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Natural Philosophy Epitomised
Elements of Natural Philosophy
This book explores the dynamics of the commentary and textbook traditions in Aristotelian natural
philosophy under the headings of doctrine, method, and scientific and social status. It enquires what the
evolution of the Aristotelian commentary tradition can tell us about the character of natural philosophy as a
pedagogical tool, as a scientific enterprise, and as a background to modern scientific thought. In a unique
attempt to cut old-fashioned historiographic divisions, it brings together scholars of ancient, medieval,
Renaissance and seventeenth-century philosophy. The book covers a remarkably broad range of topics: it
starts with the first Greek commentators and ends with Leibniz.

Descartes' Natural Philosophy
Questions about the existence and attributes of God form the subject matter of natural theology, which seeks
to gain knowledge of the divine by relying on reason and experience of the world. Arguments in natural
theology rely largely on intuitions and inferences that seem natural to us, occurring spontaneously -- at the
sight of a beautiful landscape, perhaps, or in wonderment at the complexity of the cosmos -- even to a
nonphilosopher. In this book, Helen De Cruz and Johan De Smedt examine the cognitive origins of
arguments in natural theology. They find that although natural theological arguments can be very
sophisticated, they are rooted in everyday intuitions about purpose, causation, agency, and morality. Using
evidence and theories from disciplines including the cognitive science of religion, evolutionary ethics,
evolutionary aesthetics, and the cognitive science of testimony, they show that these intuitions emerge early
in development and are a stable part of human cognition.De Cruz and De Smedt analyze the cognitive
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underpinnings of five well-known arguments for the existence of God: the argument from design, the
cosmological argument, the moral argument, the argument from beauty, and the argument from miracles.
Finally, they consider whether the cognitive origins of these natural theological arguments should affect their
rationality.

Experiment and Natural Philosophy in Seventeenth-Century Tuscany
A History of Natural Philosophy
Isaac Newton is one of the greatest scientists in history, yet the spectrum of his interests was much broader
than that of most contemporary scientists. In fact, Newton would have defined himself not as a scientist, but
as a natural philosopher. He was deeply involved in alchemical, religious, and biblical studies, and in the later
part of his life he played a prominent role in British politics, economics, and the promotion of scientific
research. Newton’s pivotal work Philosophi Naturalis Principia Mathematica, which sets out his laws of
universal gravitation and motion, is regarded as one of the most important works in the history of science.
Niccolò Guicciardini’s enlightening biography offers an accessible introduction both to Newton’s
celebrated research in mathematics, optics, mechanics, and astronomy and to how Newton viewed these
scientific fields in relation to his quest for the deepest secrets of the universe, matter theory and religion.
Guicciardini sets Newton the natural philosopher in the troubled context of the religious and political
debates ongoing during Newton’s life, a life spanning the English Civil Wars, the Restoration, the Glorious
Revolution, and the Hanoverian succession. Incorporating the latest Newtonian scholarship, this fast-paced
biography broadens our perception of both this iconic figure and the great scientific revolution of the early
modern period.

The Intelligibility of Nature
A Natural History of Natural Theology
In Praise of Natural Philosophy argues for a transformation of both science and philosophy, so that these two
distinct domains of thought become one: natural philosophy. This in turn has far-reaching consequences for
the whole academic enterprise. It transpires that universities need to be reorganized so that they become
devoted to seeking and promoting wisdom by rational means – as opposed to just acquiring knowledge.
Modern science began as natural philosophy. What today we call science and philosophy, in Newton's time
formed one integrated enterprise: to improve our knowledge and understanding of the universe. Profound
discoveries were made. And then natural philosophy died. It split into science and philosophy. But the two
fragments are defective shadows of the glorious unified endeavour of natural philosophy. Rigour, sheer
intellectual good sense, and decisive argument demand that we put the two together again, and rediscover the
immense merits of the integrated enterprise of natural philosophy. This requires an intellectual revolution,
with profound consequences for how we understand the universe, do both science and philosophy, and
tackle global problems. A comprehensive addition to discussions about the purposes of academia, In Praise
of Natural Philosophy has dramatic implications for the fate of our world.

In Praise of Natural Philosophy
During the 19th century, much of the modern scientific enterprise took shape: scientific disciplines were
formed, institutions and communities were founded and unprecedented applications to and interactions
with other aspects of society and culture occurred. taught us about this exciting time and identify issues that
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remain unexamined or require reconsideration. They treat scientific disciplines - biology, physics, chemistry,
the earth sciences, mathematics and the social sciences - in their specific intellectual and sociocultural
contexts as well as the broader topics of science and medicine; science and religion; scientific institutions and
communities; and science, technology and industry. From Natural Philosophy to the Sciences should be
valuable for historians of science, but also of great interest to scholars of all aspects of 19th-century life and
culture.

Philosophy, its History and Historiography
This is the definitive study of John Dee and his intellectual career. Originally published in 1988, this
interpretation is far more detailed than any that came before and is an authoritative account for anyone
interested in the history, literature and scientific developments of the Renaissance, or the occult. John Dee
has fascinated successive generations. Mathematician, scientist, astrologer and magus at the court of Elizabeth
I, he still provokes controversy. To some he is the genius whose contributions to navigation made possible
the feats of Elizabethan explorers and colonists, to others an alchemist and charlatan. Thoroughly examining
Dee’s natural philosophy, this book provides a balanced evaluation of his place, and the role of the occult,
in sixteenth-century intellectual history. It brings together insights from a study of Dee’s writings, the
available biographical material, and his sources as reflected in his extensive library and, more importantly,
numerous surviving annotated volumes from it.

History of natural philosophy from the earliest periods to the present day
Natural philosophy encompassed all natural phenomena of the physical world. It sought to discover the
physical causes of all natural effects and was little concerned with mathematics. By contrast, the exact
mathematical sciences were narrowly confined to various computations that did not involve physical causes,
functioning totally independently of natural philosophy. Although this began slowly to change in the late
Middle Ages, a much more thoroughgoing union of natural philosophy and mathematics occurred in the
seventeenth century and thereby made the Scientific Revolution possible. The title of Isaac Newton's great
work, The Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy, perfectly reflects the new relationship. Natural
philosophy became the 'Great Mother of the Sciences', which by the nineteenth century had nourished the
manifold chemical, physical, and biological sciences to maturity, thus enabling them to leave the 'Great
Mother' and emerge as the multiplicity of independent sciences we know today.

Isaac Newton and Natural Philosophy
The most comprehensive collection of essays on Descartes' scientific writings ever published, this volume
offers a detailed reassessment of Descartes' scientific work and its bearing on his philosophy. The 35 essays,
written by some of the world's leading scholars, cover topics as diverse as optics, cosmology and medicine,
and will be of vital interest to all historians of philosophy or science.

History of natural philosophy, from the earliest periods to the present time
First published in 1950, this monograph on the morphology of flowering plants explores the relationship
between philosophy and botany.

A Preliminary Discourse on the Study of Natural Philosophy
The Salt of the Earth
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A collection of original articles by a dozen scholars on the work of the influential 14th-century philosopher
John Buridan, this book extends Buridan's reputation in logic to metaphysics and natural philosophy,
showing how he brought a fresh approach to solving some of the classic problems of philosophy.

The Books of Nature and Scripture
John Locke and Natural Philosophy
This volume deals with a variety of moments in the history of mechanics when conflicts arose within one
textual tradition, between different traditions, or between textual traditions and the wider world of practice.
Its purpose is to show how the accommodations sometimes made in the course of these conflicts ultimately
contributed to the emergence of modern mechanics.

Epistemology and Natural Philosophy in the 18th Century
History of Natural Philosophy from the Earliest Periods to the Present Time
This book examines James Clerk Maxwell, creator of the electromagnetic theory of light and kinetic theory of
gases.

Averroes’ Natural Philosophy and its Reception in the Latin West
In this volume, distinguished scholar Edward Grant identifies the vital elements that contributed to the
creation of a widespread interest in natural philosophy, which has been characterized as the "Great Mother of
the Sciences."

The Language of Nature
Reading Natural Philosophy
This edition aims to make Margaret Cavendish’s most mature philosophical work more accessible to
students and scholars of the period. Grounds of Natural Philosophy is important not only because it is
Cavendish’s final articulation of her metaphysics but also because it succinctly outlines her fundamental
views on “the nature of nature”—or the base substance and mechanics of all natural matter—and vividly
demonstrates her probabilistic approach to philosophical enquiry. Moreover, Grounds spends considerable
time discussing the human body, including the functions of the mind, a topic of growing interest to both
historians of philosophy and literary scholars. This Broadview Edition opens to modern readers a vibrant,
unique, and provocative voice of the past that challenges our standard view of seventeenth-century English
philosophy.

The Nature of Natural Philosophy in the Late Middle Ages (Studies in Philosophy and the
History of Philosophy, Volume 52)
Shedding new light on the intellectual context of Newton's scientific thought, this book explores the
development of his mathematical philosophy, rational mechanics, and celestial dynamics. An appendix
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includes the last paper written by Newton biographer Richard S. Westfall.

Isaac Newton's Natural Philosophy
Consisting of a series of case studies, this book is devoted to the concept and uses of salt in early modern
science, which have played a crucial role in the evolution of matter theory from Aristotelian concepts of the
elements to Newtonian chymistry. No reliable study on this subject has been previously available. Its
exploration of natural history's and medicine's intersection with chemical investigation in early modern
England demonstrates the growing importance of the senses and experience as causes of intellectual change
from 1650-1750. It demonstrates that an understanding of the changing definitions of "salt" is also crucial to a
historical comprehension of the transition between alchemy and chemistry.

Descartes' System of Natural Philosophy
Greek Natural Philosophy presents the primary sources on the Presocratics in a straightforward way in order
to tell a coherent story about the astonishing development of natural philosophy in ancient Greece and its
relevance today. The book begins with historical influences on the birth of natural philosophy, especially
literacy and the ecosystem services provided by the natural environment of ancient Greece. It argues that the
individual philosophers' thoughts about the nature of the cosmos, living things, humankind, and human
culture were linked by a "diachronic dialectic of ideas." Each philosopher's speculations were subjected to a
critique by the next generation who crafted more subtle theories. The dialectical transition is traced from the
mythopoeic worldview of Hesiod to the rational worldview of Thales and his Milesian successors, followed
by Xenophanes and Heraclitus, then Parmenides and his Eleatic successors, and the qualitative pluralisms of
Anaxagoras and Empedocles. An entirely fresh interpretation is provided of the Atomists and later
Pythagoreans, whose work culminated in the ideas upon which Galileo, Newton, and the other architects of
modern science, continued to build. In the span of only two centuries, the Presocratics developed the basic
principles of philosophy and natural science, ecology, mathematical astronomy, the atomic theory of matter,
an inertial theory of motion, and the possibility that our solar system is only one of infinitely many scattered
throughout infinite time and space. The concluding chapter traces natural philosophy through subsequent
centuries until its abandonment in 20th century philosophy, leading to the moribund state of philosophy by
the end of that century. The authors show how environmental philosophy represents a return to natural
philosophy and a model for the revival of philosophy's vigor and relevance in the 21st century. Greek
Natural Philosophy is suitable for undergraduate and graduate courses in ancient Greek philosophy or in
environmental philosophy, and will be of interest to scholars in these fields.

A Theory of Natural Philosophy
Plato's dialogue the Timaeus-Critias presents two connected accounts, that of the story of Atlantis and its
defeat by ancient Athens and that of the creation of the cosmos by a divine craftsman. This book offers a
unified reading of the dialogue. It tackles a wide range of interpretative and philosophical issues. Topics
discussed include the function of the famous Atlantis story, the notion of cosmology as 'myth' and as 'likely',
and the role of God in Platonic cosmology. Other areas commented upon are Plato's concepts of 'necessity'
and 'teleology', the nature of the 'receptacle', the relationship between the soul and the body, the use of
perception in cosmology, and the work's peculiar monologue form. The unifying theme is teleology: Plato's
attempt to show the cosmos to be organised for the good. A central lesson which emerges is that the Timaeus
is closer to Aristotle's physics than previously thought.

The Metaphysics and Natural Philosophy of John Buridan
Page 5/9

File Type PDF A History Of Natural Philosophy From The Ancient World To
The Nineteenth Century
This work counters historiographies that search for the origins of modern science within the experimental
practices of Europe’s first scientific institutions, such as the Cimento. It proposes that we should look
beyond the experimental rhetoric found in published works, to find that the Cimento academicians were
participants in a culture of natural philosophical theorising that existed throughout Europe.

From Natural Philosophy to the Sciences
Peter Anstey presents an innovative study of John Locke's views on the method and content of natural
philosophy. He argues that Locke was an advocate of the experimental philosophy: the new approach to
natural philosophy championed by the scientists of the Royal Society who were opposed to speculative
philosophy.

The Natural Philosophy of James Clerk Maxwell
A study of the transformation of natural philosophy by the Lutheran Philip Melanchthon.

Mechanics and Natural Philosophy before the Scientific Revolution
The Natural Philosophy of Leibniz
A Preliminary Discourse on the Study of Natural Philosophy
General Books publication date: 2009 Original publication date: 1837 Original Publisher: Longman, Brown,
Green

A Journal of Natural Philosophy, Chemistry and the Arts
Dick Popkin and James Force have attended a number of recent conferences where it was apparent that
much new and important research was being done in the fields of interpreting Newton's and Spinoza's
contributions as biblical scholars and of the relationship between their biblical scholarship and other aspects
of their particular philosophies. This collection represents the best current research in this area. It stands
alone as the only work to bring together the best current work on these topics. Its primary audience is
specialised scholars of the thought of Newton and Spinoza as well as historians of the philosophical ideas of
the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.

The Mechanization of Natural Philosophy
Galileo’s dictum that the book of nature “is written in the language of mathematics” is emblematic of the
accepted view that the scientific revolution hinged on the conceptual and methodological integration of
mathematics and natural philosophy. Although the mathematization of nature is a distinctive and crucial
feature of the emergence of modern science in the seventeenth century, this volume shows that it was a far
more complex, contested, and context-dependent phenomenon than the received historiography has
indicated, and that philosophical controversies about the implications of mathematization cannot be
understood in isolation from broader social developments related to the status and practice of mathematics
in various commercial, political, and academic institutions. Contributors: Roger Ariew, U of South Florida;
Richard T. W. Arthur, McMaster U; Lesley B. Cormack, U of Alberta; Daniel Garber, Princeton U; Ursula
Goldenbaum, Emory U; Dana Jalobeanu, U of Bucharest; Douglas Jesseph, U of South Florida; Carla Rita
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Palmerino, Radboud U, Nijmegen and Open U of the Netherlands; Eileen Reeves, Princeton U; Christopher
Smeenk, Western U; Justin E. H. Smith, U of Paris 7; Kurt Smith, Bloomsburg U of Pennsylvania.

Plato's Natural Philosophy
In this book, 13 leading philosophers of science focus on the work of Professor Howard Stein, best known
for his study of the intimate connection between philosophy and natural science. Also included is a
comprehensive bibliography of Howard Stein's writings.

John Dee's Natural Philosophy
Towards the end of his life, Descartes published the first four parts of a projected six-part work, The
Principles of Philosophy. This was intended to be the definitive statement of his complete system of
philosophy. Gaukroger examines the whole system, and reconstructs the last two parts from Descartes' other
writings.

The Natural Philosophy of Plant Form
The Mechanisation of Natural Philosophy is devoted to various aspects of the transformation of natural
philosophy during the 16th and 17th centuries that is usually described as mechanical philosophy . Drawing
the border between the old Aristotelianism and the new mechanical philosophy faces historians with a
delicate task, if not an impossible mission. There were many natural philosophers who actually crossed the
border between the two worlds, and, inside each of these worlds, there was a vast spectrum of doctrines,
arguments and intellectual practices. The expression mechanical philosophy is burdened with ambiguities. It
may refer to at least three different enterprises: a description of nature in mathematical terms; the comparison
of natural phenomena to existing or imaginary machines; the use in natural philosophy of mechanical
analogies, i.e. analogies conceived in terms of matter and motion alone.However mechanical philosophy is
defined, its ambition was greater than its real successes. There were few mathematisations of phenomena. The
machines of mechanical philosophers were not only imaginary, but had little to do with the machines of
mecanicians. In most of the natural sciences, analogies in terms of matter and motion alone failed to provide
satisfactory accounts of phenomena.By the same authors: Mechanics and Natural Philosophy before the
Scientific Revolution (Boston Studies in the Philosophy of Science 254).

The Dynamics of Aristotelian Natural Philosophy from Antiquity to the Seventeenth Century
The Royal Institute of Philosophy has been sponsoring conferences in alternate years since 1969. These have
from the start been intended to be of interest to persons who are not philosophers by profession. They have
mainly focused on interdisciplinary areas such as the philosophies of psychology, education and the social
sciences. The volumes arising from these conferences have included discussions between philosophers and
distinguished practitioners of other disciplines relevant to the chosen topic. Beginning with the 1979
conference on 'Law, Morality and Rights' and the 1981 conference on 'Space, Time and Causality' these
volumes are now constituted as a series. It is h

The Transformation of Natural Philosophy
CONTENTS Paul J.J.M BakkerIntroduction Cristina CeramiL’éternel par soi Jean-Baptiste
BrenetAlexandre d’Aphrodise ou le matérialiste malgré lui Dag Nikolaus HasseAverroes’ Critique of
Ptolemy and Its Reception by John of Jandun andAgostino Nifo Silvia DonatiIs Celestial Motion a Natural
Motion? Cecilia TrifogliThe Reception of Averroes’ View on Motion in the Latin West Edith Dudley
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Grounds of Natural Philosophy
Throughout the history of the Western world, science has possessed an extraordinary amount of authority
and prestige. And while its pedestal has been jostled by numerous evolutions and revolutions, science has
always managed to maintain its stronghold as the knowing enterprise that explains how the natural world
works: we treat such legendary scientists as Galileo, Newton, Darwin, and Einstein with admiration and
reverence because they offer profound and sustaining insight into the meaning of the universe. In The
Intelligibility of Nature, Peter Dear considers how science as such has evolved and how it has marshaled itself
to make sense of the world. His intellectual journey begins with a crucial observation: that the enterprise of
science is, and has been, directed toward two distinct but frequently conflated ends—doing and knowing.
The ancient Greeks developed this distinction of value between craft on the one hand and understanding on
the other, and according to Dear, that distinction has survived to shape attitudes toward science ever since.
Teasing out this tension between doing and knowing during key episodes in the history of
science—mechanical philosophy and Newtonian gravitation, elective affinities and the chemical revolution,
enlightened natural history and taxonomy, evolutionary biology, the dynamical theory of electromagnetism,
and quantum theory—Dear reveals how the two principles became formalized into a single enterprise,
science, that would be carried out by a new kind of person, the scientist. Finely nuanced and elegantly
conceived, The Intelligibility of Nature will be essential reading for aficionados and historians of science alike.

Greek Natural Philosophy: The Presocratics and Their Importance for Environmental
Philosophy (First Edition)
Gregor Reisch's The Philosophic pearl (Margarita Philosophica), first published in 1503, was the first
extensive printed text discussing the disciplines taught at university to achieve widespread dissemination. It is
presented as a dialogue between master and pupil, covering the seven liberal arts, natural philosophy and
moral philosophy, and with illustrations throughout. It has received remarkably little attention in its own
right as a work of education which helped shape the world view of sixteenth-century educated men. Its
author was a Carthusian monk. Offered here is a translation, with annotation and an extensive introduction,
of the four books on natural philosophy, the predecessor of modern science. Natural philosophy for Reisch
was a discipline which was as concerned with God and the Bible as it was with Nature and Aristotle.
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