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Start Finishing
One day Sophie comes home from school to find two questions in her mail: "Who are you?"
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and "Where does the world come from?" Before she knows it she is enrolled in a
correspondence course with a mysterious philosopher. Thus begins Jostein Gaarder's unique
novel, which is not only a mystery, but also a complete and entertaining history of philosophy.

The Big Questions: A Short Introduction to Philosophy
A Turing Award-winning computer scientist and statistician shows how understanding causality
has revolutionized science and will revolutionize artificial intelligence "Correlation is not
causation." This mantra, chanted by scientists for more than a century, has led to a virtual
prohibition on causal talk. Today, that taboo is dead. The causal revolution, instigated by
Judea Pearl and his colleagues, has cut through a century of confusion and established
causality -- the study of cause and effect -- on a firm scientific basis. His work explains how we
can know easy things, like whether it was rain or a sprinkler that made a sidewalk wet; and
how to answer hard questions, like whether a drug cured an illness. Pearl's work enables us to
know not just whether one thing causes another: it lets us explore the world that is and the
worlds that could have been. It shows us the essence of human thought and key to artificial
intelligence. Anyone who wants to understand either needs The Book of Why.

On Bullshit
The perfect gift for the smart thinker in your life. For several years Ian Olasov has set up 'Ask-aPage 2/28
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Philosopher' booths around New York City, answering questions from passers-by. Now in this
book he offers answers to the real-life questions on people's minds. From the philosophical to
the frivolous, questions include: - Are people innately good or bad? - Is it okay to have a pet
fish? - Is it okay to have kids? - Is colour subjective? - If humans colonise Mars, who will own
the land? - Is ketchup a smoothie? - Is there life after death? - Should I give money to
homeless people? Every question is approached from a philosophical standpoint, but the
answer is made fun and accessible for everyone. One of the many joys of this book is that you
see how philosophy can be both perfectly continuous with everyday life and also utterly
transporting.

Ask a Philosopher
A #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER One of the most salient features of our culture is that
there is so much bullshit. Everyone knows this. Each of us contributes his share. But we tend
to take the situation for granted. Most people are rather confident of their ability to recognize
bullshit and to avoid being taken in by it. So the phenomenon has not aroused much deliberate
concern. We have no clear understanding of what bullshit is, why there is so much of it, or
what functions it serves. And we lack a conscientiously developed appreciation of what it
means to us. In other words, as Harry Frankfurt writes, "we have no theory." Frankfurt, one of
the world's most influential moral philosophers, attempts to build such a theory here. With his
characteristic combination of philosophical acuity, psychological insight, and wry humor,
Frankfurt proceeds by exploring how bullshit and the related concept of humbug are distinct
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from lying. He argues that bullshitters misrepresent themselves to their audience not as liars
do, that is, by deliberately making false claims about what is true. In fact, bullshit need not be
untrue at all. Rather, bullshitters seek to convey a certain impression of themselves without
being concerned about whether anything at all is true. They quietly change the rules governing
their end of the conversation so that claims about truth and falsity are irrelevant. Frankfurt
concludes that although bullshit can take many innocent forms, excessive indulgence in it can
eventually undermine the practitioner's capacity to tell the truth in a way that lying does not.
Liars at least acknowledge that it matters what is true. By virtue of this, Frankfurt writes, bullshit
is a greater enemy of the truth than lies are.

Philosophy and The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy
A brilliant and concise account of the lives and ideas of the great philosophers—Plato, Aristotle,
Bacon, Spinoza, Voltaire, Kant, Schopenhauer, Spencer, Nietzsche, Bergson, Croce, Russell,
Santayana, James, and Dewey—The Story of Philosophy is one of the great books of our time.
Few write for the non-specialist as well as Will Durant, and this book is a splendid example of
his eminently readable scholarship. Durant’s insight and wit never cease to dazzle; The Story
of Philosophy is a key book for any reader who wishes to survey the history and development
of philosophical ideas in the Western world.

Sophie's World
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Though playing with a friend can be a great deal of fun, it's good to be alone sometimes too.

The Confessions of St. Augustine
A collection of answers to the philosophical questions on people's minds—from the big to the
personal to the ones you didn't know you needed answered. Based on real-life questions from
his Ask a Philosopher series, Ian Olasov offers his answers to questions such as: - Are people
innately good or bad? - Is it okay to have a pet fish? - Is it okay to have kids? - Is color
subjective? - If humans colonize Mars, who will own the land? - Is ketchup a smoothie? - Is
there life after death? - Should I give money to homeless people? Ask a Philosopher shows
that there's a way of making philosophy work for each of us, and that philosophy can be both
perfectly continuous with everyday life, and also utterly transporting. From questions that we all
wrestle with in private to questions that you never thought to ask, Ask a Philosopher will get
you thinking.

The Philosopher's Book of Questions & Answers
To get the best answer-in business, in life-you have to ask the best possible question.
Innovation expert Warren Berger shows that ability is both an art and a science. It may be the
most underappreciated tool at our disposal, one we learn to use well in infancy-and then
abandon as we grow older. Critical to learning, innovation, success, even to happiness-yet
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often discouraged in our schools and workplaces-it can unlock new business opportunities and
reinvent industries, spark creative insights at many levels, and provide a transformative new
outlook on life. It is the ability to question-and to do so deeply, imaginatively, and “beautifully.”
In this fascinating exploration of the surprising power of questioning, innovation expert Warren
Berger reveals that powerhouse businesses like Google, Nike, and Netflix, as well as hot
Silicon Valley startups like Pandora and Airbnb, are fueled by the ability to ask fundamental,
game-changing questions. But Berger also shares human stories of people using questioning
to solve everyday problems-from “How can I adapt my career in a time of constant change?”
to “How can I step back from the daily rush and figure out what really makes me happy?” By
showing how to approach questioning with an open, curious mind and a willingness to work
through a series of “Why,” “What if,” and “How” queries, Berger offers an inspiring framework
of how we can all arrive at better solutions, fresh possibilities, and greater success in business
and life.

Neurofunctional Prudence and Morality
How people around the world grapple with the great questions posed by Socrates. What is
virtue? What is moderation? What is justice? What is courage? What is good? What is piety?
Socrates thought that understanding the perspectives of others on these six great questions
would help him become a more excellent human being. Following in Socrates's footsteps,
Christopher Phillips—"Johnny Appleseed with a master's degree" (Utne Reader)—investigates
these same questions, beginning in the marketplace of modern-day Athens. He goes on to
Page 6/28

Access PDF Ask A Philosopher Answers To Your Most Important And Most
Unexpected Questions
investigate the timely responses and outlooks of people from different cultures and
backgrounds around the world: from Greece and Spain to Japan and Korea, Mexico City, and
Chiapas, where the region's indigenous people struggle for fundamental human rights. Phillips
also traveled throughout the United States, holding dialogues in diverse communities from New
York City to the Navajo Nation. Introducing us to less familiar thinkers in non-Western
traditions who were kindred spirits of Socrates, Phillips enlarges our perspectives on life's
fundamental questions, creating an innovative world survey of philosophy.

I Am Not I
Philosophers across many traditions have long theorized about the relationship between
prudence and morality. Few clear answers have emerged, however, in large part because of
the inherently speculative nature of traditional philosophical methods. This book aims to forge
a bold new path forward, outlining a theory of prudence and morality that unifies a wide variety
of findings in neuroscience with philosophically sophisticated normative theorizing. The author
summarizes the emerging behavioral neuroscience of prudence and morality, showing how
human moral and prudential cognition and motivation are known to involve over a dozen brain
regions and capacities. He then outlines a detailed philosophical theory of prudence and
morality based on neuroscience and lived human experience. The result demonstrates how
this theory coheres with and explains the behavioral neuroscience, showing how each brain
region and capacity interact to give rise to prudential and moral behavior. Neurofunctional
Prudence and Morality: A Philosophical Theory will be of interest to philosophers and
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psychologists working in moral psychology, neuroethics, and decision theory. Chapter 3 of this
book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.

A Very Punchable Face
The New York Times bestselling author of The Geography of Bliss embarks on a rollicking
intellectual journey, following in the footsteps of history’s greatest thinkers and showing us
how each—from Epicurus to Gandhi, Thoreau to Beauvoir—offers practical and spiritual lessons
for today’s unsettled times. We turn to philosophy for the same reasons we travel: to see the
world from a different perspective, to unearth hidden beauty, and to find new ways of being.
We want to learn how to embrace wonder. Face regrets. Sustain hope. Eric Weiner combines
his twin passions for philosophy and global travel in a pilgrimage that uncovers surprising life
lessons from great thinkers around the world, from Rousseau to Nietzsche, Confucius to
Simone Weil. Traveling by train (the most thoughtful mode of transport), he journeys thousands
of miles, making stops in Athens, Delhi, Wyoming, Coney Island, Frankfurt, and points in
between to reconnect with philosophy’s original purpose: teaching us how to lead wiser, more
meaningful lives. From Socrates and ancient Athens to Simone de Beauvoir and twentiethcentury Paris, Weiner’s chosen philosophers and places provide important signposts as we
navigate today’s chaotic times. In The Socrates Express, Weiner invites us to voyage
alongside him on his life-changing pursuit of wisdom and discovery as he attempts to find
answers to our most vital questions.
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A More Beautiful Question
Awards for Start Finishing: • Publishers Weekly Fall 2019 Top 10 Business and Economics
Books • Book Authority Best New Book in (the categories of) Time Management, Success,
Productivity, and Goal Setting • Kirkus Reviews Top Indie Book • Montaigne Medal Finalist •
Independent Publisher Book Award 2020: Silver Award for Business/Careers/Sales • Eric
Hoffer Book Award 2020: Grand Prize Productivity Meets Purpose—Discover a Powerful NineStep Method to Start Finishing the Work That Matters Most How much of your time and
attention lately has been focused on things that truly matter to you? Most people's honest
answer is: not enough. Everyone is buried by busywork, responsibility, distraction, and fatigue.
The joy-producing, difference-making ideas are waiting for when the time is right, when the
current project is over, when they have a little more money, when the kids are grown, or when
they get a more understanding boss. They are waiting for someday. The trouble is someday
never comes on its own. Start Finishing presents a nine-step method for converting an idea
into a project by addressing the challenges you'll face and getting the project on a reality-based
schedule. This critically acclaimed book will teach you how to: • Practice the five keys that lead
to self-mastery • Build your success pack of supporters, guides, peers, and beneficiaries •
Keep working through the thrashing that comes with any project that matters to you • Chunk,
link, and sequence your ideas down to doable parts • Use the Five Project Rule to prioritize
your daily schedule and be at peace with the work you choose not to do • Fly through drag
points—how to deal with head trash, no-win scenarios, and other people’s priorities • Heatmap
your schedule so you do the right work at the right time • Overcome cascades, logjams, and
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tarpits—the three ways projects routinely get stuck • Finish strong—celebrate, review, and ride
the momentum to your next goal You are not incapable, wired to struggle, or fated to be unable
to get your act together. With a few key steps, you can change the way you show up, how you
plan, and how you respond when things get tough. You can Start Finishing the work that
matters most to you. Includes original contributions from Seth Godin, Susan Piver, Jonathan
Fields, James Clear, and many other teachers.

Shakespeare's Philosophy
“A serious yet readable overview of philosophy in modern times” from the author of Zeno and
the Tortoise: How to Think Like a Philosopher (The Spectator). The work of the classic
philosophers is well known. But what do contemporary thinkers say about what it is to be a
human being? In his serious, challenging, and remarkably accessible new book, Nicholas
Fearn turns to contemporary philosophers to ask the age-old questions: Who am I? What do I
know? What should I do? In his search for higher meaning, Fearn consults with thinkers from
around the world (including John Searle, Martha Nussbaum, Peter Singer, Richard Rorty,
Daniel Dennett, Noam Chomsky, Derek Parfit, Nick Bostrom, among many others) to create an
impressive survey of recent thought. Variously, they believe that free will, identity, and
consciousness are not what they seem; that the difference between virtue and wickedness can
be a matter of sheer luck; and that, one day, we will all be vegetarians. Fearn discovers that
the topics haven’t changed, though our world has. Or has it? Moving deftly from pop culture to
the writings of Plato, The Latest Answers to the Oldest Questions is a brilliant and entertaining
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guide to the current state of philosophical thought. “[A] small marvel.”—The Economist “The
writing is informative, witty and illustrated by vivid anecdotes.”—The Times Literary Supplement
“A readable, challenging guide to the frontiers of thinking.”—The Independent “A
commendable summation of current thought and a good mental workout.” —Leeds Guide (UK)
“Illuminating, profound and witty. Read it and be challenged to think differently about who and
what you are.”—Raymond Tallis, author of Aping Mankind

Open to Reason
Solomon and Higgins's engaging text covers philosophy's central ideas in an accessible,
approachable manner. Through an exploration of timeless big questions about the self, God,
justice, and other meaningful topics, the authors provide students with the context they need
for an understanding of the foundational issues, while giving them the impetus and confidence
to establish their own informed positions on these big questions. To give you the flexibility to fit
the book to your course, the authors have designed each chapter with self-contained
discussions, thus making it easy for you to choose your preferred topics and presentation
order. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product
text may not be available in the ebook version.

What Do We Really Know?
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The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy provides an excellent way of looking at some intriguing
issues in philosophy, from vegetarianism and Artificial Intelligence to God, space and time.
This is an entertaining yet thought provoking volume for students, philosophers and fans of
The Hitchhiker's series.

Six Questions of Socrates: A Modern-Day Journey of Discovery through
World Philosophy
Discover the world's greatest thinkers and their groundbreaking notions! Too often, textbooks
turn the noteworthy theories, principles, and figures of philosophy into tedious discourse that
even Plato would reject. Philosophy 101 cuts out the boring details and exhausting
philosophical methodology, and instead, gives you a lesson in philosophy that keeps you
engaged as you explore the fascinating history of human thought and inquisition. From
Aristotle and Heidegger to free will and metaphysics, Philosophy 101 is packed with hundreds
of entertaining philosophical tidbits, illustrations, and thought puzzles that you won't be able to
find anywhere else. So whether you're looking to unravel the mysteries of existentialism, or just
want to find out what made Voltaire tick, Philosophy 101 has all the answers--even the ones
you didn't know you were looking for.

Philosophy 101
Page 12/28

Access PDF Ask A Philosopher Answers To Your Most Important And Most
Unexpected Questions
From bestselling writer David Graeber—“a master of opening up thought and stimulating
debate” (Slate)—a powerful argument against the rise of meaningless, unfulfilling jobs…and their
consequences. Does your job make a meaningful contribution to the world? In the spring of
2013, David Graeber asked this question in a playful, provocative essay titled “On the
Phenomenon of Bullshit Jobs.” It went viral. After one million online views in seventeen
different languages, people all over the world are still debating the answer. There are hordes of
people—HR consultants, communication coordinators, telemarketing researchers, corporate
lawyers—whose jobs are useless, and, tragically, they know it. These people are caught in
bullshit jobs. Graeber explores one of society’s most vexing and deeply felt concerns, indicting
among other villains a particular strain of finance capitalism that betrays ideals shared by
thinkers ranging from Keynes to Lincoln. “Clever and charismatic” (The New Yorker), Bullshit
Jobs gives individuals, corporations, and societies permission to undergo a shift in values,
placing creative and caring work at the center of our culture. This book is for everyone who
wants to turn their vocation back into an avocation and “a thought-provoking examination of
our working lives” (Financial Times).

The Value of Philosophy
"Standing on the shoulders of C.S. Lewis", Kreeft provides a look at the nature of heaven. A
refreshingly clear, theologically sound glimpse of the "undiscovered country". Kreeft speaks to
the heart and the mind for an unexcelled look at one of the most popular, yet least understood,
subjects in religion.
Page 13/28

Access PDF Ask A Philosopher Answers To Your Most Important And Most
Unexpected Questions
The Key of Solomon the King
"Holiday and Hanselman present the lives of the men and women who strove to live by the
timeless Stoic virtues of courage, justice, temperance, [and] wisdom. Organized in digestible,
mini-biographies of all the well-known--and not so well-known--Stoics, this book brings home
what Stoicism was like for the people who loved it and lived it, dusting off powerful lessons to
be learned from their struggles and successes. More than a mere history book, every example
in these pages, from Epictetus to Marcus Aurelius--slaves to emperors--is designed to help the
reader apply philosophy in their own lives"--

101 Questions for Humanity
The author of Straw Dogs, famous for his provocative critiques of scientific hubris and the
delusions of progress and humanism, turns his attention to cats—and what they reveal about
humans' torturous relationship to the world and to themselves. The history of philosophy has
been a predictably tragic or comical succession of palliatives for human disquiet. Thinkers from
Spinoza to Berdyaev have pursued the perennial questions of how to be happy, how to be
good, how to be loved, and how to live in a world of change and loss. But perhaps we can
learn more from cats--the animal that has most captured our imagination--than from the great
thinkers of the world. In Feline Philosophy, the philosopher John Gray discovers in cats a way
of living that is unburdened by anxiety and self-consciousness, showing how they embody
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answers to the big questions of love and attachment, mortality, morality, and the Self:
Montaigne's house cat, whose un-examined life may have been the one worth living; Meo, the
Vietnam War survivor with an unshakable capacity for "fearless joy"; and Colette's Saha, the
feline heroine of her subversive short story "The Cat", a parable about the pitfalls of human
jealousy. Exploring the nature of cats, and what we can learn from it, Gray offers a profound,
thought-provoking meditation on the follies of human exceptionalism and our fundamentally
vulnerable and lonely condition. He charts a path toward a life without illusions and delusions,
revealing how we can endure both crisis and transformation, and adapt to a changed scene, as
cats have always done.

The Book of Why
Seeking to reconcile the split between our inner child and our adult self, eminent philosopher
and religious scholar Jacob Needleman evokes the ancient spiritual tradition of a deep
dialogue between a guiding wisdom figure and a seeker. The elder offers an initiation to a
younger self, an initiation the author feels is missing from our culture. Rendered as a stage
play, the conversation between the 80-year-old author and his younger selves unfolds, and an
ambiguity emerges as to whether this is strictly the author’s internal dialogue or whether the
younger self may be nurturing a rebirth of the author. On one level, I Am Not I brings younger
readers (teenagers and young adults) face to face with powerful spiritual and philosophical
ideas. But as the book progresses, the dialogue delves into questions and insights that carry
astonishing new hope and vision for every man and woman, challenging our culture’s
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accepted—and often toxic—ideas about humanity’s place in a living universe. From the Trade
Paperback edition.

The Socrates Express
"The Value of Philosophy" is one of the most important chapters of Bertrand's Russell's
magnum Opus, The Problems of Philosophy. As a whole, Russell focuses on problems he
believes will provoke positive and constructive discussion, Russell concentrates on knowledge
rather than metaphysics: If it is uncertain that external objects exist, how can we then have
knowledge of them but by probability. There is no reason to doubt the existence of external
objects simply because of sense data.

Bullshit Jobs
Shakespeare's plays are usually studied by literary scholars and historians and the books
about him from those perspectives are legion. It is most unusual for a trained philosopher to
give us his insight, as Colin McGinn does here, into six of Shakespeare's greatest plays––A
Midsummer Night's Dream, Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth, King Lear, and The Tempest. In his
brilliant commentary, McGinn explores Shakespeare's philosophy of life and illustrates how he
was influenced, for example, by the essays of Montaigne that were translated into English
while Shakespeare was writing. In addition to chapters on the great plays, there are also
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essays on Shakespeare and gender and his plays from the aspects of psychology, ethics, and
tragedy. As McGinn says about Shakespeare, "There is not a sentimental bone in his body. He
has the curiosity of a scientist, the judgement of a philosopher, and the soul of a poet." McGinn
relates the ideas in the plays to the later philosophers such as David Hume and the modern
commentaries of critics such as Harold Bloom. The book is an exhilarating reading experience,
especially at a time when a new audience has opened up for the greatest writer in English.

The Problems of Philosophy
This work, originally published in 1912, is an introduction to the theory of philosophical enquiry.
It gives Russell's views on such subjects as the distinction between appearance and reality
and the existence and nature of matter.

Story of Philosophy
What does it mean to be a Muslim philosopher, or to philosophize in Islam? In Open to
Reason, Souleymane Bachir Diagne traces Muslims’ intellectual and spiritual history of
examining and questioning beliefs and arguments to show how Islamic philosophy has always
engaged critically with texts and ideas both inside and outside its tradition. Through a rich
reading of classical and modern Muslim philosophers, Diagne explains the long history of
philosophy in the Islamic world and its relevance to crucial issues of our own time. From
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classical figures such as Avicenna to the twentieth-century Sufi master and teacher of
tolerance Tierno Bokar Salif Tall, Diagne explores how Islamic thinkers have asked and
answered such questions as Does religion need philosophy? How can religion coexist with
rationalism? What does it mean to interpret a religious narrative philosophically? What does it
mean to be human, and what are human beings’ responsibilities to nature? Is there such a
thing as an “Islamic” state, or should Muslims reinvent political institutions that suit their own
times? Diagne shows that philosophizing in Islam in its many forms throughout the centuries
has meant a commitment to forward and open thinking. A remarkable history of philosophy in
the Islamic world as well as a work of philosophy in its own right, this book seeks to contribute
to the revival of a spirit of pluralism rooted in Muslim intellectual and spiritual traditions.

Lives of the Stoics
The 2011 Caldecott Medal winner is now available as a board book, perfect forthe youngest of
readers. Full color.

Modern Philosophy
#1 NEW YORK TIMES, WALL STREET JOURNAL, AND BOSTON GLOBE BESTSELLER •
One of the most acclaimed books of our time: an unforgettable memoir about a young woman
who, kept out of school, leaves her survivalist family and goes on to earn a PhD from
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Cambridge University “An amazing story, and truly inspiring. It’s even better than you’ve
heard.”—Bill Gates NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW
YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW • ONE OF PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S FAVORITE
BOOKS OF THE YEAR • BILL GATES’S HOLIDAY READING LIST • FINALIST: National
Book Critics Circle’s Award In Autobiography and John Leonard Prize For Best First Book •
PEN/Jean Stein Book Award • Los Angeles Times Book Prize Born to survivalists in the
mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom.
Her family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the
children received an education, and no one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers
became violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind
of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across
continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d
traveled too far, if there was still a way home. “Beautiful and propulsive . . . Despite the
singularity of [Westover’s] childhood, the questions her book poses are universal: How much
of ourselves should we give to those we love? And how much must we betray them to grow
up?”—Vogue NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post •
O: The Oprah Magazine • Time • NPR • Good Morning America • San Francisco Chronicle •
The Guardian • The Economist • Financial Times • Newsday • New York Post • theSkimm •
Refinery29 • Bloomberg • Self • Real Simple • Town & Country • Bustle • Paste • Publishers
Weekly • Library Journal • LibraryReads • BookRiot • Pamela Paul, KQED • New York Public
Library
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The Weight of Ink
Expands the search for the origins of the universe beyond God and the Big Bang theory,
exploring more bizarre possibilities inspired by physicists, theologians, mathematicians, and
even novelists.

Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about Heaven
WINNER OF A NATIONAL JEWISH BOOK AWARD A USA TODAY BESTSELLER "A gifted
writer, astonishingly adept at nuance, narration, and the politics of passion."—Toni Morrison Set
in London of the 1660s and of the early twenty-first century, The Weight of Ink is the
interwoven tale of two women of remarkable intellect: Ester Velasquez, an emigrant from
Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for a blind rabbi, just before the plague hits the city; and
Helen Watt, an ailing historian with a love of Jewish history. When Helen is summoned by a
former student to view a cache of newly discovered seventeenth-century Jewish documents,
she enlists the help of Aaron Levy, an American graduate student as impatient as he is
charming, and embarks on one last project: to determine the identity of the documents' scribe,
the elusive "Aleph." Electrifying and ambitious, The Weight of Ink is about women separated by
centuries—and the choices and sacrifices they must make in order to reconcile the life of the
heart and mind.
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Educated
One of the most influential works of this century, The Myth of Sisyphus and Other Essays is a
crucial exposition of existentialist thought. Influenced by works such as Don Juan and the
novels of Kafka, these essays begin with a meditation on suicide; the question of living or not
living in a universe devoid of order or meaning. With lyric eloquence, Albert Camus brilliantly
posits a way out of despair, reaffirming the value of personal existence, and the possibility of
life lived with dignity and authenticity.

Why Does the World Exist?: An Existential Detective Story
Modern culture’s worship of “how-to” pragmatism has turned us into instruments of efficiency
and commerce—but we’re doing more and more about things that mean less and less. We
constantly ask “how? and still struggle to find purpose and act on what matters. Instead of
acting on what we know to be of importance, we wait for bosses to change, we seek the latest
fad, we invest in one more degree. Asking how keeps us safe—instead of being led by our
hearts into uncharted territory, we keep our heads down and stick to the rules. But we are
gaining the world and losing our souls. Peter Block puts the “how-to” craze in perspective and
presents a guide to the difficult and life-granting journey of bringing what we know is of
personal value into an indifferent or even hostile corporate and cultural landscape. He raises
our awareness of the trade-offs we’ve made in the name of practicality and expediency, and
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offers hope for a way of life in which we’re motivated not by what “works,” but by the things
that truly matter in life—idealism, intimacy, depth and engagement.

Just My Friend and Me
"Saturday Night Live head writer and Weekend Update co-anchor, Colin Jost, has six sets of
stitches on his face alone. He's been punched in at least four different sketches on Saturday
Night Live, including once by his boss, Lorne Michaels. But if there's one trait that makes
someone well suited to comedy, it's being able to take a punch-metaphorically and,
occasionally, physically. From growing up as an overweight kid in a family of firefighters on
Staten Island to commuting three hours a day to high school and "seeing the sights" (like
watching a Russian woman throw a stroller off the back of a ferry) to attending Harvard while
Facebook was created (and choosing comedy instead!), Colin shares how he has navigated
the world like a "slightly smarter Forrest Gump." You'll also discover things about Colin that will
surprise and confuse you. You'll go behind the scenes at SNL (where he's written some of the
most iconic sketches and characters of the past fifteen years) and Weekend Update (where's
he's been "the white guy next to Leslie Jones.") And you'll experience the life of a touring standup comedian-from performing in rural cafeterias at noon to opening for Dave Chappelle at
Radio City Music Hall. For every accomplishment (hosting the Emmys), there is a setback
(hosting the Emmys). And for every absurd moment (watching paramedics give CPR to a
raccoon), there is an honest, emotional one (recounting his mother's experience on the scene
of the Twin Towers' collapse on 9/11.) A Very Punchable Face reveals the brilliant mind behind
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some of the dumbest sketches on television and lays bare the heart and humor of a
hardworking guy-with a face you can't help but want to punch"--

Ask a Philosopher
How to make a magic carpet, become invisible, and find love are among the procedures
detailed in this famous book of prayers and instructions on trafficking with the spirit world.

Feline Philosophy
Your life through the lens of the world's greatest thinkers! Do you ever wonder how important
money really is in life or what you need to do to achieve happiness? With The Philosopher's
Book of Questions and Answers, you will be one step closer to solving these uncertainties.
Inside, you'll find the basics of philosophy, written in plain English, and thoughts for applying
these important theories to your own life. You'll also be encouraged to dig deep into the
philosophical reasoning behind your everyday actions with a series of fascinating prompts,
such as: If you had ten times your wealth and ten times your income, what would you do then
that you can't do now? What's a version of that activity that you could do right now? Is it ten
times less meaningful, important, or enjoyable than the activity you would do with more
money? From Socrates and Epicurean to Kierkegaard and Nietzsche, The Philosopher's Book
of Questions and Answers will not only help you grasp history's greatest thoughts, but will also
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unveil the world in a whole new light.

Philosophical Progress
In What Do We Really Know? Simon Blackburn addresses the twenty most-asked
philosophical questions, including 'Can machines think?', 'What is the meaning of life?', 'Is
death to be feared?', 'Why be good?', 'What am I?' and 'What do we really know?' Each
3000-word essay examines a question that has eternally perplexed enquiring minds, and
provides answers from history's great thinkers.

A Sick Day for Amos McGee
"Many people believe that philosophy makes no progress. Members of the general public often
find it amazing that philosophers exist in universities at all, at least in research positions.
Academics who are not philosophers often think of philosophy either as a scholarly or
interpretative enterprise, or else as a sort of pre-scientific speculation. And - amazingly - many
well-known philosophers argue that there is little genuine progress in philosophy. 0Daniel
Stoljar argues that this is all a big mistake. When you think through exactly what philosophical
problems are, and what it takes to solve them, the pattern of success and failure in philosophy
is similar to that in other fields. In philosophy, as elsewhere, there is a series of overlapping
topics that determine what the subject is about. In philosophy, as elsewhere, different people in
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different historical epochs and different cultures ask different big questions about these topics.
And in philosophy, as elsewhere, big questions asked in the past have often been solved:
Stoljar provides examples.0'Philosophical Progress' presents a strikingly optimistic picture of
philosophy - not a radical optimism that says that there is some key that unlocks all
philosophical problems, and not the kind of pessimism that dominates both professional and
non-professional thinking about philosophy, but a reasonable optimism that views philosophy
as akin to other fields."--Back cover.

The Answer to How Is Yes
101 Questions for Humanity - The supreme coffee table book for armchair philosophers.
Designed to provoke, question, and challenge. Crack the cover open during big parties, small
gatherings, or lonely nights on the couch. Once you taste one question, you'll want to devour
them all.

Answers for Aristotle
The Myth of Sisyphus And Other Essays
Roger Scruton is one of the most widely respected philosophers of our time, and this book is
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considered by many to be the best philosophical primer since Bertrand Russell's The Problems
of Philosophy. "From the Trade Paperback edition."

The Latest Answers to the Oldest Questions
A philosophy professor and blogger explains how science and philosophy can combine to help
make daily decisions, how to determine right from wrong, how to figure out one's personal
identity and also build a just society. 20,000 first printing.
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