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Street Smart
From the acclaimed author of Miracle Cure and The Third Horseman, the epic story
of the collision between one of nature's smallest organisms and history's mightiest
empire During the golden age of the Roman Empire, Emperor Justinian reigned
over a territory that stretched from Italy to North Africa. It was the zenith of his
achievements and the last of them. In 542 AD, the bubonic plague struck. In
weeks, the glorious classical world of Justinian had been plunged into the medieval
and modern Europe was born. At its height, five thousand people died every day in
Constantinople. Cities were completely depopulated. It was the first pandemic the
world had ever known and it left its indelible mark: when the plague finally ended,
more than 25 million people were dead. Weaving together history, microbiology,
ecology, jurisprudence, theology, and epidemiology, Justinian's Flea is a unique
and sweeping account of the little known event that changed the course of a
continent. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Economy and Society in the Age of Justinian
The epic history of how antibiotics were born, saving millions of lives and creating
a vast new industry known as Big Pharma. As late as the 1930s, virtually no drug
intended for sickness did any good; doctors could set bones, deliver babies, and
offer palliative care. That all changed in less than a generation with the discovery
and development of a new category of medicine known as antibiotics. By 1955, the
age-old evolutionary relationship between humans and microbes had been
transformed, trivializing once-deadly infections. William Rosen captures this
revolution with all its false starts, lucky surprises, and eccentric characters. He
explains why, given the complex nature of bacteria—and their ability to rapidly
evolve into new forms—the only way to locate and test potential antibiotic strains
is by large-scale, systematic, trial-and-error experimentation. Organizing that
research needs large, well-funded organizations and businesses, and so our entire
scientific-industrial complex, built around the pharmaceutical company, was born.
Timely, engrossing, and eye-opening, Miracle Cure is a must-read science
narrative—a drama of enormous range, combining science, technology, politics,
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and economics to illuminate the reasons behind one of the most dramatic changes
in humanity’s relationship with nature since the invention of agriculture ten
thousand years ago.

Biology of Plagues
A unique insight into the reign of the imperial couple Justinian and Theodora is
presented. The private and public life of the emperors, their deceit and destruction
and its consequences are depicted. The book reveals secrets and gives voice to
that age's common men. It is an essential landmark in the history of individual
legal rights.

Plague and Empire in the Early Modern Mediterranean World
This is the first systematic scholarly study of the Ottoman experience of plague
during the Black Death pandemic and the centuries that followed. Using a wealth
of archival and narrative sources, including medical treatises, hagiographies, and
travelers' accounts, as well as recent scientific research, Nükhet Varlik
demonstrates how plague interacted with the environmental, social, and political
structures of the Ottoman Empire from the late medieval through the early modern
era. The book argues that the empire's growth transformed the epidemiological
patterns of plague by bringing diverse ecological zones into interaction and by
intensifying the mobilities of exchange among both human and non-human agents.
Varlik maintains that persistent plagues elicited new forms of cultural imagination
and expression, as well as a new body of knowledge about the disease. In turn, this
new consciousness sharpened the Ottoman administrative response to the plague,
while contributing to the makings of an early modern state.

In the Wake of the Plague
Neuromancer meets Star Trek in Gamechanger, a fantastic new book from awardwinning author L. X. Beckett. First there was the Setback. Then came the
Clawback. Now we thrive. Rubi Whiting is a member of the Bounceback
Generation. The first to be raised free of the troubles of the late twenty-first
century. Now she works as a public defender to help troubled individuals with antisocial behavior. That’s how she met Luciano Pox. Luce is a firebrand and has made
a name for himself as a naysayer. But there’s more to him than being a lightning
rod for controversy. Rubi has to find out why the governments of the world want to
bring Luce into custody, and why Luce is hell bent on stopping the recovery of the
planet. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.

Crusaders
NYPD Homicide Detective Nikki Heat gets more mystery than she imagined when
she arrives at her latest crime scene. The body of an unidentified woman has been
found stabbed to death and stuffed inside a suitcase left sitting on a Manhattan
street. A startling enough death, but an even bigger shock comes when this new
homicide surprisingly connects to the unsolved murder of Detective Heat's own
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mother. The gruesome killing of this Jane Doe launches Heat on a dangerous and
emotional investigation, rekindling the cold case that has haunted her since she
was nineteen. Paired once again with her romantic and investigative partner, top
journalist Jameson Rook, Heat works to solve the mystery of the body in the
suitcase while she also digs into unexplored areas of her mother's
background—areas Nikki has been afraid to confront before, but now must. Facing
relentless danger as someone targets her for the next kill, Heat's search will
unearth painful family truths, expose a startling hidden life, and cause Nikki to
reexamine her own past. Heat's passionate quest takes her and Rook from the
back alleys of Manhattan to the avenues of Paris, trying to catch a ruthless killer.
The question is, now that her mother's cold case has unexpectedly thawed, will
Nikki Heat finally be able to solve the dark mystery that has been her demon for
ten years?

Justinian's Flea
The incredible true story of how a cycle of rain, cold, disease, and warfare created
the worst famine in European history—years before the Black Death, from the
author of Justinian's Flea and the forthcoming Miracle Cure In May 1315, it started
to rain. For the seven disastrous years that followed, Europeans would be visited
by a series of curses unseen since the third book of Exodus: floods, ice, failures of
crops and cattle, and epidemics not just of disease, but of pike, sword, and spear.
All told, six million lives—one-eighth of Europe’s total population—would be lost.
With a category-defying knowledge of science and history, William Rosen tells the
stunning story of the oft-overlooked Great Famine with wit and drama and
demonstrates what it all means for today’s discussions of climate change. From the
Trade Paperback edition.

The Civil Law:
This fascinating new volume comes complete with color illustrations and features
the methodology and main achievements in the emerging field of
paleomicrobiology. It’s an area research at the intersection of microbiology and
evolution, history and anthropology. New molecular approaches have already
provided exciting results, such as confirmation of a single biotype of Yersinia pestis
as the cause of historical plague pandemics. An absorbing read for scientists in
related fields.

Miracle Cure
The threat of unstoppable plagues, such as AIDS and Ebola, is always with us. In
Europe, the most devastating plagues were those from the Black Death pandemic
in the 1300s to the Great Plague of London in 1665. For the last 100 years, it has
been accepted that Yersinia pestis, the infective agent of bubonic plague, was
responsible for these epidemics. This book combines modern concepts of
epidemiology and molecular biology with computer-modelling. Applying these to
the analysis of historical epidemics, the authors show that they were not, in fact,
outbreaks of bubonic plague. Biology of Plagues offers a completely new
interdisciplinary interpretation of the plagues of Europe and establishes them
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within a geographical, historical and demographic framework. This fascinating
detective work will be of interest to readers in the social and biological sciences,
and lessons learnt will underline the implications of historical plagues for modernday epidemiology.

Sailing from Byzantium
The Greek statesman Polybius (c.200–118 BC) wrote his account of the relentless
growth of the Roman Empire in order to help his fellow countrymen understand
how their world came to be dominated by Rome. Opening with the Punic War in
264 BC, he vividly records the critical stages of Roman expansion: its campaigns
throughout the Mediterranean, the temporary setbacks inflicted by Hannibal and
the final destruction of Carthage. An active participant of the politics of his time as
well as a friend of many prominent Roman citizens, Polybius drew on many
eyewitness accounts in writing this cornerstone work of history.

Bubonic Panic
La moria grandissima began its terrible journey across the European and Asian
continents in 1347, leaving unimaginable devastation in its wake. Five years later,
twenty-five million people were dead, felled by the scourge that would come to be
called the Black Death. The Great Mortality is the extraordinary epic account of the
worst natural disaster in European history -- a drama of courage, cowardice,
misery, madness, and sacrifice that brilliantly illuminates humankind's darkest
days when an old world ended and a new world was born.

The Great Mortality
Bestselling poet, writer, and Instagram sensation Nikita Gill returns with a
collection of poetry and prose retelling the legends of the Goddesses, both great
and small, in their own words. With lyrical prose and striking verse, beloved poet
Nikita Gill (Fierce Fairytales, Wild Embers) uses the history of Ancient Greece and
beyond to explore and share the stories of the mothers, warriors, creators,
survivors, and destroyers who shook the world. In pieces that burn with empathy
and admiration for these women, Gill unearths the power and glory of the very
foundations of mythology and culture that have been too-often ignored or pushed
aside. Complete with beautiful hand-drawn illustrations, Gill's poetry and stories
weave old and forgotten tales of might and love into an empowering collection for
the modern woman.

Plague
*Includes pictures *Includes excerpts of ancient accounts *Includes a bibliography
for further reading "[A]s the reign of Marcus Aurelius forms a turning point in so
many things, and above all in literature and art, I have no doubt that this crisis was
brought about by that plague. The ancient world never recovered from the blow
inflicted on it by the plague which visited it in the reign of Marcus Aurelius." Barthold Georg Niebuhr "The Five Good Emperors," a reference to the five
emperors who ruled the Roman Empire between 96 and 180 CE (Nerva, Trajan,
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Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, and Marcus Aurelius), was a term first coined by
Machiavelli and later adopted and popularized by historian Edward Gibbon, who
said that under these men, the Roman Empire "was governed by absolute power
under the guidance of wisdom and virtue." Machiavelli explained, "From the study
of this history we may also learn how a good government is to be established; for
while all the emperors who succeeded to the throne by birth, except Titus, were
bad, all were good who succeeded by adoption, as in the case of the five from
Nerva to Marcus. But as soon as the empire fell once more to the heirs by birth, its
ruin recommencedTitus, Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus, and Marcus had no
need of praetorian cohorts, or of countless legions to guard them, but were
defended by their own good lives, the good-will of their subjects, and the
attachment of the senate." These 84 years also witnessed an impressive growth in
the size of the Roman Empire. New acquisitions ranged from northern Britain to
Arabia, Mesopotamia, and Dacia. Furthermore, existing possessions were
consolidated, and the empire's defenses improved when compared to what had
come before. A range of countries that had been client states became fully
integrated provinces, and even Italy saw administrative reforms which created
further wealth. With all of that said, according to some academics, the success
these rulers had in centralizing the empire's administration, while undoubtedly
bringing huge benefits, also sowed the seeds for later problems. After all, as so
many Roman emperors proved, from Caligula and Nero to Commodus, the empire's
approach to governance was predicated on the ruler's ability. When incompetent
or insane emperors came to power, the whole edifice came tumbling down.
Moreover, the success of the emperors ironically brought about the worst plague in
Rome's epic history. Due to constant warfare on the borders and attempts to
defend positions against various groups, Roman soldiers came into contact with
foreign diseases, and they unwittingly brought them home when campaigns ended.
This culminated around 165 CE, when an unidentified disease brought the empire
to its knees and afflicted an untold number of individuals, one of whom may have
been Lucius Verus, the co-emperor of Rome alongside Marcus Aurelius. In addition
to the enormous number of casualties, which has been estimated at upwards of 5
million people, the pandemic disrupted Roman trade to the east, affected societies
culturally across Europe, and compelled physicians like Galen to study the
symptoms in an effort to figure out not only what the disease was, but any
potential cures. Of course, that was a tall task for ancient doctors with relatively
primitive technology, and even today people continue to debate what the disease
was and where it came from, with theories ranging from a smallpox outbreak in
China, or possibly measles. The Antonine Plague: The History and Legacy of the
Ancient Roman Empire's Worst Pandemic examines the origins of the disease,
theories regarding what it was, and the toll it took. Along with pictures depicting
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Antonine Plauge like
never before.

The Most Powerful Idea in the World
Between the fall of the western Roman Empire in the fifth century and the collapse
of the east in the face of the Arab invasions in the seventh, the remarkable era of
the Emperor Justinian (527-568) dominated the Mediterranean region. Famous for
his conquests in Italy and North Africa, and for the creation of spectacular
monuments such as the Hagia Sophia, his reign was also marked by global
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religious conflict within the Christian world and an outbreak of plague that some
have compared to the Black Death. For many historians, Justinian is far more than
an anomaly of Byzantine ambition between the eras of Attila and Muhammad; he is
the causal link that binds together the two moments of Roman imperial collapse.
Determined to reverse the losses Rome suffered in the fifth century, Justinian
unleashed an aggressive campaign in the face of tremendous adversity, not least
the plague. This book offers a fundamentally new interpretation of his conquest
policy and its overall strategic effect, which has often been seen as imperial
overreach, making the regime vulnerable to the Islamic takeover of its richest
territories in the seventh century and thus transforming the great Roman Empire of
Late Antiquity into its pale shadow of the Middle Ages. In Rome Resurgent,
historian Peter Heather draws heavily upon contemporary sources, including the
writings of Procopius, the principal historian of the time, while also recasting that
author's narrative by bringing together new perspectives based on a wide array of
additional source material. A huge body of archaeological evidence has become
available for the sixth century, providing entirely new means of understanding the
overall effects of Justinian's war policies. Building on his own distinguished work on
the Vandals, Goths, and Persians, Heather also gives much fuller coverage to
Rome's enemies than Procopius ever did. A briskly paced narrative by a master
historian, Rome Resurgent promises to introduce readers to this captivating and
unjustly overlooked chapter in ancient warfare.

Istanbul
"In 531 AD the Roman general Flavious Belisarius married a one-time prostitute
named Antonina. Belisarius was perhaps the noblest person ever to lead great
armies and was one of the most successful commanders in history. He loved and
was faithful to Antonina their whole lives together"--Page 4 of cover.

The Black Death
*Includes pictures *Includes excerpts of medieval accounts *Includes a
bibliography for further reading "[Theodore] made very large pits, inside each of
which 70,000 corpses were laid down. He thus appointed men there, who brought
down corpses, sorted them and piled them up. They pressed them in rows on top
of each other, in the same way as someone presses hay in a loft Men and women
were trodden down, and in the little space between them the young and infants
were pressed down, trodden with the feet and trampled down like spoilt grapes." John of Ephesus The Bubonic Plague was the worst affliction ever visited upon
Europe and the Mediterranean world. Within a few short years, a quarter of the
population was taken after a short but torturous illness. Those who escaped faced
famine and economic hardship, crops were left unsown; harvests spoiled for lack of
harvesters, and villages, towns, and great cities were depopulated. Markets were
destroyed, and trade ground to a halt. It must have seemed like the end of the
world to the terrified populace. The horror abated, only to return years later, often
with less virulence but no less misery. Many who read a description of that plague
might immediately think of the Black Death, the great epidemic that ravaged
Europe and the Middle East from 1347-1351, but it actually refers to the lesserknown but arguably worse Plague of Justinian that descended upon the
Mediterranean world in 541 and continued to decimate it over the next 200 years.
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The effects of the pestilence on history was every bit as dramatic as the one in the
Late Middle Ages. In fact, the case could be made that the Plague of Justinian was
a major factor in the molding of Europe and, consequently, the rest of the world as
it is known today, marking a monumental crossroad between the ancient and
medieval worlds. It might also be asked why so little is known about the Plague of
Justinian and the epidemics following it, which stands in stark contrast with the
Black Death, which has been the subject of numerous books and papers. The
explanation, at least in part, is probably cultural. The 300 years between the fall of
the Western Roman Empire and its revival by the Franks has long been referred to
as the Dark Ages, negatively comparing the cultural enlightenment of the Roman
Empire with the supposed barbarity of the Germanic kingdoms that replaced it.
This was popularized by the Romantic Movement in the 19th century and was
premised on the belief that Western Civilization was superior. In doing so, Western
Europeans ignored the rich cultural traditions of the Byzantine Empire and Persia
and overlooked that the Germanic peoples actually preserved some elements of
Roman civilization. Moreover, tribes converting to Christianity embraced the
Catholic Church and thus Roman culture. Contrary to popular opinion, learning did
not decline during this time in the West because monasticism brought schools,
libraries, and institutes of higher learning throughout Western Europe. The
Byzantine Empire and the Plague: The History and Legacy of the Pandemic that
Ravaged the Byzantines in the Early Middle Ages charts the history of the
pestilence over the course of two centuries and how it shaped subsequent events,
bringing down nations while inadvertently lifting others. It also describes the
diseases' victims, and how certain segments of society may have avoided
contracting it. Along with pictures depicting important people, places, and events,
you will learn about the Byzantine Empire and the plague like never before.

The Antonine Plague
The Age of Justinian examines the reign of the great emperor Justinian (527-565)
and his wife Theodora, who advanced from the theatre to the throne. The origins of
the irrevocable split between East and West, between the Byzantine and the
Persian Empire are chronicled, which continue up to the present day. The book
looks at the social structure of sixth century Byzantium, and the neighbours that
surrounded the empire. It also deals with Justinian's wars, which restored Italy,
Africa and a part of Spain to the empire.

Rome Resurgent
"The Most Powerful Idea in the World argues that the very notion of intellectual
property drove not only the invention of the steam engine but also the entire
Industrial Revolution." -- Back cover.

Paleomicrobiology
The Age of Justinian
This book focuses on how to formulate a mental health response with respect to
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the unique elements of pandemic outbreaks. Unlike other disaster psychiatry
books that isolate aspects of an emergency, this book unifies the clinical aspects of
disaster and psychosomatic psychiatry with infectious disease responses at the
various levels, making it an excellent resource for tackling each stage of a crisis
quickly and thoroughly. The book begins by contextualizing the issues with a
historical and infectious disease overview of pandemics ranging from the Spanish
flu of 1918, the HIV epidemic, Ebola, Zika, and many other outbreaks. The text
acknowledges the new infectious disease challenges presented by climate changes
and considers how to implement systems to prepare for these issues from an
infection and social psyche perspective. The text then delves into the mental
health aspects of these crises, including community and cultural responses,
emotional epidemiology, and mental health concerns in the aftermath of a
disaster. Finally, the text considers medical responses to situation-specific trauma,
including quarantine and isolation-associated trauma, the mental health aspects of
immunization and vaccination, survivor mental health, and support for healthcare
personnel, thereby providing guidance for some of the most alarming trends facing
the medical community. Written by experts in the field, Psychiatry of Pandemics is
an excellent resource for infectious disease specialists, psychiatrists, psychologists,
immunologists, hospitalists, public health officials, nurses, and medical
professionals who may work patients in an infectious disease outbreak.

Catastrophe
Looks at the life and times of the Emperor Justinian.

Frozen Heat
The Corpus Juris Civilis or the Body of Civil Law was Complied from 529 to 534 by
order of Justinian I; thus, it is sometimes referred to as the Code of Justinian. It
however contains the body Roman law previous to the reign of Justinian. This
compilation, translated by S.P. Scott into English, and formatted into Three
volumes, contains: The Twelve Tables, The Institutes of Gaius, The Rules of Ulpian,
The Opinions of Paulus, The Enactments of Justinian, and The Constitutions of Leo

Justinian's Flea
A gripping intellectual adventure story, Sailing from Byzantium sweeps you from
the deserts of Arabia to the dark forests of northern Russia, from the colorful towns
of Renaissance Italy to the final moments of a millennial city under siege….
Byzantium: the successor of Greece and Rome, this magnificent empire bridged
the ancient and modern worlds for more than a thousand years. Without
Byzantium, the works of Homer and Herodotus, Plato and Aristotle, Sophocles and
Aeschylus, would never have survived. Yet very few of us have any idea of the
enormous debt we owe them. The story of Byzantium is a real-life adventure of
electrifying ideas, high drama, colorful characters, and inspiring feats of daring. In
Sailing from Byzantium, Colin Wells tells of the missionaries, mystics, philosophers,
and artists who against great odds and often at peril of their own lives spread
Greek ideas to the Italians, the Arabs, and the Slavs. Their heroic efforts inspired
the Renaissance, the golden age of Islamic learning, and Russian Orthodox
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Christianity, which came complete with a new alphabet, architecture, and one of
the world’s greatest artistic traditions. The story’s central reference point is an
arcane squabble called the Hesychast controversy that pitted humanist scholars
led by the brilliant, acerbic intellectual Barlaam against the powerful monks of
Mount Athos led by the stern Gregory Palamas, who denounced “pagan”
rationalism in favor of Christian mysticism. Within a few decades, the light of
Byzantium would be extinguished forever by the invading Turks, but not before the
humanists found a safe haven for Greek literature. The controversy of rationalism
versus faith would continue to be argued by some of history’s greatest minds. Fastpaced, compulsively readable, and filled with fascinating insights, Sailing from
Byzantium is one of the great historical dramas–the gripping story of how the flame
of civilization was saved and passed on.

The Secret History
Plague is a terrifying mystery. In the Middle Ages, it wiped out 40 million people -40 percent of the total population in Europe. Seven hundred years earlier, the
Justinian Plague destroyed the Byzantine Empire and ushered in the Middle Ages.
The plague of London in the seventeenth century killed more than 1,000 people a
day. In the early twentieth century, plague again swept Asia, taking the lives of 12
million in India alone. Even more frightening is what it could do to us in the near
future. Before the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russian scientists created
genetically altered, antibiotic-resistant and vaccine-resistant strains of plague that
can bypass the human immune system and spread directly from person to person.
These weaponized strains still exist, and they could be replicated in almost any
laboratory. Wendy Orent's Plague pieces together a fascinating and terrifying
historical whodunit. Drawing on the latest research in labs around the world, along
with extensive interviews with American and Soviet plague experts, Orent offers
nothing less than a biography of a disease. Plague helped bring down the Roman
Empire and close the Middle Ages; it has had a dramatic impact on our history, yet
we still do not fully understand its own evolution. Orent's retelling of the four great
pandemics makes for gripping reading and solves many puzzles. Why did some
pandemics jump from person to person, while others relied on insects as carriers?
Why are some strains more virulent than others? Orent reveals the key differences
among rat-based, prairie dog-based, and marmot-based plague. The marmots of
Central Asia, in particular, have long been hosts to the most virulent and
frightening form of the disease, a form that can travel around the world in the blink
of an eye. From its ability to hide out in the wild, only to spring back into humanity
with a terrifying vengeance, to its elusive capacity to develop suddenly greater
virulence and transmissibility, plague is a protean nightmare. To make matters
worse, Orent's disturbing revelations about the former Soviet bioweapon programs
suggest that the nightmare may not be over. Plague is chilling reading at the dawn
of a new age of bioterrorism.

The Byzantine Empire and the Plague
In this volume, 12 scholars from various disciplines - have produced a
comprehensive account of the pandemic's origins, spread, and mortality, as well as
its economic, social, political, and religious effects.
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Heart of Europe
From one of the nation's leading Byzantine scholars comes a fictional look at the
vicious reign of Justinian II, Emperor of the Romans in the seventh century and one
of history's most desperate and brutal rulers. "ElectrifyingAn artfully styled
narrative and painstaking attention to historical detail vivify this mesmerizing
account of one of history's most remarkable rulers." --Booklist At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.

The Fate of Rome
A major new history of the Crusades with an unprecedented wide scope, told in a
tableau of portraits of people on all sides of the wars, from the New York Times
bestselling author of The Templars. For more than one thousand years, Christians
and Muslims lived side by side, sometimes at peace and sometimes at war. When
Christian armies seized Jerusalem in 1099, they began the most notorious period of
conflict between the two religions. Depending on who you ask, the fall of the holy
city was either an inspiring legend or the greatest of horrors. In Crusaders, Dan
Jones interrogates the many sides of the larger story, charting a deeply human and
avowedly pluralist path through the crusading era. Expanding the usual timeframe,
Jones looks to the roots of Christian-Muslim relations in the eighth century and
tracks the influence of crusading to present day. He widens the geographical focus
to far-flung regions home to so-called enemies of the Church, including Spain,
North Africa, southern France, and the Baltic states. By telling intimate stories of
individual journeys, Jones illuminates these centuries of war not only from the
perspective of popes and kings, but from Arab-Sicilian poets, Byzantine princesses,
Sunni scholars, Shi'ite viziers, Mamluk slave soldiers, Mongol chieftains, and
barefoot friars. Crusading remains a rallying call to this day, but its role in the
popular imagination ignores the cooperation and complicated coexistence that
were just as much a feature of the period as warfare. The age-old relationships
between faith, conquest, wealth, power, and trade meant that crusading was not
only about fighting for the glory of God, but also, among other earthly reasons,
about gold. In this richly dramatic narrative that gives voice to sources usually
pushed to the margins, Dan Jones has written an authoritative survey of the holy
wars with global scope and human focus.

Great Goddesses
Weaving together evolutionary microbiology, economics, military strategy,
ecology, and ancient and modern medicine, author Rosen tells of history's first
pandemic--a plague seven centuries before the Black Death that killed tens of
millions, devastated th

Justinian's Flea
A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year A New York Public Library Best Book
for Teens In March 1900, San Francisco's health department investigated a strange
and horrible death in Chinatown. A man had died of bubonic plague, one of the
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world's deadliest diseases. But how could that be possible? Bubonic Panic tells the
true story of America's first plague epidemic—the public health doctors who
desperately fought to end it, the political leaders who tried to keep it hidden, and
the brave scientists who uncovered the plague's secrets. Once again, acclaimed
author and scientific expert Gail Jarrow brings the history of a medical mystery to
life in vivid and exciting detail for young readers. This title includes photographs
and drawings, a glossary, a timeline, further resources, an author's note, and
source notes.

Justinian
The reign of the Byzantine Emperor Justinian (527–65) stands out in late Roman
and medieval history. Justinian re-conquered far-flung territories from the
barbarians, overhauled the Empire's administrative framework and codified for
posterity the inherited tradition of Roman law. This work represents a modern
study in English of the social and economic history of the Eastern Roman Empire in
the reign of the Emperor Justinian. Drawing upon papyrological, numismatic, legal,
literary and archaeological evidence, the study seeks to reconstruct the emergent
nature of relations between landowners and peasants, and aristocrats and
emperors in the late antique Eastern Empire. It provides a social and economic
context in which to situate the Emperor Justinian's mid-sixth-century reform
programme, and questions the implications of the Eastern Empire's pattern of
social and economic development under Justinian for its subsequent, postJustinianic history.

The Black Death
Istanbul has long been a place where stories and histories collide, where
perception is as potent as fact. From the Koran to Shakespeare, this city with three
names--Byzantium, Constantinople, Istanbul--resonates as an idea and a place,
real and imagined. Standing as the gateway between East and West, North and
South, it has been the capital city of the Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman Empires.
For much of its history it was the very center of the world, known simply as "The
City," but, as Bettany Hughes reveals, Istanbul is not just a city, but a global story.
In this epic new biography, Hughes takes us on a dazzling historical journey from
the Neolithic to the present, through the many incarnations of one of the world's
greatest cities--exploring the ways that Istanbul's influence has spun out to shape
the wider world. Hughes investigates what it takes to make a city and tells the
story not just of emperors, viziers, caliphs, and sultans, but of the poor and the
voiceless, of the women and men whose aspirations and dreams have continuously
reinvented Istanbul. Written with energy and animation, award-winning historian
Bettany Hughes deftly guides readers through Istanbul's rich layers of history.
Based on meticulous research and new archaeological evidence, this captivating
portrait of the momentous life of Istanbul is visceral, immediate, and
authoritative--narrative history at its finest.

The Life of Belisarius
Sweeping across the known world with unchecked devastation, the Black Death
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claimed between 75 million and 200 million lives in four short years. In this
engaging and well-researched book, the trajectory of the plague’s march west
across Eurasia and the cause of the great pandemic is thoroughly explored. Inside
you will read about ✓ What was the Black Death? ✓ A Short History of Pandemics ✓
Chronology & Trajectory ✓ Causes & Pathology ✓ Medieval Theories & Disease
Control ✓ Black Death in Medieval Culture ✓ Consequences Fascinating insights
into the medieval mind’s perception of the disease and examinations of
contemporary accounts give a complete picture of what the world’s most effective
killer meant to medieval society in particular and humanity in general.

Antonina
In the middle of the sixth century, the world's smallest organism collided with the
world's mightiest empire. With the death of twenty-five million people, the Roman
Empire, under her last great emperor, Justinian, was decimated. Before Yersinia
pestis, the bacterium that carries bubonic plague, was finished, both the Roman
and Persian empires were easy pickings for the armies of Muhammad on their
conquering march out of Arabia. In its wake, the plague - history's first pandemic marked the transition from the age of Mediterranean empires to the age of
European nation-states - from antiquity to the medieval world. A narrative history
that melds contemporary sources with modern disciplines, Justinian's Flea is a
unique account of one of history's great turning points - the summer of 542 revealed through the experiences of the remarkable individuals whose lives are a
window onto a remarkable age: Justinian, his general Belisarius, the greatest
soldier between Caesar and Saladin; his architect, Anthemius who built
Constantinople's Hagia Sophia (and whose brother, Alexander, was the great
physician of the plague years); Tribonian, the jurist who created the Justinianic
Code; and, finally, his empress Theodora, the one-time prostitute who became coruler of the empire, the most politically powerful woman in European history until
Elizabeth I.

Psychiatry of Pandemics
With wit and sharp insight, former Traffic Commissioner of New York City, Sam
Schwartz a.k.a. “Gridlock Sam,” one of the most respected transportation
engineers in the world and consummate insider in NYC political circles, uncovers
how American cities became so beholden to cars and why the current shift away
from that trend will forever alter America's urban landscapes, marking nothing
short of a revolution in how we get from place to place. When Sam Schwartz was
growing up in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn—his block belonged to his community: the
kids who played punchball and stickball & their parents, who'd regularly walk to
the local businesses at which they also worked. He didn't realize it then, but
Bensonhurst was already more like a museum of a long-forgotten way-of-life than a
picture of America's future. Public transit traveled over and under city
streets—New York's first subway line opened in 1904—but the streets themselves
had been conquered by the internal combustion engine. America's dependency on
the automobile began with the 1908 introduction of Henry Ford's car-for-everyone,
the Model T. The “battle for right-of-way” in the 1920s saw the demise of
streetcars and transformed America's streets from a multiuse resource for
socializing, commerce, and public mobility into exclusive arteries for private
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automobiles. The subsequent destruction of urban transit systems and post WWII
suburbanization of America enabled by the Interstate Highway System and the GI
Bill forever changed the way Americans commuted. But today, for the first time in
history, and after a hundred years of steady increase, automobile driving is in
decline. Younger Americans increasingly prefer active transportation choices like
walking or cycling and taking public transit, ride-shares or taxis. This isn't a
consequence of higher gas prices, or even the economic downturn, but rather a
collective decision to be a lot less dependent on cars—and if American cities want
to keep their younger populations, they need to plan accordingly. In Street Smart,
Sam Schwartz explains how. In this clear and erudite presentation of the principles
of smart transportation and sustainable urban planning—from the simplest
cobblestoned street to the brave new world of driverless cars and trains—Sam
Schwartz combines rigorous historical scholarship with the personal and
entertaining recollections of a man who has spent more than forty years working
on planning intelligent transit networks in New York City. Street Smart is a book for
everyone who wants to know more about the who, what, when, where, and why of
human mobility.

Plague and the End of Antiquity
In this fresh approach to the history of the Black Death, John Hatcher, a worldrenowned scholar of the Middle Ages, recreates everyday life in a mid-fourteenth
century rural English village. By focusing on the experiences of ordinary villagers
as they lived - and died - during the Black Death (1345 - 50 AD), Hatcher vividly
places the reader directly into those tumultuous years and describes in fascinating
detail the day-to-day existence of people struggling with the tragic effects of the
plague. Dramatic scenes portray how contemporaries must have experienced and
thought about the momentous events - and how they tried to make sense of it all.

The Rise of the Roman Empire
The Holy Roman Empire lasted a thousand years, far longer than ancient Rome. Its
continuity rested on the ideal of a unified Christian civilization. As Peter Wilson
shows, the Empire tells the story of Europe better than histories of individual
nation-states, and its legacy can be seen today in debates over the nature of the
European Union.

Gamechanger
The Black Death was the fourteenth century's equivalent of a nuclear war. It wiped
out one-third of Europe's population, taking millions of lives. The author draws
together the most recent scientific discoveries and historical research to pierce the
mist and tell the story of the Black Death as a gripping, intimate narrative.

The Third Horseman
*Includes pictures *Explains Justinian's foreign policy, domestic policy, the building
of the Hagia Sophia, and more *Includes a bibliography for further reading The
zenith of the Byzantine Empire was reached in the middle of the 6th century during
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the reign of the Emperor Justinian (527-565). The internal stabilization of the
Byzantine state was completed, and Justinian then embarked on a wide range of
external re-conquests. Justinian's prime directive was to restore the Roman Empire
to its former glory in the west. He sought to strengthen the immutable law that
Byzantium, the successor of Rome, maintained not only in the east but also the
west, and by doing so, he hoped to revive the unity of the Roman world. In addition
to attempting to conquer Italy and restore all the old dominions of the Roman
Empire, Justinian also had to quell inner unrest by fighting barbarian usurpers,
securing the borders, re-establishing religious orthodoxy, reorganizing the law, and
reviving prosperity. Accounts describe him as a stocky and ugly man, but he was
deeply conscious of the prerogatives and duties of his position as a person exalted
and close to God, and he was self-controlled in his personal life. From an
administrative standpoint, he was an adroit diplomat and organizer who was gifted
when it came to choosing collaborators and streamlining the administration of his
empire. He was also married to Theodora, a woman of extraordinary beauty,
courage, and intellect. Justinian was profoundly religious, which ensured that he
spent considerable time attempting to reestablish orthodoxy and guide the church
into the future. Justinian even ensured religious uniformity as this was the same as
domestic law. There was no real separation between the legal order and canon
law. At the same time, however, Justinian was a short-sighted emperor who was
unable to come to grips with the fact that it was impossible to solve religious
conflicts through wavering political compromises. He was also unable to stem the
decline in the Byzantine economy and unwilling to form long-term plans for the
future that would secure the northern and eastern borders of the empire against
the Persians and Slavs. Naturally, since he remained so focused on the present,
Justinian also engaged in grandiose propaganda schemes to promote his own
glory, such as easy conquests, trading in luxury goods with far-away countries
(including China, India, and Abyssinia), a well-planned publicity campaign carried
out by his court historian Procopius and his court poet Paul the Silentiary, and a
grandiose building campaign in the capital of Constantinople, which included the
Hagia Sophia. Ironically, Justinian's foreign policy is what he is best remembered
for, despite the fact it was ultimately unsuccessful. Though he inevitably fell short
of at least some of his aims, Justinian did make the Byzantine Empire a more
efficient empire in many ways. The Nika revolt in 532 that precipitated the building
of Hagia Sophia and the undertaking of Justinian's building campaign was the last
major populist insurrection against autocratic rule, and the Marcellinus Conspiracy
in 556 was the last of the aristocratic uprisings in the Empire. Justinian succeeded
in setting up a nearly bribe-proof civil service, his bureaucrats created a welldisciplined army, and he also succeeded in giving the empire a uniform code of
law. That code of law, the corpus juris civilis, or "body of civil law," remains the
foundation of the legal system in many modern European countries. Justinian the
Great chronicles the life and legacy of the Byzantine Empire's most important
leader. Along with pictures depicting important people, places, and events, you will
learn about Justinian like never before, in no time at all.

Justinian the Great
It was a catastrophe without precedent in recorded history: for months on end,
starting in A.D. 535, a strange, dusky haze robbed much of the earth of normal
sunlight. Crops failed in Asia and the Middle East as global weather patterns
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radically altered. Bubonic plague, exploding out of Africa, wiped out entire
populations in Europe. Flood and drought brought ancient cultures to the brink of
collapse. In a matter of decades, the old order died and a new world—essentially
the modern world as we know it today—began to emerge. In this fascinating,
groundbreaking, totally accessible book, archaeological journalist David Keys
dramatically reconstructs the global chain of revolutions that began in the
catastrophe of A.D. 535, then offers a definitive explanation of how and why this
cataclysm occurred on that momentous day centuries ago. The Roman Empire, the
greatest power in Europe and the Middle East for centuries, lost half its territory in
the century following the catastrophe. During the exact same period, the ancient
southern Chinese state, weakened by economic turmoil, succumbed to invaders
from the north, and a single unified China was born. Meanwhile, as restless tribes
swept down from the central Asian steppes, a new religion known as Islam spread
through the Middle East. As Keys demonstrates with compelling originality and
authoritative research, these were not isolated upheavals but linked events arising
from the same cause and rippling around the world like an enormous tidal wave.
Keys's narrative circles the globe as he identifies the eerie fallout from the months
of darkness: unprecedented drought in Central America, a strange yellow dust
drifting like snow over eastern Asia, prolonged famine, and the hideous pandemic
of the bubonic plague. With a superb command of ancient literatures and historical
records, Keys makes hitherto unrecognized connections between the "wasteland"
that overspread the British countryside and the fall of the great pyramid-building
Teotihuacan civilization in Mexico, between a little-known "Jewish empire" in
Eastern Europe and the rise of the Japanese nation-state, between storms in
France and pestilence in Ireland. In the book's final chapters, Keys delves into the
mystery at the heart of this global catastrophe: Why did it happen? The answer, at
once surprising and definitive, holds chilling implications for our own precarious
geopolitical future. Wide-ranging in its scholarship, written with flair and passion,
filled with original insights, Catastrophe is a superb synthesis of history, science,
and cultural interpretation.

The Emperor Justinian and the Byzantine Empire
How devastating viruses, pandemics, and other natural catastrophes swept
through the far-flung Roman Empire and helped to bring down one of the mightiest
civilizations of the ancient world Here is the monumental retelling of one of the
most consequential chapters of human history: the fall of the Roman Empire. The
Fate of Rome is the first book to examine the catastrophic role that climate change
and infectious diseases played in the collapse of Rome’s power—a story of nature’s
triumph over human ambition. Interweaving a grand historical narrative with
cutting-edge climate science and genetic discoveries, Kyle Harper traces how the
fate of Rome was decided not just by emperors, soldiers, and barbarians but also
by volcanic eruptions, solar cycles, climate instability, and devastating viruses and
bacteria. He takes readers from Rome’s pinnacle in the second century, when the
empire seemed an invincible superpower, to its unraveling by the seventh century,
when Rome was politically fragmented and materially depleted. Harper describes
how the Romans were resilient in the face of enormous environmental stress, until
the besieged empire could no longer withstand the combined challenges of a “little
ice age” and recurrent outbreaks of bubonic plague. A poignant reflection on
humanity’s intimate relationship with the environment, The Fate of Rome provides
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a sweeping account of how one of history’s greatest civilizations encountered and
endured, yet ultimately succumbed to the cumulative burden of nature’s violence.
The example of Rome is a timely reminder that climate change and germ evolution
have shaped the world we inhabit—in ways that are surprising and profound.
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