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The Conservative Mind: From Burke to Eliot
What makes a person liberal or conservative? Why does the Democratic Party scare off so many possible supporters? When does our
"injustice trigger" get pulled, and how can fairness overcome our human need to look for a zero-sum outcome to our political battles? Tapping
into a pop culture zeitgeist linking Bugs Bunny, Taylor Swift, and John Belushi; through popular science and the human brain; to our political
predilections, arguments, and distrusts, Daniel Meegan suggests that fairness and equality are key elements missing in today's society.
Having crossed the border to take up residency in Canada, Meegan, an American citizen, has seen first-hand how people enjoy as rights
what Americans view as privileges. Fascinated with this tension, he suggests that American liberals are just missing the point. If progressives
want to win the vote, they need to change strategy completely and champion government benefits for everyone, not just those of lower
income. If everyone has access to inexpensive quality health care, open and extensive parental leave, and free postsecondary education,
then everyone will be happier and society will be fair. The Left will also overcome an argument of the Right that successfully, though
incongruously, appeals to the middle- and upper-middle classes: that policies that help the economically disadvantaged are inherently bad for
others. Making society fair and equal, Meegan argues, would strengthen the moral and political position of the Democratic Party and place it
in a position to revive American civic life. Fairness, he writes, should be selfishly enjoyed by everyone.

You're Not as Crazy as I Thought (but You're Still Wrong)
The Political Brain is a groundbreaking investigation into the role of emotion in determining the political life of the nation. For two decades
Drew Westen, professor of psychology and psychiatry at Emory University, has explored a theory of the mind that differs substantially from
the more "dispassionate" notions held by most cognitive psychologists, political scientists, and economists—and Democratic campaign
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strategists. The idea of the mind as a cool calculator that makes decisions by weighing the evidence bears no relation to how the brain
actually works. When political candidates assume voters dispassionately make decisions based on "the issues," they lose. That's why only
one Democrat has been re-elected to the presidency since Franklin Roosevelt—and only one Republican has failed in that quest. In politics,
when reason and emotion collide, emotion invariably wins. Elections are decided in the marketplace of emotions, a marketplace filled with
values, images, analogies, moral sentiments, and moving oratory, in which logic plays only a supporting role. Westen shows, through a
whistle-stop journey through the evolution of the passionate brain and a bravura tour through fifty years of American presidential and national
elections, why campaigns succeed and fail. The evidence is overwhelming that three things determine how people vote, in this order: their
feelings toward the parties and their principles, their feelings toward the candidates, and, if they haven't decided by then, their feelings toward
the candidates' policy positions. Westen turns conventional political analyses on their head, suggesting that the question for Democratic
politics isn't so much about moving to the right or the left but about moving the electorate. He shows how it can be done through examples of
what candidates have said—or could have said—in debates, speeches, and ads. Westen's discoveries could utterly transform electoral
arithmetic, showing how a different view of the mind and brain leads to a different way of talking with voters about issues that have tied the
tongues of Democrats for much of forty years—such as abortion, guns, taxes, and race. You can't change the structure of the brain. But you
can change the way you appeal to it. And here's how…

Demographics and the Demand for Higher Education
The Supreme Court is one of the most extraordinary institutions in our system of government. Charged with the responsibility of interpreting
the Constitution, the nine unelected justices of the Court have the awesome power to strike down laws enacted by our elected
representatives. Why does the public accept the Court’s decisions as legitimate and follow them, even when those decisions are highly
unpopular? What must the Court do to maintain the public’s faith? How can the Court help make our democracy work? These are the
questions that Justice Stephen Breyer tackles in this groundbreaking book. Today we assume that when the Court rules, the public will obey.
But Breyer declares that we cannot take the public’s confidence in the Court for granted. He reminds us that at various moments in our
history, the Court’s decisions were disobeyed or ignored. And through investigations of past cases, concerning the Cherokee Indians,
slavery, and Brown v. Board of Education, he brilliantly captures the steps—and the missteps—the Court took on the road to establishing its
legitimacy as the guardian of the Constitution. Justice Breyer discusses what the Court must do going forward to maintain that public
confidence and argues for interpreting the Constitution in a way that works in practice. He forcefully rejects competing approaches that look
exclusively to the Constitution’s text or to the eighteenth-century views of the framers. Instead, he advocates a pragmatic approach that
applies unchanging constitutional values to ever-changing circumstances—an approach that will best demonstrate to the public that the
Constitution continues to serve us well. The Court, he believes, must also respect the roles that other actors—such as the president,
Congress, administrative agencies, and the states—play in our democracy, and he emphasizes the Court’s obligation to build cooperative
relationships with them. Finally, Justice Breyer examines the Court’s recent decisions concerning the detainees held at Guantánamo Bay,
contrasting these decisions with rulings concerning the internment of Japanese-Americans during World War II. He uses these cases to show
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how the Court can promote workable government by respecting the roles of other constitutional actors without compromising constitutional
principles. Making Our Democracy Work is a tour de force of history and philosophy, offering an original approach to interpreting the
Constitution that judges, lawyers, and scholars will look to for many years to come. And it further establishes Justice Breyer as one of the
Court’s greatest intellectuals and a leading legal voice of our time. From the Hardcover edition.

Analyzing American Democracy
Why, when it comes to politics, do we often seem so gullible and uninformed? InPolitical Animals, the bestselling historian and journalist Rick
Shenkman reveals the hidden biases at work in all of us when we enter the voting booth. Drawing on cutting-edge research in neuroscience,
evolutionary psychology, and behavioral psychology, he explains that evolution has left us with a brain wired for the Stone Age. While these
ancient instincts often work to our advantage in our personal lives, in politics they usually don't. Modern cues set off ancient instinctive
responses that prompt us to behave in ways contrary to the good governance of our nation. Shenkman illuminates not only the curious habits
of the American voter today but also the ways in which voter biases have shaped American political historyfrom the shark attacks that got
Woodrow Wilson elected to the people who still defend Richard Nixon against the Watergate charges. In so doing, Shenkman probes the
depths of the human mind to reveal what we must do to fix our floundering democracy.

The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion
This timely reissue of Richard Hofstadter's classic work on the fringe groups that influence American electoral politics offers an invaluable
perspective on contemporary domestic affairs.In The Paranoid Style in American Politics, acclaimed historian Richard Hofstadter examines
the competing forces in American political discourse and how fringe groups can influence — and derail — the larger agendas of a political party.
He investigates the politics of the irrational, shedding light on how the behavior of individuals can seem out of proportion with actual political
issues, and how such behavior impacts larger groups. With such other classic essays as “Free Silver and the Mind of 'Coin' Harvey” and
“What Happened to the Antitrust Movement?, ” The Paranoid Style in American Politics remains both a seminal text of political history and a
vital analysis of the ways in which political groups function in the United States. From the Trade Paperback edition.

The Political Brain
In 2005 Michael Ignatieff left Harvard to lead Canada's Liberal Party and by 2008 was poised to become Prime Minister. It never happened.
He describes what he learned from his bruising defeat about compromise and the necessity of bridging differences in a pluralist society. A
reflective, compelling account of modern politics as it really is.

The Righteous Mind
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Few seem to think conservatives should become professors. While the left fears an invasion of their citadel by conservatives marching to
orders from the Koch brothers, the right steers young conservatives away from a professorial vocation by lampooning its leftism. Shields and
Dunn quiet these fears by shedding light on the hidden world of conservative professors through 153 interviews. Most conservative
professors told them that the university is a far more tolerant place than its right-wing critics imagine. Many, in fact, first turned right in the
university itself, while others say they feel more at home in academia than in the Republican Party. Even so, being a conservative in the
progressive university can be challenging. Many professors admit to closeting themselves prior to tenure by passing as liberals. Some openly
conservative professors even say they were badly mistreated on account of their politics, especially those who ventured into politicized
disciplines or expressed culturally conservative views. Despite real challenges, the many successful professors interviewed by Shields and
Dunn show that conservatives can survive and sometimes thrive in one of America's most progressive professions. And this means that
liberals and conservatives need to rethink the place of conservatives in academia. Liberals should take the high road by becoming more
principled advocates of diversity, especially since conservative professors are rarely close-minded or combatants in a right-wing war against
the university. Movement conservatives, meanwhile, should de-escalate its polemical war against the university, especially since it
inadvertently helps cement progressives' troubled rule over academia.

A Liberal Tool Kit
The award-winning journalist reveals the untold story of why America is so culturally and politically divided in this groundbreaking book.
Armed with startling demographic data, Bill Bishop demonstrates how Americans have spent decades sorting themselves into alarmingly
homogeneous communities—not by region or by state, but by city and neighborhood. With ever-increasing specificity, we choose the
communities and media that are compatible with our lifestyles and beliefs. The result is a country that has become so ideologically inbred that
people don't know and can't understand those who live just a few miles away. In The Big Sort, Bishop explores how this phenomenon came
to be, and its dire implications for our country. He begins with stories about how we live today and then draws on history, economics, and our
changing political landscape to create one of the most compelling big-picture accounts of America in recent memory.

Audacity
Two authors with opposing political views debate the most pressing issues of today.

Left Turn
Buried in many people and operating largely outside the realm of conscious thought are forces inclining us toward liberal or conservative
political convictions. Our biology predisposes us to see and understand the world in different ways, not always reason and the careful
consideration of facts. These predispositions are in turn responsible for a significant portion of the political and ideological conflict that marks
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human history. With verve and wit, renowned social scientists John Hibbing, Kevin Smith, and John Alford—pioneers in the field of
biopolitics—present overwhelming evidence that people differ politically not just because they grew up in different cultures or were presented
with different information. Despite the oft-heard longing for consensus, unity, and peace, the universal rift between conservatives and liberals
endures because people have diverse psychological, physiological, and genetic traits. These biological differences influence much of what
makes people who they are, including their orientations to politics. Political disputes typically spring from the assumption that those who do
not agree with us are shallow, misguided, uninformed, and ignorant. Predisposed suggests instead that political opponents simply
experience, process, and respond to the world differently. It follows, then, that the key to getting along politically is not the ability of one side
to persuade the other side to see the error of its ways but rather the ability of each side to see that the other is different, not just politically, but
physically. Predisposed will change the way you think about politics and partisan conflict. As a bonus, the book includes a "Left/Right 20
Questions" game to test whether your predispositions lean liberal or conservative.

Predisposed
"This work offers an unprecedented view into not just what governs our political battles, but why these battles have arisen within our species
in the first place. From showing how these two strategies adapt in other more complex species in nature, to examining what genetic and
neurostructural mechanisms may produce these divergences between individuals, to showing what this theory indicates our future may hold,
this work is the most thorough analysis to date of just why we have two political ideologies, why they will never agree, and why we will tend to
become even more partisan in the future."--Provided by publisher.

Governing States and Localities
This handbook for the Democratic Left makes accessible to the general public strong liberal arguments on the key issues under debate as the
2008 presidential election approaches.

America the Fair
This 1992 book explains how people acquire political information from elites and the mass media and convert it into political preferences.

Speak
This book develops a general theory of intolerance of difference.

Doing Political Psychology
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"Predisposed presents evidence that people differ politically not just because they grew up in different cultures or were presented with
different information. All these factors certainly play their role but people also differ politically because they have diverse psychological,
physiological and genetic traits. This biologically-based, physio-cognitive machinery influences much of what makes people who they are,
including their personalities, preferences for occupation and leisure pursuits, tastes in art and music, strategies for child rearing and, yes,
orientations to politics. In short, this machinery predisposes people to see and understand the world in different ways. These predispositions
are in turn responsible for a significant portion of the political conflict that marks human history"--

I Am the Change
Science has never been more crucial to deciding the political issues facing the country. Yet science and scientists have less influence with
the federal government than at any time since Richard Nixon fired his science advisors. In the White House and Congress today, findings are
reported in a politicized manner; spun or distorted to fit the speaker's agenda; or, when they're too inconvenient, ignored entirely. On a broad
array of issues-stem cell research, climate change, evolution, sex education, product safety, environmental regulation, and many others-the
Bush administration's positions fly in the face of overwhelming scientific consensus. Federal science agencies-once fiercely independent
under both Republican and Democratic presidents-are increasingly staffed by political appointees who know industry lobbyists and
evangelical activists far better than they know the science. This is not unique to the Bush administration, but it is largely a Republican
phenomenon, born of a conservative dislike of environmental, health, and safety regulation, and at the extremes, of evolution and legalized
abortion. In The Republican War on Science, Chris Mooney ties together the disparate strands of the attack on science into a compelling and
frightening account of our government's increasing unwillingness to distinguish between legitimate research and ideologically driven
pseudoscience.

The Republican War on Science
Americans tend to see negative campaign ads as just that: negative. Pundits, journalists, voters, and scholars frequently complain that such
ads undermine elections and even democratic government itself. But John G. Geer here takes the opposite stance, arguing that when
political candidates attack each other, raising doubts about each other’s views and qualifications, voters—and the democratic process—benefit.
In Defense of Negativity, Geer’s study of negative advertising in presidential campaigns from 1960 to 2004, asserts that the proliferating
attack ads are far more likely than positive ads to focus on salient political issues, rather than politicians’ personal characteristics.
Accordingly, the ads enrich the democratic process, providing voters with relevant and substantial information before they head to the polls.
An important and timely contribution to American political discourse, In Defense of Negativity concludes that if we want campaigns to grapple
with relevant issues and address real problems, negative ads just might be the solution.

The Big Sort
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"The economics of American higher education are driven by one key factor--the availability of students willing to pay tuition--and many related
factors that determine what schools they attend. By digging into the data, economist Nathan Grawe has created probability models for
predicting college attendance. What he sees are alarming events on the horizon that every college and university needs to understand.
Overall, he spots demographic patterns that are tilting the US population toward the Hispanic southwest. Moreover, since 2007, fertility rates
have fallen by 12 percent. Higher education analysts recognize the destabilizing potential of these trends. However, existing work fails to
adjust headcounts for college attendance probabilities and makes no systematic attempt to distinguish demand by institution type. This book
analyzes demand forecasts by institution type and rank, disaggregating by demographic groups. Its findings often contradict the dominant
narrative: while many schools face painful contractions, demand for elite schools is expected to grow by 15+ percent. Geographic and racial
profiles will shift only slightly--and attendance by Asians, not Hispanics, will grow most. Grawe also use the model to consider possible
changes in institutional recruitment strategies and government policies. These "what if" analyses show that even aggressive innovation is
unlikely to overcome trends toward larger gaps across racial, family income, and parent education groups. Aimed at administrators and
trustees with responsibility for decisions ranging from admissions to student support to tenure practices to facilities construction, this book
offers data to inform decision-making--decisions that will determine institutional success in meeting demographic challenges"--

The Authoritarian Dynamic
This is an introductory American politics text covering the constitutional framework of American government, political behavior and informal
institutions, the formal institutions of American government, and a concluding chapter on public policy. Every chapter highlights the most
current thinking in political science research and discusses related public policy. This text teaches students to think analytically by presenting
current political science theories and research in answering the engaging, big questions facing American politics today. It serves as an
introduction to the discipline by reflecting the theoretical developments and types of empirical inquiry conducted by researchers. New to the
Third Edition: 2016 and 2018 election updates and analysis of their political and policy impact Social media’s growing influence on politics
The impact of the alt-right and rising populism on elections and policy New trends in public opinion Weakening of the Voting Rights Act
Campaign finance upheaval The changing congressional landscape Updated tables, figures, and photos present the empirical details of
American politics, helping students gain quantitative literacy Landmark court cases, now highlighted and linked to key concepts Refreshed
feature boxes reinforce the book’s dedication to helping students understand the scientific approach to politics, incorporating intriguing new
topics including genetics and public opinion, the biology of political participation, and evolution and the bureaucracy

The Great Divide
The Conservative Mind: From Burke to Eliot by Russell Kirk is arguably one of the greatest contributions to twentieth-century American
Conservatism. Brilliant in every respect, from its conception to its choice of significant figures representing the history of intellectual
conservatism, The Conservative Mind launched the modern American Conservative Movement. A must-read. (Abridged edition)
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Politics and Policy in American States & Communities
In this Essentials Edition of Governing States and Localities, authors Kevin Smith and Alan Greenblatt retain the hallmarks of their bestselling
introductory text by blending the latest scholarship with engaging journalistic writing, crisp storytelling, and class-tested pedagogy. Based on
market feedback, the authors distilled core topics and cut out policy coverage some instructors do not have time to cover, but kept the everimportant finance chapter and a beautiful full-color interior design. This value-priced, ten-chapter text utilizes the comparative approach to
ensure that students walk away from the course understanding how and why states and localities are both similar and different in institutional
structure, culture, history, geography, economy, and demographics

Our Political Nature
Why is national identity such a potent force in people's lives? And is the force positive or negative? In this thoughtful and provocative book,
Elizabeth Theiss-Morse develops a social theory of national identity and uses a national survey, focus groups, and experiments to answer
these important questions in the American context. Her results show that the combination of group commitment and the setting of exclusive
boundaries on the national group affects how people behave toward their fellow Americans. Strong identifiers care a great deal about their
national group. They want to help and to be loyal to their fellow Americans. By limiting who counts as an American, though, these strong
identifiers place serious limits on who benefits from their pro-group behavior. Help and loyalty are offered only to 'true Americans,' not
Americans who do not count and who are pushed to the periphery of the national group.

Conservatives Without Conscience
On the heels of his national bestseller Worse Than Watergate, John Dean takes a critical look at the current conservative movement In
Conservatives Without Conscience, John Dean places the conservative movement's inner circle of leaders in the Republican Party under
scrutiny. Dean finds their policies and mind- set to be fundamentally authoritarian, and as such, a danger to democracy. By examining the
legacies of such old-line conservatives as J. Edgar Hoover, Spiro Agnew, and Phyllis Schlafly and of such current figures as Dick Cheney,
Newt Gingrich, and leaders of the Religious Right, Dean presents an alarming record of abuses of power. His trenchant analysis of how
conservatism has lost its bearings serves as a chilling warning and a stirring inspiration to safeguard constitutional principles.

Predisposed
Buried in many people and operating largely outside the realm of conscious thought are forces inclining us toward liberal or conservative
political convictions. Our biology predisposes us to see and understand the world in different ways, not always reason and the careful
consideration of facts. These predispositions are in turn responsible for a significant portion of the political and ideological conflict that marks
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human history. With verve and wit, renowned social scientists John Hibbing, Kevin Smith, and John Alford—pioneers in the field of
biopolitics—present overwhelming evidence that people differ politically not just because they grew up in different cultures or were presented
with different information. Despite the oft-heard longing for consensus, unity, and peace, the universal rift between conservatives and liberals
endures because people have diverse psychological, physiological, and genetic traits. These biological differences influence much of what
makes people who they are, including their orientations to politics. Political disputes typically spring from the assumption that those who do
not agree with us are shallow, misguided, uninformed, and ignorant. Predisposed suggests instead that political opponents simply
experience, process, and respond to the world differently. It follows, then, that the key to getting along politically is not the ability of one side
to persuade the other side to see the error of its ways but rather the ability of each side to see that the other is different, not just politically, but
physically. Predisposed will change the way you think about politics and partisan conflict. As a bonus, the book includes a "Left/Right 20
Questions" game to test whether your predispositions lean liberal or conservative.

Virtuous Violence
Arguments about the American ballot initiative process date back to the Progressive Era, when processes allowing citizens to decide policy
questions directly were established in about half of the states. When political scientists began to systematically examine whether the state
ballot initiative process had spillover consequences, they found the initiative process had a positive impact on civic engagement. Recent
scholarship casts doubt on these conclusions, determining the ballot initiative process did not make people believe they could influence the
political process, trust the government, or be more knowledgeable about politics in general. However, in some circumstances, it got them to
show up at the polls, and increased interest groups’ participation in the political arena. In Initiatives without Engagement, Dyck and Lascher
develop and test a theory that can explain the evidence that the ballot initiative process fails to provide the civic benefits commonly claimed
for it, and the evidence that it increases political participation. This theory argues that the basic function of direct democracy is to create more
conflict in society.

The Evolutionary Psychology Behind Politics: How Conservatism and Liberalism Evolved Within Humans, Third Edition
The theme of The Great Divide is that the populations of the democratic world, from Boston to Berlin, Vancouver to Venice, are becoming
increasingly divided from within, due to a growing ideological incompatibility between modern liberalism and conservatism. This is partly due
to a complex mutation in the concept of liberal democracy itself, and the resulting divide is now so wide that those holding to either philosophy
on a whole range of topics: on democracy, on reason, on abortion, on human nature, on homosexuality and gay marriage, on freedom, on the
role of courts … and much more, can barely speak with each other without outrage (the favorite emotional response from all sides). Clearly,
civil conversation at the surface has been failing -- and that could mean democracy is failing. This book is an effort to deepen the
conversation. It is written for the non-specialist, and aims to reveal the less obvious underlying ideological forces and misconceptions that
cause the conflict and outrage at the surface -- not with any expectation the clash of values will evaporate, but rather that a deeper
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understanding will generate a more intelligent and civil conversation. As an aid to understanding, the book contains a handful of Tables
directly comparing modern liberal and conservative views across a range of fundamental moral and political “issues” so that curious readers
can answer the book’s main question: “Where Do You Stand?” An interesting result in testing this exercise has been the number of people
who find they “think” one way, but “live” another.

Fire and Ashes
Neil Gross shows that the U.S. academy’s liberal reputation has exerted a self-selecting influence on young liberals, while deterring
promising conservatives. His study sheds new light on both academic life and American politics, where the conservative movement was built
in part around opposition to the “liberal elite” in higher education.

Making Our Democracy Work
A natural history of humanity's most deeply held moral values draws on a range of scientific disciplines to demonstrate how political
orientations across space and time have emerged from three clusters of measurable personality traits that reflect opposing attitudes toward
tribalism, inequality and differing perceptions of human nature. A first book.

The Hidden Brain
Debates over redistribution, social insurance, and market regulation are central to American politics. Why do some citizens prefer a large role
for government in the economic life of the nation while others wish to limit its reach? In Open versus Closed, the authors argue that these
preferences are not always what they seem. They show how deep-seated personality traits underpinning the culture wars over race,
immigration, law and order, sexuality, gender roles, and religion shape how citizens think about economics, binding cultural and economic
inclinations together in unexpected ways. Integrating insights from both psychology and political science - and twenty years of observational
and experimental data - the authors reveal the deeper motivations driving attitudes toward government. They find that for politically active
citizens these attitudes are not driven by self-interest, but by a desire to express the traits and cultural commitments that define their
identities.

In Defense of Negativity
This radical and thought-provoking book argues that violence does not result from a breakdown of morality, but is morally motivated.

The Paranoid Style in American Politics

Page 10/15

Read Free Predisposed Liberals Conservatives And The Biology Of Political Differences
An unassailable case that, in the eyes of history, Barack Obama will be viewed as one of America’s best and most accomplished presidents.
Over the course of eight years, Barack Obama has amassed an array of outstanding achievements. His administration saved the American
economy from collapse, expanded health insurance to millions who previously could not afford it, negotiated an historic nuclear deal with Iran,
helped craft a groundbreaking international climate accord, reined in Wall Street and crafted a new vision of racial progress. He has done all
of this despite a left that frequently disdained him as a sellout, and a hysterical right that did everything possible to destroy his agenda even
when they agreed with what he was doing. Now, as the page turns to our next Commander in Chief, Jonathan Chait, acclaimed as one of the
most incisive and meticulous political commentators in America, digs deep into Obama’s record on major policy fronts—economics, the
environment, domestic reform, health care, race, foreign policy, and civil rights—to demonstrate why history will judge our forty-fourth president
as among the greatest in history. Audacity does not shy away from Obama’s failures, most notably in foreign policy. Yet Chait convincingly
shows that President Obama has accomplished what candidate Obama said he would, despite overwhelming opposition—and that the hopes
of those who voted for him have not been dashed despite the smokescreen of extremist propaganda and the limits of short-term perspective.

Not Born Yesterday
A thoughtful, poignant novel that explores the creation of Artificial Intelligence—illuminating the very human need for communication,
connection, and understanding. In a narrative that spans geography and time, from the Atlantic Ocean in the seventeenth century, to a
correctional institute in Texas in the near future, and told from the perspectives of five very different characters, Speak considers what it
means to be human, and what it means to be less than fully alive. A young Puritan woman travels to the New World with her unwanted new
husband. Alan Turing, the renowned mathematician and code breaker, writes letters to his best friend’s mother. A Jewish refugee and
professor of computer science struggles to reconnect with his increasingly detached wife. An isolated and traumatized young girl exchanges
messages with an intelligent software program. A former Silicon Valley Wunderkind is imprisoned for creating illegal lifelike dolls. Each of
these characters is attempting to communicate across gaps—to estranged spouses, lost friends, future readers, or a computer program that
may or may not understand them. In dazzling and electrifying prose, Louisa Hall explores how the chasm between computer and
human—shrinking rapidly with today’s technological advances—echoes the gaps that exist between ordinary people. Though each speaks from
a distinct place and moment in time, all five characters share the need to express themselves while simultaneously wondering if they will ever
be heard, or understood.

Initiatives without Engagement
This text is designed to prepare the students to understand the ancient questions raised by our elders, from Ancient Greece through the
Enlightenment and to today. And, to see how the newer approaches enable us to escape static disputes by using new tools, conceptual,
theoretical, and methodological to seek new answers.
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Passing on the Right
Why people are not as gullible as we think Not Born Yesterday explains how we decide who we can trust and what we should believe—and
argues that we're pretty good at making these decisions. In this lively and provocative book, Hugo Mercier demonstrates how virtually all
attempts at mass persuasion—whether by religious leaders, politicians, or advertisers—fail miserably. Drawing on recent findings from political
science and other fields ranging from history to anthropology, Mercier shows that the narrative of widespread gullibility, in which a credulous
public is easily misled by demagogues and charlatans, is simply wrong. Why is mass persuasion so difficult? Mercier uses the latest findings
from experimental psychology to show how each of us is endowed with sophisticated cognitive mechanisms of open vigilance. Computing a
variety of cues, these mechanisms enable us to be on guard against harmful beliefs, while being open enough to change our minds when
presented with the right evidence. Even failures—when we accept false confessions, spread wild rumors, or fall for quack medicine—are better
explained as bugs in otherwise well-functioning cognitive mechanisms than as symptoms of general gullibility. Not Born Yesterday shows
how we filter the flow of information that surrounds us, argues that we do it well, and explains how we can do it better still.

Open versus Closed
The hidden brain is the voice in our ear when we make the most important decisions in our lives—but we’re never aware of it. The hidden brain
decides whom we fall in love with and whom we hate. It tells us to vote for the white candidate and convict the dark-skinned defendant, to hire
the thin woman but pay her less than the man doing the same job. It can direct us to safety when disaster strikes and move us to
extraordinary acts of altruism. But it can also be manipulated to turn an ordinary person into a suicide terrorist or a group of bystanders into a
mob. In a series of compulsively readable narratives, Shankar Vedantam journeys through the latest discoveries in neuroscience,
psychology, and behavioral science to uncover the darkest corner of our minds and its decisive impact on the choices we make as individuals
and as a society. Filled with fascinating characters, dramatic storytelling, and cutting-edge science, this is an engrossing exploration of the
secrets our brains keep from us—and how they are revealed.

Why Are Professors Liberal and Why Do Conservatives Care?
Presents a groundbreaking investigation into the origins of morality at the core of religion and politics, offering scholarly insight into the
motivations behind cultural clashes that are polarizing America.

Who Counts as an American?
Is Barack Obama the savior of liberalism—or the last liberal president? Charles R. Kesler's spirited analysis of Obama's political thought shows
that he represents either a new birth of liberalism—or its demise. Who is Barack Obama? Though many of his own supporters wonder if he
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really believes in anything, Charles R. Kesler argues that these disappointed liberals don't appreciate the scope of the president's ambition or
the long-term stakes for which he is playing. Conservatives also misunderstand Obama, according to this leading conservative scholar,
educator, and journalist. They dismiss him as a socialist, hopelessly out of touch with the American mainstream. The fringe Right dwells on
Obama's foreign upbringing, his missing birth certificate, Bill Ayers's supposed authorship of his books. What mainstream and fringe have in
common is a stubborn underestimation of the man and the political movement he embodies. Reflecting a sophisticated mix of philosophy,
psychology, and history, and complemented by a scathing wit, I Am the Change tries to understand Obama as he understands himself, based
largely on his own writings, speeches, and interviews. Kesler, the rare conservative who takes Obama seriously as a political thinker, views
him as a gifted and highly intelligent progressive who is attempting to become the greatest president in the history of modern liberalism. Intent
on reinvigorating the liberal faith, Obama nonetheless fails to understand its fatal contradictions—a shortsightedness that may prove to be
liberalism's undoing. Will Obama save liberalism and become its fourth great incarnation, following Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and Lyndon B. Johnson? Or will he be derailed by his very successes? These are the questions at the heart of Kesler's thoughtful and
illuminating book.

Sex, Power, and Partisanship
Dr. Tim Groseclose, a professor of political science and economics at UCLA, has spent years constructing precise, quantitative measures of
the slant of media outlets. He does this by measuring the political content of news, as a way to measure the PQ, or "political quotient" of
voters and politicians. Among his conclusions are: (i) all mainstream media outlets have a liberal bias; and (ii) while some supposedly
conservative outlets—such the Washington Times or Fox News' Special Report—do lean right, their conservative bias is less than the liberal
bias of most mainstream outlets. Groseclose contends that the general leftward bias of the media has shifted the PQ of the average
American by about 20 points, on a scale of 100, the difference between the current political views of the average American, and the political
views of the average resident of Orange County, California or Salt Lake County, Utah. With Left Turn readers can easily calculate their own
PQ—to decide for themselves if the bias exists. This timely, much-needed study brings fact to this often overheated debate.

Predisposed
This is the eBook of the printed book and may not include any media, website access codes, or print supplements that may come packaged
with the bound book. Updated in its 8th edition, Politics and Policy in States & Communities distinguishes itself through its highly accessible
writing style, inclusion of unique topics such as tribal governments, extensive discussion of intergovernmental relations, and its focus on the
relationship between government and the governed--how individuals are affected by government decisions and how individuals influence
public policy ("face-to-face" approach). The "face-to-face" approach to the study of state and local governments personalizes the material,
connects government to readers' lives, and makes the material more meaningful and relevant to the reader.
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Political Animals
An evolutionary psychologist traces the roots of political divisions back to our primate ancestors and male-dominated social hierarchies.
Through the lens of evolutionary science, this book offers a novel perspective on why we hold our political ideas, and why they are so often in
conflict. Drawing on examples from across the animal kingdom, clinical psychologist Hector A. Garcia reveals how even the most complex
political processes can be influenced by our basic drives to survive and reproduce--including the policies we back, whether we are liberal or
conservative, and whether we are inspired or repelled by the words of a president. The author demonstrates how our political orientations
derive from an ancestral history of violent male competition, surprisingly influencing how we respond to issues as wide-ranging as affirmative
action, women's rights, social welfare, abortion, foreign policy, and even global warming. Critically, the author shows us how our instinctive
political tribalism can keep us from achieving stable, functioning societies, and offers solutions for rising above our ancestral past.
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