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Gentlemen Scientists and Revolutionaries
Explores the scientific pursuits and discoveries of the Founding Fathers, from George
Washington's embrace of a smallpox vaccination that saved the American army to Thomas
Paine's many inventions, including the first-ever iron span bridge.

The Jefferson Bible
Using the unique approach that he has employed in his previous books, author, columnist, and
television commentator James Burke shows us our connections to the fifty-six men who signed
the Declaration of Independence. Over the two hundred-plus years that separate us, these
connections are often surprising and always fascinating. Burke turns the signers from historical
icons into flesh-and-blood people: Some were shady financial manipulators, most were
masterful political operators, a few were good human beings, and some were great men. The
network that links them to us is also peopled by all sorts, from spies and assassins to lovers
and adulterers, inventors and artists. The ties may be more direct for some of us than others,
but we are all linked in some way to these founders of our nation. If you enjoyed Martin Sheen
as the president on television's The West Wing, then you're connected to founder Josiah
Bartlett. The connection from signer Bartlett to Sheen includes John Paul Jones; Judge William
Cooper, father of James Fenimore; Sir Thomas Brisbane, governor of New South Wales; an
incestuous astronomer; an itinerant math teacher; early inventors of television; and pioneering
Page 2/27

Read PDF Science And The Founding Fathers Science In The Political
Thought Of Thomas Jefferson Benjamin Franklin John Adams And James
Madison
TV personality Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, the inspiration for Ramon Estevez's screen name,
Martin Sheen.

Benjamin Franklin's Science
A member of the tiny but ancient Samaritan community has been murdered. The dead man
had controlled millions of dollars of government money. If the World Bank cannot locate it, all
aid money to the Palestinians will be cut off. Omar Yussef must solve the murder and find the
money, or all Palestinians will suffer.

The Boasians
How did the United States, founded as colonies with explicitly religious aspirations, come to be
the first modern state whose commitment to the separation of church and state was reflected in
its constitution? Frank Lambert explains why this happened, offering in the process a synthesis
of American history from the first British arrivals through Thomas Jefferson's controversial
presidency. Lambert recognizes that two sets of spiritual fathers defined the place of religion in
early America: what Lambert calls the Planting Fathers, who brought Old World ideas and
dreams of building a "City upon a Hill," and the Founding Fathers, who determined the
constitutional arrangement of religion in the new republic. While the former proselytized the
"one true faith," the latter emphasized religious freedom over religious purity. Lambert locates
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this shift in the mid-eighteenth century. In the wake of evangelical revival, immigration by new

dissenters, and population expansion, there emerged a marketplace of religion characterized
by sectarian competition, pluralism, and widened choice. During the American Revolution,
dissenters found sympathetic lawmakers who favored separating church and state, and the
free marketplace of religion gained legal status as the Founders began the daunting task of
uniting thirteen disparate colonies. To avoid discord in an increasingly pluralistic and
contentious society, the Founders left the religious arena free of government intervention save
for the guarantee of free exercise for all. Religious people and groups were also free to seek
political influence, ensuring that religion's place in America would always be a contested one,
but never a state-regulated one. An engaging and highly readable account of early American
history, this book shows how religious freedom came to be recognized not merely as toleration
of dissent but as a natural right to be enjoyed by all Americans.

The Founding Fathers and the Politics of Character
The Founding Fathers and the Debate Over Religion in Revolutionary America
The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth as it is formally titled, was a
book constructed by Thomas Jefferson in the latter years of his life by cutting and pasting
numerous sections from various Bibles as extractions of the doctrine of Jesus. Jefferson's
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composition excluded sections of the New Testament containing supernatural aspects as well

as perceived misinterpretations he believed had been added by the Four Evangelists. In 1895,
the Smithsonian Institution under the leadership of librarian Cyrus Adler purchased the original
Jefferson Bible from Jefferson's great-granddaughter Carolina Randolph for $400. A
conservation effort commencing in 2009, in partnership with the museum's Political History
department, allowed for a public unveiling in an exhibit open from November 11, 2011, through
May 28, 2012, at the National Museum of American History.

God and the Founders
Provides a new understanding of the early days of the Supreme Court and office of the
President.

The Brother Gardeners
Benjamin Franklin is well known to most of us, yet his fundamental and wide--ranging
contributions to science are still not adequately understood. Until now he has usually been
incorrectly regarded as a practical inventor and tinkerer rather than a scientific thinker. He was
elected to membership in the elite Royal Society because his experiments and original theory
of electricity had made a science of that new subject. His popular lame came from his two
lightning experiments the sentry--box experiment and the later and more famous experiment of
Page 5/27

Read PDF Science And The Founding Fathers Science In The Political
Thought Of Thomas Jefferson Benjamin Franklin John Adams And James
Madison
the kite--which confirmed his theoretical speculations about the identity of electricity and

provided a basis for the practical invention of the lightning rod. Franklin advanced the
eighteenth-century understanding of all phenomena of electricity and provided a model for
experimental science in general. I. Bernard Cohen, an eminent historian of science and the
principal elucidator of Franklin's scientific work, examines his activities in fields ranging from
heat to astronomy. He provides masterful accounts of the theoretical background of Franklin's
science (especially his study of Newton), the experiments he performed, and their influence
throughout Europe as well as the United States. Cohen emphasizes that Franklin's political and
diplomatic career cannot be understood apart from his scientific activities, which established
his reputation and brought him into contact with leaders of British and European society. A
supplement by Samuel J. Edgerton considers Franklin's attempts to improve the design of
heating stoves, another practical application that arose from theoretical interests. This volume
will be valuable to all readers wanting to learn more about Franklin and to gain a deeper
appreciation of the development of science in America.

Founding Gardeners
In The Jefferson Rule, historian David Sehat describes how everyone from liberals to
conservatives, secessionists to unionists have sought out the Founding Fathers to defend their
policies. Beginning with the debate between Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton over
the future of the nation, and continuing throughout our history—the Civil War, the World Wars,
the New Deal, the Reagan Revolution, and Obama and the Tea Party—many politicos have
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asked, “What would the Founders do?” instead of “What is the common good today?” Both the
Right and the Left have used the Founders to sort through such issues as voting rights,
campaign finance, free speech, war and peace, gun control, and taxes, though those Fathers
were a querulous and divided group who rarely agreed. In this “sobering, informative study”
(Publisher’s Weekly), Sehat shows why coming to terms with the past would be the start of a
productive debate. The result is, simply put, “required reading for those desperate for sane,
intelligent political arguments” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review). The Jefferson Rule “takes the
reader through an engaging and insightful survey course in American history” (The Christian
Science Monitor).

Founding Father
Americans have died for the right to vote. Yet our democratic system guarantees no one, not
even citizens, the opportunity to elect a government. Allan Lichtman calls attention to the
founders’ greatest error—leaving the franchise to the discretion of individual states—and
explains why it has triggered an unending struggle over voting rights.

Why Religion is Natural and Science is Not
"Magisterial . . . perhaps the finest one-volume biography of an American president."
--Jonathan Yardley, Washington Post "[A] splendid biography." --Wall Street Journal "The
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fullest and most complete single-volume life of Jefferson since Merrill Peterson's thousand-

page biography of 1970." --Gordon Wood, Weekly Standard From an eminent scholar of the
American South, the first full-scale biography of Thomas Jefferson since 1970 Not since Merrill
Peterson's Thomas Jefferson and the New Nation has a scholar attempted to write a
comprehensive biography of the most complex Founding Father. In Jefferson, John B. Boles
plumbs every facet of Thomas Jefferson's life, all while situating him amid the sweeping
upheaval of his times. We meet Jefferson the politician and political thinker--as well as
Jefferson the architect, scientist, bibliophile, paleontologist, musician, and gourmet. We
witness him drafting of the Declaration of Independence, negotiating the Louisiana Purchase,
and inventing a politics that emphasized the states over the federal government--a political
philosophy that shapes our national life to this day. Boles offers new insight into Jefferson's
actions and thinking on race. His Jefferson is not a hypocrite, but a tragic figure--a man who
could not hold simultaneously to his views on abolition, democracy, and patriarchal
responsibility. Yet despite his flaws, Jefferson's ideas would outlive him and make him into
nothing less than the architect of American liberty.

The Faiths of the Founding Fathers
Relates the events, battles, and discussions that led to the American Revolution and the rise of
a democratic nation, and offers portraits of the Founding Fathers as well as excerpts from
documents penned by George Washington.
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The Founding Fathers
One of the most serious fallacies today is the belief that genuine scientists cannot believe the
Bible. BUT THE TRUTH IS that many of the major scientific contributions were made by
scientists who were dedicated men of God. In Men of Science, Men of God, Dr. Henry Morris
presents 101 biographies and Christian testimonies of scientists who believed in the Bible and
in a personal Creator God - scientists who were pioneers and "founding fathers" of modern
scientific disciplines.

The Jefferson Rule
The Founding Fathers is a concise, accessible overview of the brilliant, flawed, and
quarrelsome group of lawyers, politicians, merchants, military men, and clergy known as "the
Founding Fathers"--who got as close to the ideal of the Platonic "philosopher-kings" as
American or world history has ever seen. R. B. Bernstein reveals Washington, Franklin,
Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, and the other founders not as shining demigods but as imperfect
human beings--people much like us--who nevertheless achieved political greatness. They
emerge here as men who sought to transcend their intellectual world even as they were bound
by its limits, men who strove to lead the new nation even as they had to defer to the great body
of the people and learn with them the possibilities and limitations of politics. Bernstein deftly
traces the dynamic forces that molded these men and their contemporaries as British colonists
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in North America and as intellectual citizens of the Atlantic civilization's Age of Enlightenment.

He analyzes the American Revolution, the framing and adoption of state and federal
constitutions, and the key concepts and problems that both shaped and circumscribed the
founders' achievements as the United States sought its place in the world. Finally, he charts
the shifting reputations of the founders and examines the specific ways that interpreters of the
Constitution have used the Founding Fathers. A masterly blend of old and new scholarship,
brimming with apt description and insightful analysis, this book offers a digestible account of
how the Founding Fathers were formed, what they did, and how generations of Americans
have viewed them. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

The Royalist Revolution
Did the Founding Fathers intend to build a 'wall of separation' between church and state? Are
public Ten Commandments displays or the phrase 'under God' in the Pledge of Allegiance
consistent with the Founders' understandings of religious freedom? In God and the Founders,
Dr Vincent Phillip Mu oz answers these questions by providing comprehensive interpretations
of James Madison, George Washington, and Thomas Jefferson. By analyzing Madison's,
Washington's, and Jefferson's public documents, private writings, and political actions, Mu oz
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explains the Founders' competing church-state political philosophies. Mu oz explores how

Madison, Washington, and Jefferson agreed and disagreed by showing how their different
principles of religious freedom would decide the Supreme Court's most important First
Amendment religion cases. God and the Founders answers the question, 'What would the
Founders do?' for the most pressing church-state issues of our time, including prayer in public
schools, government support of religion, and legal burdens on individuals' religious
consciences.

The Embattled Vote in America
The American Revolution swept away old certainties and forced revolutionaries to consider
what it meant to be American. Andrew Trees examines four attempts to answer the question of
national identity that Americans faced in the wake of the Revolution. Through the writings of
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, and James Madison, Trees explores a
complicated political world in which boundaries between the personal and the political were
fluid and ill-defined. Melding history and literary study, he shows how this unsettled landscape
challenged and sometimes confounded the founders' attempts to forge their own--and the
nation's--identity. Trees traces the intimately linked shaping of self and country by four men
distrustful of politics and yet operating in an increasingly democratic world. Jefferson sought to
recast the political along the lines of friendship, while Hamilton hoped that honor would provide
a secure foundation for self and country. Adams struggled to create a nation virtuous enough
to sustain a republican government, and Madison worked to establish a government based on
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justice. Giving a new context to the founders' mission, Trees studies their contributions not

simply as policy prescriptions but in terms of a more elusive and symbolic level of action. His
work illuminates the tangled relationship among rhetoric, politics, self, and nation--as well as
the larger question of national identity that remains with us today.

Washington's Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior in Company and
Conversation
An exploration of the influence of secret societies on the formative documents and symbols of
the United States · Reveals the Founding Fathers’ spiritual vision for America as encoded in
the Great Seal · Traces the influence of the Iroquois League of Nations upon the Constitution ·
Exposes the deep connections the Founding Fathers had with the Freemasons and other
secret societies All children growing up in America learn who the Founding Fathers were.
Most, however, never learn of the founders’ connections to the Freemasons, the Rosicrucians,
and other esoteric orders. In Founding Fathers, Secret Societies Robert Hieronimus
investigates these important connections and how their influence can be traced throughout our
most significant national documents and symbols, especially the Great Seal. He reveals in
detail how the reverse of the Great Seal--which appears on the back of the one-dollar bill--is a
blueprint that conveys the secret destiny of America. By understanding the kabbalistic meaning
of the Great Seal’s reverse, he shows how our current era presents unique opportunities for
the fulfillment of our Founding Fathers’ spiritual vision.
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Science and the Founding Fathers: Science in the Political Thought of Thomas
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and James Madison
Americans widely believe that the U.S. Constitution was almost wholly created when it was
drafted in 1787 and ratified in 1788. Jonathan Gienapp recovers the unknown story of the
Constitution’s second creation in the decade after its adoption—a story with explosive
implications for current debates over constitutional originalism and interpretation.

The Founding Fathers V. the People
Here is a vividly written and compact overview of the brilliant, flawed, and quarrelsome group
of lawyers, politicians, merchants, military men, and clergy known as the "Founding
Fathers"--who got as close to the ideal of the Platonic "philosopher-kings" as American or
world history has ever seen. In The Founding Fathers Reconsidered, R. B. Bernstein reveals
Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, and the other founders not as shining
demigods but as imperfect human beings--people much like us--who nevertheless achieved
political greatness. They emerge here as men who sought to transcend their intellectual world
even as they were bound by its limits, men who strove to lead the new nation even as they had
to defer to the great body of the people and learn with them the possibilities and limitations of
politics. Bernstein deftly traces the dynamic forces that molded these men and their
contemporaries as British colonists in North America and as intellectual citizens of the Atlantic
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civilization's Age of Enlightenment. He analyzes the American Revolution, the framing and

adoption of state and federal constitutions, and the key concepts and problems--among them
independence, federalism, equality, slavery, and the separation of church and state--that both
shaped and circumscribed the founders' achievements as the United States sought its place in
the world.

The Oath and the Office: A Guide to the Constitution for Future Presidents
A revisionist biography of George Washington chronicles his quarter-century career in public
life, from his heroic deeds as a leader through the legacy that has been passed down to his
political descendants

Jefferson
Long before the "one percent" became a protest slogan, American founding father John
Adams feared the power of a class he called simply "the few"—the wellborn, the beautiful, and
especially the rich. In John Adams and the Fear of American Oligarchy, Luke Mayville explores
Adams’s deep concern with the way in which inequality threatens to corrode democracy and
empower a small elite. Adams believed that wealth is politically powerful not merely because
money buys influence, but also because citizens admire and even identify with the rich.
Mayville explores Adams’s theory of wealth and power in the context of his broader concern
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about social and economic disparities—reflections that promise to illuminate contemporary

debates about inequality and its political consequences. He also examines Adams’s ideas
about how oligarchy might be countered. A compelling work of intellectual history, John Adams
and the Fear of American Oligarchy has important lessons for today’s world.

Democracy and Political Ignorance
Whether America was founded as a Christian nation or as a secular republic is one of the most
fiercely debated questions in American history. Historians Matthew Harris and Thomas Kidd
offer an authoritative examination of the essential documents needed to understand this
debate. The texts included in this volume - writings and speeches from both well-known and
obscure early American thinkers - show that religion played a prominent yet fractious role in
the era of the American Revolution. In their personal beliefs, the Founders ranged from
profound skeptics like Thomas Paine to traditional Christians like Patrick Henry. Nevertheless,
most of the Founding Fathers rallied around certain crucial religious principles, including the
idea that people were "created" equal, the belief that religious freedom required the
disestablishment of state-backed denominations, the necessity of virtue in a republic, and the
role of Providence in guiding the affairs of nations. Harris and Kidd show that through the
struggles of war and the framing of the Constitution, Americans sought to reconcile their
dedication to religious vitality with their commitment to religious freedom.
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Sex and the Founding Fathers
One of the biggest problems with modern democracy is that most of the public is usually
ignorant of politics and government. Often, many people understand that their votes are
unlikely to change the outcome of an election and don't see the point in learning much about
politics. This may be rational, but it creates a nation of people with little political knowledge and
little ability to objectively evaluate what they do know. In Democracy and Political Ignorance,
Ilya Somin mines the depths of ignorance in America and reveals the extent to which it is a
major problem for democracy. Somin weighs various options for solving this problem, arguing
that political ignorance is best mitigated and its effects lessened by decentralizing and limiting
government. Somin provocatively argues that people make better decisions when they choose
what to purchase in the market or which state or local government to live under, than when
they vote at the ballot box, because they have stronger incentives to acquire relevant
information and to use it wisely.

Democracy
The story of the scientific education of Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and
James Madison reveals that science was an integral part of their lives and shows how they
used it to shape political issues of the day.
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Founding Fathers
The founding fathers emphasized a system in which “the people” were allowed to play only a
limited role. Radical democrats insisted that the people, and only the people, should rule.
Anthony King shows how this initial conflict has played out in the turmoil of our nation’s public
life, and he offers a way to address it.

The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in America
Historian David Moss adapts the case study method made famous by Harvard Business
School to revitalize our conversations about governance and democracy and show how the
United States has often thrived on political conflict. These 19 cases ask us to weigh choices
and consequences, wrestle with momentous decisions, and come to our own conclusions.

The Founding Fathers of Social Science
Biographers, journalists, and satirists have long used the subject of sex to define the masculine
character and political authority of America's Founding Fathers. Tracing these commentaries
on the Revolutionary Era's major political figures in Sex and the Founding Fathers, Thomas
Foster shows how continual attempts to reveal the true character of these men instead
exposes much more about Americans and American culture than about the Founders
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themselves. Sex and the Founding Fathers examines the remarkable and varied assessments

of the intimate lives of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and Gouverneur Morris from their own time to ours.
Interpretations can change radically; consider how Jefferson has been variously idealized as a
chaste widower, condemned as a child molester, and recently celebrated as a multicultural
hero. Foster considers the public and private images of these generally romanticized leaders to
show how each generation uses them to reshape and reinforce American civic and national
identity.

The Founding Fathers Reconsidered
It is not uncommon to hear Christians argue that America was founded as a Christian nation.
But how true is this claim? In this compact book, David L. Holmes offers a clear, concise and
illuminating look at the spiritual beliefs of our founding fathers. He begins with an informative
account of the religious culture of the late colonial era, surveying the religious groups in each
colony. In particular, he sheds light on the various forms of Deism that flourished in America,
highlighting the profound influence this intellectual movement had on the founding generation.
Holmes then examines the individual beliefs of a variety of men and women who loom large in
our national history. He finds that some, like Martha Washington, Samuel Adams, John Jay,
Patrick Henry, and Thomas Jefferson's daughters, held orthodox Christian views. But many of
the most influential figures, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and Abigail
Adams, Jefferson, James and Dolley Madison, and James Monroe, were believers of a
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different stripe. Respectful of Christianity, they admired the ethics of Jesus, and believed that

religion could play a beneficial role in society. But they tended to deny the divinity of Christ,
and a few seem to have been agnostic about the very existence of God. Although the founding
fathers were religious men, Holmes shows that it was a faith quite unlike the Christianity of
today's evangelicals. Holmes concludes by examining the role of religion in the lives of the
presidents since World War II and by reflecting on the evangelical resurgence that helped fuel
the reelection of George W. Bush. An intriguing look at a neglected aspect of our history, the
book will appeal to American history buffs as well as to anyone concerned about the role of
religion in American culture.

Stirring the Pot with Benjamin Franklin
"With 62 authentic recipes updated for the modern kitchen"--Cover.

The Samaritan's Secret
Papers of the National Bureau of Economic Research conference held at Dartmouth College
on May 8-9, 2009.

The Failure of the Founding Fathers
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A comparison of the cognitive foundations of religion and science and an argument that
religion is cognitively natural and that science is cognitively unnatural.

Founding Choices
Follows the lives of six men who shared a passion for plants and a love of gardening in
eighteenth-century London, who made Britain the epicenter of horticulture, and transformed
gardening from an aristocratic pastime to a national obsession.

Founding Faith
The award-winning author of The Brother Gardeners presents a tour of the lives of the
founding fathers from their perspectives as gardeners, farmers and plantsmen, revealing how a
shared passion for agriculture shaped their beliefs and decisions. Reprint.

American Connections
This book is a study in depth of the work of Franz Boas and twenty of his students at Columbia
University in the early years of the twentieth century. Collectively they laid the entire
institutional as well as the intellectual foundations of American anthropology as it exists today.
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Men of Science, Men of God
The founding fathers were rebels against the British Parliament, Eric Nelson argues, not the
Crown. As a result of their labors, the 1787 Constitution assigned its new president far more
power than any British monarch had wielded for 100 years. On one side of the Atlantic were
kings without monarchy; on the other, monarchy without kings.

The Second Creation
An anecdotal guide for the perplexed new investigator as well as a refreshing resource for the
old pro, covering everything from valuable personality traits for an investigator to social factors
conducive to scientific work. Santiago Ramón y Cajal was a mythic figure in science. Hailed as
the father of modern anatomy and neurobiology, he was largely responsible for the modern
conception of the brain. His groundbreaking works were New Ideas on the Structure of the
Nervous System and Histology of the Nervous System in Man and Vertebrates. In addition to
leaving a legacy of unparalleled scientific research, Cajal sought to educate the novice
scientist about how science was done and how he thought it should be done. This recently
rediscovered classic, first published in 1897, is an anecdotal guide for the perplexed new
investigator as well as a refreshing resource for the old pro. Cajal was a pragmatist, aware of
the pitfalls of being too idealistic—and he had a sense of humor, particularly evident in his
diagnoses of various stereotypes of eccentric scientists. The book covers everything from
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valuable personality traits for an investigator to social factors conducive to scientific work.
John Adams and the Fear of American Oligarchy
“A cleareyed, accessible, and informative primer: vital reading for all Americans.”—Kirkus
Reviews, starred review Can the president launch a nuclear attack without congressional
approval? Is it ever a crime to criticize the president? Can states legally resist a president’s
executive order? In today’s fraught political climate, it often seems as if we must become
constitutional law scholars just to understand the news from Washington, let alone make a
responsible decision at the polls. The Oath and the Office is the book we need, right now and
into the future, whether we are voting for or running to become president of the United States.
Constitutional law scholar and political science professor Corey Brettschneider guides us
through the Constitution and explains the powers—and limits—that it places on the presidency.
From the document itself and from American history’s most famous court cases, we learn why
certain powers were granted to the presidency, how the Bill of Rights limits those powers, and
what “we the people” can do to influence the nation’s highest public office—including, if need
be, removing the person in it. In these brief yet deeply researched chapters, we meet founding
fathers such as James Madison and Alexander Hamilton, as well as key figures from historic
cases such as Brown v. Board of Education and Korematsu v. United States. Brettschneider
breathes new life into the articles and amendments that we once read about in high school
civics class, but that have real impact on our lives today. The Oath and the Office offers a
compact, comprehensive tour of the Constitution, and empowers all readers, voters, and future
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presidents with the knowledge and confidence to read and understand one of our nation’s most
important founding documents.

Founding Fathers, Secret Societies
Advice for a Young Investigator
The culture wars have distorted the dramatic story of how Americans came to worship freely.
Many activists on the right maintain that the United States was founded as a “Christian nation.”
Many on the left contend that the Founders were secular or Deist and that the First
Amendment was designed to boldly separate church and state throughout the land. None of
these claims are true, argues Beliefnet.com editor in chief Steven Waldman. With refreshing
objectivity, Waldman narrates the real story of how our nation’s Founders forged a new
approach to religious liberty, a revolutionary formula that promoted faith . . . by leaving it alone.
This fast-paced narrative begins with earlier settlers’ stunningly unsuccessful efforts to create a
Christian paradise, and concludes with the presidencies of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, and
Madison, during which the men who had devised lofty principles regarding the proper
relationship between church and state struggled to practice what they’d preached. We see how
religion helped cause, and fuel, the Revolutionary War, and how the surprising alliance
between Enlightenment philosophers such as Jefferson and Madison and evangelical
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Christians resulted in separation of church and state. As the drama unfolds, Founding Faith

vividly describes the religious development of five Founders. Benjamin Franklin melded the
morality-focused Puritan theology of his youth and the reason-based Enlightenment philosophy
of his adulthood. John Adams’s pungent views on religion–hatred of the Church of England
and Roman Catholics–stoked his revolutionary fervor and shaped his political strategy. George
Washington came to view religious tolerance as a military necessity. Thomas Jefferson
pursued a dramatic quest to “rescue” Jesus, in part by editing the Bible. Finally, it was James
Madison–the tactical leader of the battle for religious freedom–who crafted an integrated vision
of how to prevent tyranny while encouraging religious vibrancy. The spiritual custody battle
over the Founding Fathers and the role of religion in America continues today. Waldman
provocatively argues that neither side in the culture war has accurately depicted the true
origins of the First Amendment. He sets the record straight, revealing the real history of
religious freedom to be dramatic, unexpected, paradoxical, and inspiring. An interactive library
of the key writings by the Founding Father, on separation of church and state, personal faith,
and religious liberty can be found at www.beliefnet.com/foundingfaith.

Science and the Founding Fathers
General readers, students of American history, and professional historians alike will profit from
reading this engaging presentation of an aspect of American history conspicuously absent from
the usual textbooks and popular presentations of the political thought of early America.
Thomas Jefferson was the only president who could read and understand Newton's Principia.
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Benjamin Franklin is credited with establishing the science of electricity. John Adams had the

finest education in science that the new country could provide, including "Pnewmaticks,
Hydrostaticks, Mechanicks, Staticks, Opticks." James Madison, chief architect of the
Constitution, peppered his Federalist Papers with references to physics, chemistry, and the life
sciences. For these men science was an integral part of life—including political life. This is the
story of their scientific education and of how they employed that knowledge in shaping the
political issues of the day, incorporating scientific reasoning into the Constitution.
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