the
color of progressive movements and radical left-wing politics. In this beautifully illustrated book, Michel Pastoureau, the acclaimed author of Blue, Black,
and Green, now masterfully navigates centuries of symbolism and complex meanings to present the fascinating and sometimes controversial history of the
color red. Pastoureau illuminates red's evolution through a diverse selection of captivating images, including the cave paintings of Lascaux, the works of
Renaissance masters, and the modern paintings and stained glass of Mark Rothko and Josef Albers.

Lewis Mumford
Lewis Mumford's achievements as an architectural critic, literary critic and urbanist are well known. However, his contribution to the American studies
movement and to cultural studies in general has almost been forgotten in recent years. By situating Mumford's work in its contemporary intellectual context
and by considering some of its legacies for the study of 'culture and civilization' - especially in the nascent field of American studies - this book considers
Mumford as an 'author', drawing out some of the expressive, political and methodological significance of this term. In an attempt to counter frequent
arguments that Mumford's works are inconsistent, repetitive and derivative, the author argues that, taken as a whole, they demonstrate a consistent interdisciplinary or trans-disciplinary critical project, and that Mumford's thought is comparable with that of Marx and Weber. The book traces this critical
project through Mumford's works from the early twentieth century and also through his formal process of writing. The author aims to show that Mumford's
project was neither provincial nor reactionary, as some have argued, but was instead a dynamic juxtaposition of past and present that enabled him to
imagine a future where humans might fulfil their potential in a more perfectly republican, even utopian, urban space.
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The Clock Of The Long Now
Buried renaissance of Root, Sullivan, Roebling, W. Homer, Eakins, Ryder, others. 12 illustrations.

Routledge Revivals: Man and Technics (1932)
Malcolm Cowley called Lewis Mumford "the last of the great humanists," and indeed, in more than six decades of writing, Mumford made contributions to
history, philosophy, literature, art, architectural criticism, and urban planning. The author of some thirty books, Mumford produced a body of work almost
unequaled in the twentieth century for its range and richness. A New York Times Notable Book, Donald Miller's engagingly written biography reveals
Mumford's full and fascinating life. Based on ten years of research and unprecedented access to original and private papers, Miller penetrates Mumford's
reserved public persona and takes in the complete man, his works as well as his days, as he struggles to transform the world -- and his own life -- in decades
marked by unparalleled change. "Miller is an excellent critical guide to Mumford's voluminous writing." -- The New Yorker "A gracefully written
biography." -- Francesca McKeon, San Francisco Chronicle "With this large, large-spirited life of Lewis Mumford Miller takes his place in the first rank of
contemporary American biographers." -- David McCullough

Facebooking the Anthropocene in Raja Ampat
The first philosophy of technology, constructing humans as technological and technology as an underpinning of all culture Ernst Kapp was a foundational
scholar in the fields of media theory and philosophy of technology. His 1877 Elements of a Philosophy of Technology is a visionary study of the human
body and its relationship with the world that surrounds it. At the book’s core is the concept of “organ projection”: the notion that humans use technology in
an effort to project their organs to the outside, to be understood as “the soul apparently stepping out of the body in the form of a sending-out of mental
qualities” into the world of artifacts. Kapp applies this theory of organ projection to various areas of the material world—the axe externalizes the arm, the
lens the eye, the telegraphic system the neural network. From the first tools to acoustic instruments, from architecture to the steam engine and the mechanic
routes of the railway, Kapp’s analysis shifts from “simple” tools to more complex network technologies to examine the projection of relations. What
emerges from Kapp’s prophetic work is nothing less than the emergence of early elements of a cybernetic paradigm.

Sticks and Stones
Leading scholars historicize and theorize technology’s role in architectural design Although the question of technics pervades the contemporary discipline
of architecture, there are few critical analyses on the topic. Design Technics fills this gap, arguing that the technical dimension of design has often been
flattened into the broader celebratory rhetoric of innovation. Bringing together leading scholars in architectural and design history, the volume’s
contributors situate these tools on a broader epistemological and chronological canvas. The essays here construct histories—some panoramic and others
unfolding around a specific episode—of seven techniques regularly used by the designer in the architectural studio today: rendering, modeling, scanning,
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equipping, specifying, positioning, and repeating. Starting with observations about the epistemological changes that have unfolded in the discipline in
recent decades but seeking to offer a more expansive meaning for technics, the volume casts new light on concepts such as form, experience, and image that
have played central roles in historical architectural discourses. Among the questions addressed: How was the concept of form immanent in practices of
scanning since the late nineteenth century? What was the historical relationship between rendering and experience in Enlightenment discourses? How did
practices of specifying reconfigure the distinction between intellectual and manual labor? What kind of rationality is inherent in the designer’s constant
clicking of the mouse in front of her screen? In addressing these and other questions, this engaging and timely collection thereby proposes technics as a site
for historical and philosophical reflection not only for those engaged in architectural design but also for any scholar working in the humanities today.
Contributors: Lucia Allais, Edward Eigen, Orit Halpern, John Harwood, Matthew C. Hunter, and Michael Osman.

Design Technics
"[A] magnificent history of money and finance."--New York Times Book Review “Convincingly makes the case that finance is a change-maker of changemakers.”--Financial Times In the aftermath of recent financial crises, it's easy to see finance as a wrecking ball: something that destroys fortunes and jobs,
and undermines governments and banks. In Money Changes Everything, leading financial historian William Goetzmann argues the exact opposite—that the
development of finance has made the growth of civilizations possible. Goetzmann explains that finance is a time machine, a technology that allows us to
move value forward and backward through time; and that this innovation has changed the very way we think about and plan for the future. He shows how
finance was present at key moments in history: driving the invention of writing in ancient Mesopotamia, spurring the classical civilizations of Greece and
Rome to become great empires, determining the rise and fall of dynasties in imperial China, and underwriting the trade expeditions that led Europeans to
the New World. He also demonstrates how the apparatus we associate with a modern economy—stock markets, lines of credit, complex financial products,
and international trade—were repeatedly developed, forgotten, and reinvented over the course of human history. Exploring the critical role of finance over
the millennia, and around the world, Goetzmann details how wondrous financial technologies and institutions—money, bonds, banks, corporations, and
more—have helped urban centers to expand and cultures to flourish. And it's not done reshaping our lives, as Goetzmann considers the challenges we face in
the future, such as how to use the power of finance to care for an aging and expanding population. Money Changes Everything presents a fascinating look
into the way that finance has steered the course of history.

A Culture of Improvement
How technological change in the West has been driven by the pursuit of improvement: a history of technology, from plows and printing presses to
penicillin, the atomic bomb, and the computer. Why does technology change over time, how does it change, and what difference does it make? In this
sweeping, ambitious look at a thousand years of Western experience, Robert Friedel argues that technological change comes largely through the pursuit of
improvement--the deep-rooted belief that things could be done in a better way. What Friedel calls the "culture of improvement" is manifested every day in
the ways people carry out their tasks in life--from tilling fields and raising children to waging war. Improvements can be ephemeral or lasting, and one
person's improvement may not always be viewed as such by others. Friedel stresses the social processes by which we define what improvements are and
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decide which improvements will last and which will not. These processes, he emphasizes, have created both winners and losers in history. Friedel presents a
series of narratives of Western technology that begin in the eleventh century and stretch into the twenty-first. Familiar figures from the history of invention
are joined by others--the Italian preacher who described the first eyeglasses, the dairywomen displaced from their control over cheesemaking, and the littleknown engineer who first suggested a grand tower to Gustav Eiffel. Friedel traces technology from the plow and the printing press to the internal
combustion engine, the transistor, and the space shuttle. Friedel also reminds us that faith in improvement can sometimes have horrific consequences, as
improved weaponry makes warfare ever more deadly and the drive for improving human beings can lead to eugenics and even genocide. The most
comprehensive attempt to tell the story of Western technology in many years, engagingly written and lavishly illustrated, A Culture of Improvement
documents the ways in which the drive for improvement has shaped our modern world.

The Decline of the West
The year is 2393, and the world is almost unrecognizable. Clear warnings of climate catastrophe went ignored for decades, leading to soaring temperatures,
rising sea levels, widespread drought and—finally—the disaster now known as the Great Collapse of 2093, when the disintegration of the West Antarctica Ice
Sheet led to mass migration and a complete reshuffling of the global order. Writing from the Second People's Republic of China on the 300th anniversary of
the Great Collapse, a senior scholar presents a gripping and deeply disturbing account of how the children of the Enlightenment—the political and economic
elites of the so-called advanced industrial societies—failed to act, and so brought about the collapse of Western civilization. In this haunting, provocative
work of science-based fiction, Naomi Oreskes and Eric M. Conway imagine a world devastated by climate change. Dramatizing the science in ways
traditional nonfiction cannot, the book reasserts the importance of scientists and the work they do and reveals the self-serving interests of the so called
"carbon combustion complex" that have turned the practice of science into political fodder. Based on sound scholarship and yet unafraid to speak boldly,
this book provides a welcome moment of clarity amid the cacophony of climate change literature.

Impact of Western Man
In Beyond Civilization, Daniel Quinn thinks the unthinkable. We all know there's no one right way to build a bicycle, no one right way to design an
automobile, no one right way to make a pair of shoes, but we're convinced that there must be only one right way to live -- and the one we have is it, no
matter what. Beyond Civilization makes practical sense of the vision of Daniel Quinn's best-selling novel Ishmael. Examining ancient civilizations such as
the Maya and the Olmec, as well as modern-day microcosms of alternative living like circus societies, Quinn guides us on a quest for a new model for
society, one that is forward-thinking and encourages diversity instead of suppressing it. Beyond Civilization is not about a "New World Order" but a "New
Personal World Order" that would allow people to assert control over their own destiny and grant them the freedom to create their own way of life right
now -- not in some distant utopian future. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Fifty Key Works of History and Historiography
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The Story of B combines Daniel Quinn's provocative and visionary ideas with a masterfully plotted story of adventure and suspense in this stunning,
resonant novel that is sure to stay with readers long after they have finished the last page. Father Jared Osborne--bound by a centuries-old mandate held by
his order to know before all others that the Antichrist is among us--is sent to Europe on a mission to find a peripatetic preacher whose radical message is
attracting a growing circle of followers. The target of Osborne's investigation is an American known only as B. He isn't teaching New Age platitudes or
building a fanatical following; instead, he is quietly uncovering the hidden history of our planet, redefining the fall of man, and retracing a path of human
spirituality that extends millions of years into the past. From the beginning, Fr. Osborne is stunned, outraged, and awed by the simplicity and profundity of
B's teachings. Is B merely a heretic--or is he the Antichrist sent to seduce humanity not with wickedness, but with ideas more alluring than those of
traditional religion? With surprising twists and fascinating characters, The Story of B answers this question as it sends readers on an intellectual journey
that will forever change the way they view spirituality, human history, and, indeed, the state of our present world. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Technics and Civilization
Bibilography, v. 2, p. 439-469.

The Myth of the Machine: Technics and human development
The late German historian considers all forms and movements of human affairs as he predicts the inevitable eclipse of Western civilization, in an abridged
edition of the classic study, first published more than eighty years ago. Reprint.

Out Of Control
A brilliant survey of our response to changing technology, which sets out the prerequisites for a rational use of our discoveries and inventions as a means of
human liberation rather than enslavement.

Beyond Civilization
For contents, see Author Catalog.

Man and Technics
First published in 1932, this book, based on an address delivered in 1931, presents a concise and lucid summary of the philosophy of the author of The
Decline of the West, Oswald Spengler. It was his conviction that the technical age — the culture of the machine age — which man had created in virtue of his
unique capacity for individual as well as racial technique, had already reached its peak, and that the future held only catastrophe. He argued it lacked
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progressive cultural life and instead was dominated by a lust for power and possession. The triumph of the machine led to mass regimentation rather than
fewer workers and less work — spelling the doom of Western civilization.

The Brown Decades
A study of the development of the personality and the community. With a preface by the author. 16 pages of illustrations. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All
rights reserved.

Consuming Power
Originally published in 1948, at the height of post–World War II optimism and confidence in collective security, Ideas Have Consequences uses “words
hard as cannonballs” to present an unsparing diagnosis of the ills of the modern age. Widely read and debated at the time of its first publication,the book is
now seen asone of the foundational texts of the modern conservative movement. In its pages, Richard M. Weaver argues that the decline of Western
civilization resulted from the rising acceptance of relativism over absolute reality. In spite of increased knowledge, this retreat from the realist intellectual
tradition has weakened the Western capacity to reason, with catastrophic consequences for social order and individual rights. But Weaver also offers a
realistic remedy. These difficulties are the product not of necessity, but of intelligent choice. And, today, as decades ago, the remedy lies in the renewed
acceptance of absolute reality and the recognition that ideas—like actions—have consequences. This expanded edition of the classic work contains a foreword
by New Criterion editor Roger Kimball that offers insight into the rich intellectual and historical contexts of Weaver and his work and an afterword by Ted
J. Smith III that relates the remarkable story of the book’s writing and publication.

Technics and Civilization
"In this distinguished volume, Lewis Mumford discusses the ultimate ethical and religious issues that confront modern man and offers a new orientation,
directed to the renewal of life and the re-integration of modern civilization"--Back cover.

Sir Dominic Flandry: The Last Knight of Terra
Blending social analysis and philosophy, Albert Borgmann maintains that technology creates a controlling pattern in our lives. This pattern, discernible
even in such an inconspicuous action as switching on a stereo, has global effects: it sharply divides life into labor and leisure, it sustains the industrial
democracies, and it fosters the view that the earth itself is a technological device. He argues that technology has served us as well in conquering hunger and
disease, but that when we turn to it for richer experiences, it leads instead to a life dominated by effortless and thoughtless consumption. Borgmann does
not reject technology but calls for public conversation about the nature of the good life. He counsels us to make room in a technological age for matters of
ultimate concern—things and practices that engage us in their own right.
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Art and Technics
Nye uses energy as a touchstone to examine the lives of ordinary people engaged in normal activities. How did the United States become the world's largest
consumer of energy? David Nye shows that this is less a question about the development of technology than it is a question about the development of
culture. In Consuming Power, Nye uses energy as a touchstone to examine the lives of ordinary people engaged in normal activities. He looks at how these
activities changed as new energy systems were constructed, from colonial times to recent years. He also shows how, as Americans incorporated new
machines and processes into their lives, they became ensnared in power systems that were not easily changed: they made choices about the conduct of their
lives, and those choices accumulated to produce a consuming culture. Nye examines a sequence of large systems that acquired and then lost technological
momentum over the course of American history, including water power, steam power, electricity, the internal-combustion engine, atomic power, and
computerization. He shows how each system became part of a larger set of social constructions through its links to the home, the factory, and the city. The
result is a social history of America as seen through the lens of energy consumption.

Elements of a Philosophy of Technology
The internet opens up new opportunities for citizens to organize and mobilize for action but it also provides new channels that established political, social
and economic interests can use to extend their powers. Will the internet revolutionize politics? The Prospect of Internet Democracy is a rich and detailed
exploration of the theoretical implications of the internet and related information and communication technologies (ICTs) for democratic theory. Focusing
in particular on how political uses of the internet have affected or seem likely to affect patterns of influence among citizens, interest groups and political
institutions, the authors examine whether the internet's impact on democratic politics is destined to repeat the history of other innovative ICTs. The volume
explores the likely long-term effects of such uses on the conduct of politics in the USA and other nations that declare themselves modern democracies and
assesses the extent to which they help or hinder viable democratic governance.

Lewis Mumford, a Life
A KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR IN A SAVAGE GALAXY Captain Dominic Flandry has been knighted for his many services to the Terran Empire¾an
Empire which is old, jaded, and corrupt, as Flandry well knows¾but he also knows that the Empire is better than anything that is likely to take its place.
And while that _SirÓ before his name may be an added attraction to comely ladies (not that he has ever lacked for the pleasant company of the same), he
expects that it will also bring him less welcome attention from envious _colleaguesÓ within the empire. What it is not likely to do is make him more of an
object of interest to the alien Merseians, whose plots against the Empire he has repeatedly foiled. They already are as aware as they can be of how much
simpler their plans to rule the galaxy would be if their most dangerous adversary were the late Sir Dominic Flandry. This is the sixth volume in the first
complete edition of Poul Anderson•s Technic Civilization saga. At the publisher's request, this title is sold without DRM (Digital Rights Management).
_These are stories of the classic science fiction tradition: hard science and tough characters in logically well integrated action stories.Ó ¾Jerry Pournelle
_One of science fiction•s authentic geniuses.Ó ¾Chicago Sun-Times _The winner of seven Hugos and three Nebulas . . . one of the towering figures of
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modern SF and fantasy.Ó ¾Publishers Weekly _Anderson fuses elegiac prose and a sweeping vision of man•s technological future as only he can. . . .Ó
¾Booklist

Technology and the Character of Contemporary Life
Gesture and Speech
Fifty Key Works of History and Historiography introduces some of the most important works ever written by those who have sought to understand, capture,
query and interpret the past. The works covered include texts from ancient times to the present day and from different cultural traditions ensuring a wide
variety of schools, methods and ideas are introduced. Each of the fifty texts represents at least one of six broad categories: early examples of historiography
(e.g. Herodotus and Augustine) non-western works (e.g. Shaddad and Fukuzawa) ‘Critical’ historiography (e.g. Mabillon and Ranke) history of minorities,
neglected groups or subjects (e.g. Said and Needham) broad sweeps of history (e.g. Mumford and Hofstadter) problematic or unconventional historiography
(e.g. Foucault and White). Each of the key works is introduced in a short essay written in a lively and engaging style which provides the ideal preparation
for reading the text itself. Complete with a substantial introduction to the field, this book is the perfect starting point for anyone new to the study of history
or historiography.

The City in History
Lewis Mumford
This is a history of the machine and a critical study of its effects on civilization. Mumford has drawn on every aspect of life to explain the machine and to
trace its social results. "An extraordinarily wide-ranging, sensitive, and provocative book about a subject upon which philosophers have so far shed but little
light" (Journal of Philosophy). Index; illustrations.

Ideas Have Consequences
Facebooking the Anthropocene in Raja Ampat is a deeply intimate look at the cataclysmic shifts between humans, technology, and the so-called natural
world. Despite the breakneck pace of both technological advance and environmental collapse, Bob Ostertag explores how we ourselves are changing as fast
as the world around us—from how we make music, to how we have sex, to what we do to survive, and who we imagine ourselves to be. And though the
environmental crisis terrifies and technology overwhelms, Ostertag finds enough creativity, compassion, and humor in our evolving behavior to keep us
laughing and inspired as the world we are building overtakes the world we found. A true polymath who covered the wars in Central America during the
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1980s and then published more than 20 CDs of music, 5 books on startlingly eclectic subjects, and a feature film, Ostertag fuses his travels as a touring
musician with his journalist's eye for detail and the long view of a historian. Wander the world both physical and intellectual with him. Watch Buddhist
monks take selfies while meditating. Ponder artificial intelligence with street kids in Java. Talk sex with porn stars who have never in their lives had sex off
camera. Watch DJs who make millions of dollars pretend to turn knobs in front of crowds of thousands. Play World of Warcraft on remote Asia islands
with indigenous people. Shiver with families huddling through the stinging Detroit winter without heat or electricity. Meet Spice Islanders who have never
seen flushing toilets yet have gay hookup apps on their smartphones. Our best writers have struggled with how to address the catastrophes of our time
without looking away. Ostertag succeeds where others have failed, with the moral acuity of Susan Sontag, the technological savvy of Lewis Mumford, and
the biting humor of Jonathan Swift.
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