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How to Argue with a Racist
'Clements has a knack for writing suspenseful sure-footed conflict scenes: His recounting of the Korean
invasion led by samurai and daimyo Toyotomi Hideyoshi reads like a thriller. If you're looking for a
samurai primer, Clements' guide will keep you on the hook' Japan Times, reviewed as part of an
Essential Reading for Japanophiles series From a leading expert in Japanese history, this is one of the
first full histories of the art and culture of the Samurai warrior. The Samurai emerged as a warrior caste
in Medieval Japan and would have a powerful influence on the history and culture of the country from
the next 500 years. Clements also looks at the Samurai wars that tore Japan apart in the 17th and 18th
centuries and how the caste was finally demolished in the advent of the mechanized world.

A Brief History of the Human Race
*FROM THE BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF A BRIEF HISTORY OF EVERYONE WHO EVER
LIVED and HOW TO ARGUE WITH A RACIST* WHAT MAKES US HUMAN? Waging war? Sex
for pleasure? Creating art? Mastery of fire? In this thrilling tour of the animal kingdom, Adam
Rutherford tells the story of how we became the unique creatures we are today. Illuminated by the latest
scientific discoveries, THE BOOK OF HUMANS is a dazzling compendium of what unequivocally
fixes us as animals, and reveals how we are extraordinary among them. *** 'Adam Rutherford is a
superb communicator, who eruditely explores the borderlands of history, archaeology, genetics and
anthropology in this fascinating tour of our species' DAN SNOW 'This superbly accessible discussion
about who we humans really are is important and necessary' CHRIS PACKHAM 'Charming, compelling
and packed with information. I learned more about biology from this short book than I did from years of
science lessons' PETER FRANKOPAN 'An outstandingly clear and witty account that shows beyond
doubt how much we are part of the animal world, and yet at the same time how different we have
become' HENRY MARSH

Creation
"How scientists are closer than ever to not only uncovering the mystery of how life was created, but to
replicating that moment Within the first billion years after this planet formed, a spark of life
spontaneously ignited, turning inanimate chemicals into what we now would recognize as a living thing:
a cell. Four billion years later, science has catalogued more than a million species. Science writer Adam
Page 1/14

Online PDF A Brief History Of Everyone Who Ever Lived The Human Story
Retold Through Our Genes
Rutherford shows how unprecedented advances in our understanding of life have equipped us with the
ability to create entirely new life-forms: goats that produce spider silk in their milk, bacteria that excrete
diesel, genetic codes that identify and destroy cancer cells. This new synthetic biology is poised to offer
radical new solutions to the crises of food shortage, pandemic disease, and climate change. By charting
the history of our evolution, questioning what life really is, and identifying the milestones in our
understanding of biological processes, Rutherford shows how this frontier of science will kickstart an
industrial revolution that will dominate the rest of this century"--Provided by publisher.

A Short History of Nearly Everything
This book provides a representation of a world in which none of us have lived and of its potential
dynamics. It looks at the interaction of tendencies such as democratization, technological expansion,
regional integration, and the obsolescence of war, and discusses U.S. role in changing world order.

Who We Are and How We Got Here
Official U.S. edition with full color illustrations throughout. NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Yuval
Noah Harari, author of the critically-acclaimed New York Times bestseller and international
phenomenon Sapiens, returns with an equally original, compelling, and provocative book, turning his
focus toward humanity’s future, and our quest to upgrade humans into gods. Over the past century
humankind has managed to do the impossible and rein in famine, plague, and war. This may seem hard
to accept, but, as Harari explains in his trademark style—thorough, yet riveting—famine, plague and war
have been transformed from incomprehensible and uncontrollable forces of nature into manageable
challenges. For the first time ever, more people die from eating too much than from eating too little;
more people die from old age than from infectious diseases; and more people commit suicide than are
killed by soldiers, terrorists and criminals put together. The average American is a thousand times more
likely to die from binging at McDonalds than from being blown up by Al Qaeda. What then will replace
famine, plague, and war at the top of the human agenda? As the self-made gods of planet earth, what
destinies will we set ourselves, and which quests will we undertake? Homo Deus explores the projects,
dreams and nightmares that will shape the twenty-first century—from overcoming death to creating
artificial life. It asks the fundamental questions: Where do we go from here? And how will we protect
this fragile world from our own destructive powers? This is the next stage of evolution. This is Homo
Deus. With the same insight and clarity that made Sapiens an international hit and a New York Times
bestseller, Harari maps out our future.

Homo Deus
Why aren’t we more like other apes? How did we win the evolutionary race? Find out how “wise” Homo
sapiens really are. Prehistory has never been more exciting: New discoveries are overturning long-held
theories left and right. Stone tools in Australia date back 65,000 years—a time when, we once thought, the
first Sapiens had barely left Africa. DNA sequencing has unearthed a new hominid group—the
Denisovans—and confirmed that crossbreeding with them (and Neanderthals) made Homo sapiens who
we are today. A Pocket History of Human Evolution brings us up-to-date on the exploits of all our
ancient relatives. Paleoanthropologist Silvana Condemi and science journalist François Savatier consider
what accelerated our evolution: Was it tools, our “large” brains, language, empathy, or something else
entirely? And why are we the sole surviviors among many early bipedal humans? Their conclusions
reveal the various ways ancient humans live on today—from gossip as modern “grooming” to our
gendered division of labor—and what the future might hold for our strange and unique species.
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A Brief History of Liberty
New York Times Best Seller How will Artificial Intelligence affect crime, war, justice, jobs, society and
our very sense of being human? The rise of AI has the potential to transform our future more than any
other technology—and there’s nobody better qualified or situated to explore that future than Max
Tegmark, an MIT professor who’s helped mainstream research on how to keep AI beneficial. How can
we grow our prosperity through automation without leaving people lacking income or purpose? What
career advice should we give today’s kids? How can we make future AI systems more robust, so that
they do what we want without crashing, malfunctioning or getting hacked? Should we fear an arms race
in lethal autonomous weapons? Will machines eventually outsmart us at all tasks, replacing humans on
the job market and perhaps altogether? Will AI help life flourish like never before or give us more power
than we can handle? What sort of future do you want? This book empowers you to join what may be the
most important conversation of our time. It doesn’t shy away from the full range of viewpoints or from
the most controversial issues—from superintelligence to meaning, consciousness and the ultimate
physical limits on life in the cosmos.

Me, Myself, and Why
Stephen Hawking was recognized as one of the greatest minds of our time and a figure of inspiration
after defying his ALS diagnosis at age twenty-one. He is known for both his breakthroughs in theoretical
physics as well as his ability to make complex concepts accessible for all, and was beloved for his
mischievous sense of humor. At the time of his death, Hawking was working on a final project: a book
compiling his answers to the "big" questions that he was so often posed--questions that ranged beyond
his academic field. Within these pages, he provides his personal views on our biggest challenges as a
human race, and where we, as a planet, are heading next. Each section will be introduced by a leading
thinker offering his or her own insight into Professor Hawking's contribution to our understanding. The
book will also feature a foreword from Academy Award winning actor Eddie Redmayne, who portrayed
Hawking in the film The Theory of Everything, and an afterword by Hawking's daughter, Lucy
Hawking, as well as personal photographs and additional archival material.

Life's Greatest Secret
Longlisted for the National Book Award and a Washington Post Best Book of the Year "Gorgeous…A
writer of profound emotional depths." —New York Times Book Review Since his award-winning debut
collection of stories, Last Days of the Dog-Men, Brad Watson has been expanding the literary traditions
of the South in work as melancholy, witty, strange, and lovely as any in America. Drawing on the true
story of his great-aunt, he explores the life of Miss Jane Chisolm, born in rural, early-twentieth-century
Mississippi with a genital birth defect that excludes her from the roles traditional for a woman of her
time and place and frees her to live her life as she pleases. With irrepressible vitality and generosity of
spirit, Miss Jane mesmerizes those around her, exerting an unearthly fascination that lives beyond her
still.

The Brief History of the Dead
NATIONAL BESTSELLER Stephen Hawking has dazzled readers worldwide with a string of
bestsellers exploring the mysteries of the universe. Now, for the first time, perhaps the most brilliant
cosmologist of our age turns his gaze inward for a revealing look at his own life and intellectual
evolution. My Brief History recounts Stephen Hawking’s improbable journey, from his postwar London
boyhood to his years of international acclaim and celebrity. Lavishly illustrated with rarely seen
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photographs, this concise, witty, and candid account introduces readers to a Hawking rarely glimpsed in
previous books: the inquisitive schoolboy whose classmates nicknamed him Einstein; the jokester who
once placed a bet with a colleague over the existence of a particular black hole; and the young husband
and father struggling to gain a foothold in the world of physics and cosmology. Writing with
characteristic humility and humor, Hawking opens up about the challenges that confronted him
following his diagnosis of ALS at age twenty-one. Tracing his development as a thinker, he explains
how the prospect of an early death urged him onward through numerous intellectual breakthroughs, and
talks about the genesis of his masterpiece A Brief History of Time—one of the iconic books of the
twentieth century. Clear-eyed, intimate, and wise, My Brief History opens a window for the rest of us
into Hawking’s personal cosmos.

A Brief History of Misogyny
'You will not find a better, more balanced or up-to-date take on either the origin of life or synthetic
biology. Essential reading' Observer Creation by Adam Rutherford tells the entire spellbinding story of
life in two gripping narratives. 'Prepare to be astounded. There are moments when this book is so
gripping it reads like a thriller' Mail on Sunday The Origin of Life is a four-billion-year detective story
that uses the latest science to explain what life is and where it first came from, dealing with life's biggest
questions and arriving at a thrilling answer. 'A superbly written explanation' Brian Cox The Future of
Life introduces an extraordinary technological revolution: 'synthetic biology', the ability to create
entirely new life forms within the lab. Adam Rutherford explains how this remarkable innovation works
and presents a powerful argument for its benefit to humankind. 'The reader's sense of awe at the wellnigh inconceivable nature of nature is suitably awakened. The extraordinary science and Rutherford's
argument are worth every reader's scrutiny. Fascinating' Sunday Telegraph 'One of the most eloquent
and genuinely thoughtful books on science over the past decade. You will not find a better, more
balanced or up-to-date take on the origin of life or synthetic biology. Essential reading for anyone
interested in the coming revolution, which could indeed rival the Industrial Revolution or the internet'
Observer 'The perfect primer on the past and future of DNA' Guardian 'Susenseful, erudite and thrilling'
Prospect 'A witty, engaging and eye-opening explanation of the basic units of life, right back to our
common ancestors and on to their incredible synthetic future. The mark of a really good science book, it
shows that the questions we still have are just as exciting as the answers we already know' Dara O Briain
'This is a quite delightful two-books-in-one. Rutherford's lightness of touch in describing the dizzying
complexity of life at the cellular level in The Origin of Life only serves to emphasise the sheer scale and
ambition of the emerging field of synthetic biology' Jim Al Khalili 'A fascinating glimpse into our past
and future. Rutherford's illuminating book is full of optimism about what we might be able to achieve'
Sunday Times 'Fresh, original and excellent. An eye-opening look at how we are modifying and
constructing life. Totally fascinating' PopularScience.co.uk 'In this book of two halves, Rutherford tells
the epic history of life on earth, and eloquently argues the case for embracing technology which allows
us to become biological designers' Alice Roberts 'An engaging account of both the mystery of life's
origin and its impending resolution as well as a fascinating glimpse of the impending birth of a new,
synthetic biology'' Matt Ridley, author of Genome 'I warmly recommend Creation. Rutherford's
academic background in genetics gives him a firm grasp of the intricacies of biochemistry - and he
translates these superbly into clear English' Financial Times Dr Adam Rutherford is a geneticist, writer
and broadcaster. He presents BBC Radio 4's weekly programme Inside Science and his documentaries
include the award-winning series The Cell (BBC4), The Gene Code (BBC4), Horizon: 'Playing God'
(BBC2) as well as numerous other programmes for BBC Radio 4. This is his first book. TGTCGTGAA
GCTACTATTTAAAATGCCACAGTGAAAGATTAAACGCCCGAAAACGGGGTGATAAATGGA
CGGTAAGTTCCCGACTAAACGTGTTAAATG

A Brief History of Seven Killings
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Utilizing a question and answer format, the philosopher and spiritual teacher discusses multiculturalism,
political correctness, spiritual enlightenment, gender wars, modern liberation movements, and the course
of evolution. Reprint.

The History of the Snowman
The beloved debut novel about an affluent Indian family forever changed by one fateful day in 1969,
from the author of The Ministry of Utmost Happiness NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • MAN
BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared favorably to the works of Faulkner and Dickens, Arundhati
Roy’s modern classic is equal parts powerful family saga, forbidden love story, and piercing political
drama. The seven-year-old twins Estha and Rahel see their world shaken irrevocably by the arrival of
their beautiful young cousin, Sophie. It is an event that will lead to an illicit liaison and tragedies
accidental and intentional, exposing “big things [that] lurk unsaid” in a country drifting dangerously
toward unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving, The God of Small Things is an award-winning landmark
that started for its author an esteemed career of fiction and political commentary that continues unabated.

Cowardice
David Reich describes how the revolution in the ability to sequence ancient DNA has changed our
understanding of the deep human past. This book tells the emerging story of our often surprising
ancestry - the extraordinary ancient migrations and mixtures of populations that have made us who we
are.

A Brief History of Vice
A shorter, more accessible edition of a now-classic survey of the origin and nature of the universe
features new full-color illustrations and an expanded, easier to understand treatment of the volume's
more important theoretical concepts.

A Briefer History of Time
In this compelling, powerful book, highly respected writer and commentator Jack Holland sets out to
answer a daunting question: how do you explain the oppression and brutalization of half the world's
population by the other half, throughout history? The result takes the reader on an eye-opening journey
through centuries, continents and civilizations as it looks at both historical and contemporary attitudes to
women. Encompassing the Church, witch hunts, sexual theory, Nazism and pro-life campaigners, we
arrive at today's developing world, where women are increasingly and disproportionately at risk because
of radicalised religious belief, famine, war and disease. Well-informed and researched, highly readable
and thought-provoking, this is no outmoded feminist polemic: it's a refreshingly straightforward
investigation into an ancient, pervasive and enduring injustice. It deals with the fundamentals of human
existence -- sex, love, violence -- that have shaped the lives of humans throughout history. The answer?
It's time to recognize that the treatment of women amounts to nothing less than an abuse of human rights
on an unthinkable scale. A Brief History of Misogyny is an important and timely book that will make a
long-lasting contribution to the efforts to improve those rights throughout the world.

A Brief History of Oversharing
Everyone has heard of the story of DNA as the story of Watson and Crick and Rosalind Franklin, but
knowing the structure of DNA was only a part of a greater struggle to understand life’s secrets. Life’s
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Greatest Secret is the story of the discovery and cracking of the genetic code, the thing that ultimately
enables a spiraling molecule to give rise to the life that exists all around us. This great scientific
breakthrough has had farreaching consequences for how we understand ourselves and our place in the
natural world, and for how we might take control of our (and life’s) future. Life’s Greatest Secret mixes
remarkable insights, theoretical dead-ends, and ingenious experiments with the swift pace of a thriller.
From New York to Paris, Cambridge, Massachusetts, to Cambridge, England, and London to Moscow,
the greatest discovery of twentieth-century biology was truly a global feat. Biologist and historian of
science Matthew Cobb gives the full and rich account of the cooperation and competition between the
eccentric characters—mathematicians, physicists, information theorists, and biologists—who contributed to
this revolutionary new science. And, while every new discovery was a leap forward for science, Cobb
shows how every new answer inevitably led to new questions that were at least as difficult to answer:
just ask anyone who had hoped that the successful completion of the Human Genome Project was going
to truly yield the book of life, or that a better understanding of epigenetics or “junk DNA” was going to
be the final piece of the puzzle. But the setbacks and unexpected discoveries are what make the science
exciting, and it is Matthew Cobb’s telling that makes them worth reading. This is a riveting story of
humans exploring what it is that makes us human and how the world works, and it is essential reading
for anyone who’d like to explore those questions for themselves.

The Gene
Coward. It's a grave insult, likely to provoke anger, shame, even violence. But what exactly is
cowardice? When terrorists are called cowards, does it mean the same as when the term is applied to
soldiers? And what, if anything, does cowardice have to do with the rest of us? Bringing together
sources from court-martial cases to literary and film classics such as Dante's Inferno, The Red Badge of
Courage, and The Thin Red Line, Cowardice recounts the great harm that both cowards and the fear of
seeming cowardly have done, and traces the idea of cowardice’s power to its evolutionary roots. But
Chris Walsh also shows that this power has faded, most dramatically on the battlefield. Misconduct that
earlier might have been punished as cowardice has more recently often been treated medically, as an
adverse reaction to trauma, and Walsh explores a parallel therapeutic shift that reaches beyond war, into
the realms of politics, crime, philosophy, religion, and love. Yet, as Walsh indicates, the therapeutic has
not altogether triumphed—contempt for cowardice endures, and he argues that such contempt can be a
good thing. Courage attracts much more of our attention, but rigorously understanding cowardice may
be more morally useful, for it requires us to think critically about our duties and our fears, and it helps us
to act ethically when fear and duty conflict. Richly illustrated and filled with fascinating stories and
insights, Cowardice is the first sustained analysis of a neglected but profound and pervasive feature of
human experience.

The Book of Humans
Once languages become written, they change. Only in writing does language develop the artfulness and
richness that we associate with a Shakespeare, a Proust or a Whitman. Yet over the last forty years, the
English-language has effectively gone into reverse - taking our lead from America and the legacy of the
1960s, our culture increasingly privileges the oral over the written, spurning the art of elaborated,
'written'-style language in favour of returning to the state of a spoken culture. Parallel developments
have occurred in music. In this controversial and thought-provoking book, John McWhorter argues that
the 1960's rejection of cultural traits associated with the Establishment, as well as a democratic
celebration of what anyone can do over what requires training or talent, has led to our culture being
increasingly impoverished, both intellectually and artistically
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A Brief History of Doom
Who made the first snowman? Who first came up with the idea of placing snowballs on top of each
other, and who decided they would use a carrot for a nose? Most puzzling of all: How can this mystery
ever be solved, with all the evidence long since melted? The snowman appears everywhere on
practically everything -- from knickknacks to greeting cards to seasonal sweaters we plan to return.
Whenever we see big snowballs our first impulse is to deck them out with a top hat. Humorist and writer
Bob Eckstein has long been fascinated by this ubiquitous symbol of wintertime fun -- and finally, for the
first time, one of the world's most popular icons gets his due. A thoroughly entertaining exploration, The
History of the Snowman travels back in time to shed light on the snowman's enigmatic past -- from the
present day, in which the snowman reigns as the King of Kitsch, to the Dark Ages, with the creation of
the very first snowman. Eckstein's curiosity began playfully enough, but soon snowballed into a (mostly)
earnest quest of chasing Frosty around the world, into museums and libraries, and seeking out the advice
of leading historians and scholars. The result is a riveting history that reaches back through centuries and
across cultures -- sweeping from fifteenth-century Italian snowballs to eighteenth-century Russian ice
sculptures to the regrettable "white-trash years" (1975-2000). The snowman is not just part of our
childhood memories, but is an integral part of our world culture, appearing -- much like a frozen Forrest
Gump -- alongside dignitaries and celebrities during momentous events. Again and again, the snowman
pops up in rare prints, paintings, early movies, advertising and, over the past century, in every art form
imaginable. And the jolly snowman -- ostensibly as pure as the driven snow -- also harbors a dark past
full of political intrigue, sex, and violence. With more than two hundred illustrations and a special
section of the best snowman cartoons, The History of the Snowman is a truly original winter classic -smart, surprisingly enlightening, and quite simply the coolest book ever.

The Science of Storytelling
As diverse as people appear to be, all of our genes and brains are nearly identical. In Me, Myself, and
Why, Jennifer Ouellette dives into the miniscule ranges of variation to understand just what sets us apart.
She draws on cutting-edge research in genetics, neuroscience, and psychology-enlivened as always with
her signature sense of humor-to explore the mysteries of human identity and behavior. Readers follow
her own surprising journey of self-discovery as she has her genome sequenced, her brain mapped, her
personality typed, and even samples a popular hallucinogen. Bringing together everything from
Mendel's famous pea plant experiments and mutations in The X-Men to our taste for cilantro and our
relationships with virtual avatars, Ouellette takes us on an endlessly thrilling and illuminating trip into
the science of ourselves

Brief Answers to the Big Questions
An illustrated, large-format edition of the best-seller has been expanded to encompass the remarkable
advances that have occurred in science and technology over the past eight years, with a new chapter on
Wormholes and Time Travel and more than 240 full-color, captioned illustrations. 100,000 first printing.

Life 3.0
The Church was the central institution of the European Middle Ages, and the foundation of medieval
life. Professor Lynch's admirable survey (concentrating on the western church, and emphasising ideas
and trends over personalities) meets a long-felt need for a single-volume comprehensive history,
designed for students and non-specialists.
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Creation
New York Times Bestseller A Summer Reading Pick for President Barack Obama, Bill Gates, and Mark
Zuckerberg From a renowned historian comes a groundbreaking narrative of humanity’s creation and
evolution—a #1 international bestseller—that explores the ways in which biology and history have defined
us and enhanced our understanding of what it means to be “human.” One hundred thousand years ago, at
least six different species of humans inhabited Earth. Yet today there is only one—homo sapiens. What
happened to the others? And what may happen to us? Most books about the history of humanity pursue
either a historical or a biological approach, but Dr. Yuval Noah Harari breaks the mold with this highly
original book that begins about 70,000 years ago with the appearance of modern cognition. From
examining the role evolving humans have played in the global ecosystem to charting the rise of empires,
Sapiens integrates history and science to reconsider accepted narratives, connect past developments with
contemporary concerns, and examine specific events within the context of larger ideas. Dr. Harari also
compels us to look ahead, because over the last few decades humans have begun to bend laws of natural
selection that have governed life for the past four billion years. We are acquiring the ability to design not
only the world around us, but also ourselves. Where is this leading us, and what do we want to become?
Featuring 27 photographs, 6 maps, and 25 illustrations/diagrams, this provocative and insightful work is
sure to spark debate and is essential reading for aficionados of Jared Diamond, James Gleick, Matt
Ridley, Robert Wright, and Sharon Moalem.

A Brief History of the Crusades
Why did the medieval Church bless William of Normandy's invasion of Christian England in 1066 and
authorise cultural genocide in Provence? How could a Christian army sack Christian Constantinople in
1204? Why did thousands of ordinary men and women, led by knights and ladies, kings and queens,
embark on campaigns of fanatical conquest in the world of Islam? The word 'Crusade' came later, but
the concept of a 'war for the faith' is an ancient one. Geoffrey Hindley instructively unravels the story of
the Christian military expeditions that have perturbed European history, troubled Christian consciences
and embittered Muslim attitudes towards the West. He offers a lively record of the Crusades, from the
Middle East to the pagan Baltic, and fascinating portraits of the major personalities, from Godfrey of
Bouillon, the first Latin ruler of Jerusalem, to Etienne, the visionary French peasant boy who inspired
the tragic Children's Crusade. Addressing questions rarely considered, Hindley sheds new light on
pressing issues surrounding religious division and shows how the Crusades have helped to shape the
modern world and relations between Christian and Muslim countries to this day.

Miss Jane: A Novel
Musings from a "one-man flash mob" (Toronto Star) Comedian Shawn Hitchins explores his irreverent
nature in this debut collection of essays. Hitchins doesn't shy away from his failures or celebrate his mild
successes -- he sacrifices them for an audience's amusement. He roasts his younger self, the effeminate
ginger-haired kid with a competitive streak. The ups and downs of being a sperm donor to a lesbian
couple. Then the fiery redhead professes his love for actress Shelley Long, declares his hatred of musical
theatre, and recounts a summer spent in Provincetown working as a drag queen. Nothing is sacred. His
first major break-up, how his mother plotted the murder of the family cat, his difficult relationship with
his father, becoming an unintentional spokesperson for all redheads, and mandy moore many more.
Blunt, awkward, emotional, ribald, this anthology of humiliation culminates in a greater understanding
of love, work, and family. Like the final scene in a Murder She Wrote episode, A Brief History of
Oversharing promises everyone the A-ha! moment Oprah tells us to experience. Paired with bourbon,
Scottish wool, and Humpty Dumpty Party Mix, this journey is best read through a lens of schadenfreude.
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A Brief History of Everything
Say "algae" and most people think of pond scum. What they don't know is that without algae, none of us
would exist.

A Brief History of the Samurai
The compelling, groundbreaking guide to creative writing that reveals how the brain responds to
storytelling Stories shape who we are. They drive us to act out our dreams and ambitions and mold our
beliefs. Storytelling is an essential part of what makes us human. So, how do master storytellers compel
us? In The Science of Storytelling, award-winning writer and acclaimed teacher of creative writing Will
Storr applies dazzling psychological research and cutting-edge neuroscience to our myths and archetypes
to show how we can write better stories, revealing, among other things, how storytellers—and also our
brains—create worlds by being attuned to moments of unexpected change. Will Storr’s superbly chosen
examples range from Harry Potter to Jane Austen to Alice Walker, Greek drama to Russian novels to
Native American folk tales, King Lear to Breaking Bad to children’s stories. With sections such as “The
Dramatic Question,” “Creating a World,” and “Plot, Endings, and Meaning,” as well as a practical, stepby-step appendix dedicated to “The Sacred Flaw Approach,” The Science of Storytelling reveals just
what makes stories work, placing it alongside such creative writing classics as John Yorke’s Into the
Woods: A Five-Act Journey into Story and Lajos Egri’s The Art of Dramatic Writing. Enlightening and
empowering, The Science of Storytelling is destined to become an invaluable resource for writers of all
stripes, whether novelist, screenwriter, playwright, or writer of creative or traditional nonfiction.

A Pocket History of Human Evolution
The God of Small Things
One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling writers takes his ultimate journey -- into the most
intriguing and intractable questions that science seeks to answer. In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson
trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well, most of it. In In A Sunburned Country, he confronted some of the
most lethal wildlife Australia has to offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge:
to understand -- and, if possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the
universe and ourselves. Taking as territory everything from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization,
Bryson seeks to understand how we got from there being nothing at all to there being us. To that end, he
has attached himself to a host of the world’s most advanced (and often obsessed) archaeologists,
anthropologists, and mathematicians, travelling to their offices, laboratories, and field camps. He has
read (or tried to read) their books, pestered them with questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful
minds. A Short History of Nearly Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes profound,
sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in the realms of human
knowledge, as only Bill Bryson can render it. Science has never been more involving or entertaining.
From the Hardcover edition.

The Illustrated a Brief History of Time
Resistance to malaria. Blue eyes. Lactose tolerance. What do all of these traits have in common? Every
one of them has emerged in the last 10,000 years. Scientists have long believed that the “great leap
forward” that occurred some 40,000 to 50,000 years ago in Europe marked end of significant biological
evolution in humans. In this stunningly original account of our evolutionary history, top scholars
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Gregory Cochran and Henry Harpending reject this conventional wisdom and reveal that the human
species has undergone a storm of genetic change much more recently. Human evolution in fact
accelerated after civilization arose, they contend, and these ongoing changes have played a pivotal role
in human history. They argue that biology explains the expansion of the Indo-Europeans, the European
conquest of the Americas, and European Jews' rise to intellectual prominence. In each of these cases, the
key was recent genetic change: adult milk tolerance in the early Indo-Europeans that allowed for a new
way of life, increased disease resistance among the Europeans settling America, and new versions of
neurological genes among European Jews. Ranging across subjects as diverse as human domestication,
Neanderthal hybridization, and IQ tests, Cochran and Harpending's analysis demonstrates convincingly
that human genetics have changed and can continue to change much more rapidly than scientists have
previously believed. A provocative and fascinating new look at human evolution that turns conventional
wisdom on its head, The 10,000 Year Explosion reveals the ongoing interplay between culture and
biology in the making of the human race.

Doing Our Own Thing
Through a fusion of philosophical, social scientific, and historical methods, A Brief History of Liberty
provides a comprehensive, philosophically-informed portrait of the elusive nature of one of our most
cherished ideals. Offers a succinct yet thorough survey of personal freedom Explores the true meaning
of liberty, drawing philosophical lessons about liberty from history Considers the writings of key
historical figures from Socrates and Erasmus to Hobbes, Locke, Marx, and Adam Smith Combines
philosophical rigor with social scientific analysis Argues that liberty refers to a range of related but
specific ideas rather than limiting the concept to one definition

A Brief History of Everyone Who Ever Lived
National Book Critics Circle Award—2017 Nonfiction Finalist “Nothing less than a tour de force—a heady
amalgam of science, history, a little bit of anthropology and plenty of nuanced, captivating
storytelling.”—The New York Times Book Review, Editor's Choice A National Geographic Best Book of
2017 In our unique genomes, every one of us carries the story of our species—births, deaths, disease, war,
famine, migration, and a lot of sex. But those stories have always been locked away—until now. Who are
our ancestors? Where did they come from? Geneticists have suddenly become historians, and the hard
evidence in our DNA has blown the lid off what we thought we knew. Acclaimed science writer Adam
Rutherford explains exactly how genomics is completely rewriting the human story—from 100,000 years
ago to the present.

The 10,000 Year Explosion
The #1 NEW YORK TIMES Bestseller The basis for the PBS Ken Burns Documentary The Gene: An
Intimate History From the Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Emperor of All Maladies—a fascinating
history of the gene and “a magisterial account of how human minds have laboriously, ingeniously picked
apart what makes us tick” (Elle). "Sid Mukherjee has the uncanny ability to bring together science,
history, and the future in a way that is understandable and riveting, guiding us through both time and the
mystery of life itself." –Ken Burns “Dr. Siddhartha Mukherjee dazzled readers with his Pulitzer Prizewinning The Emperor of All Maladies in 2010. That achievement was evidently just a warm-up for his
virtuoso performance in The Gene: An Intimate History, in which he braids science, history, and memoir
into an epic with all the range and biblical thunder of Paradise Lost” (The New York Times). In this
biography Mukherjee brings to life the quest to understand human heredity and its surprising influence
on our lives, personalities, identities, fates, and choices. “Mukherjee expresses abstract intellectual ideas
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through emotional stories…[and] swaddles his medical rigor with rhapsodic tenderness, surprising
vulnerability, and occasional flashes of pure poetry” (The Washington Post). Throughout, the story of
Mukherjee’s own family—with its tragic and bewildering history of mental illness—reminds us of the
questions that hang over our ability to translate the science of genetics from the laboratory to the real
world. In riveting and dramatic prose, he describes the centuries of research and experimentation—from
Aristotle and Pythagoras to Mendel and Darwin, from Boveri and Morgan to Crick, Watson and
Franklin, all the way through the revolutionary twenty-first century innovators who mapped the human
genome. “A fascinating and often sobering history of how humans came to understand the roles of genes
in making us who we are—and what our manipulation of those genes might mean for our future”
(Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel), The Gene is the revelatory and magisterial history of a scientific idea
coming to life, the most crucial science of our time, intimately explained by a master. “The Gene is a
book we all should read” (USA TODAY).

My Brief History
A concise history of the last few millennia of humankind discusses such topics as the Mesoamerican
calendars, cultural expression, the seemingly disproportionate role of the West in shaping the modern
world, the increase in global unification, and the contingencies that have governed broad historical
change. Reprint. 10,000 first printing.

Humans: A Brief History of How We F*cked It All Up
Financial crises happen time and again in post-industrial economies—and they are extraordinarily
damaging. Building on insights gleaned from many years of work in the banking industry and drawing
on a vast trove of data, Richard Vague argues that such crises follow a pattern that makes them both
predictable and avoidable. A Brief History of Doom examines a series of major crises over the past 200
years in the United States, Great Britain, Germany, France, Japan, and China—including the Great
Depression and the economic meltdown of 2008. Vague demonstrates that the over-accumulation of
private debt does a better job than any other variable of explaining and predicting financial crises. In a
series of clear and gripping chapters, he shows that in each case the rapid growth of loans produced
widespread overcapacity, which then led to the spread of bad loans and bank failures. This cycle,
according to Vague, is the essence of financial crises and the script they invariably follow. The story of
financial crisis is fundamentally the story of private debt and runaway lending. Convinced that we have
it within our power to break the cycle, Vague provides the tools to enable politicians, bankers, and
private citizens to recognize and respond to the danger signs before it begins again.

A Brief History Of The Future
Winner of the 2015 Man Booker Prize A recipient of the 2015 American Book Award One of the Top
10 Books of 2014 – Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times A New York Times Book Review Notable
Book Named a best book of the year by: The New York Times Chicago Tribune The Washington Post
The Boston Globe Time Newsweek The Huffington Post The Seattle Times The Houston Chronicle
Publishers Weekly Library Journal Popsugar BookPage BuzzFeed Books Salon Kansas City Star L
Magazine From the acclaimed author of The Book of Night Women comes a “musical, electric,
fantastically profane” (The New York Times) epic that explores the tumultuous world of Jamaica over
the past three decades. In A Brief History of Seven Killings, Marlon James combines brilliant
storytelling with his unrivaled skills of characterization and meticulous eye for detail to forge an
enthralling novel of dazzling ambition and scope. On December 3, 1976, just before the Jamaican
general election and two days before Bob Marley was to play the Smile Jamaica Concert to ease political
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tensions in Kingston, seven gunmen stormed the singer’s house, machine guns blazing. The attack
wounded Marley, his wife, and his manager, and injured several others. Little was officially released
about the gunmen, but much has been whispered, gossiped and sung about in the streets of West
Kingston. Rumors abound regarding the assassins’ fates, and there are suspicions that the attack was
politically motivated. A Brief History of Seven Killings delves deep into that dangerous and unstable
time in Jamaica’s history and beyond. James deftly chronicles the lives of a host of unforgettable
characters – gunmen, drug dealers, one-night stands, CIA agents, even ghosts – over the course of thirty
years as they roam the streets of 1970s Kingston, dominate the crack houses of 1980s New York, and
ultimately reemerge into the radically altered Jamaica of the 1990s. Along the way, they learn that evil
does indeed cast long shadows, that justice and retribution are inextricably linked, and that no one can
truly escape his fate. Gripping and inventive, shocking and irresistible, A Brief History of Seven Killings
is a mesmerizing modern classic of power, mystery, and insight. From the Hardcover edition.

The Medieval Church
Modern humans have come a long way in the seventy thousand years they’ve walked the earth. Art,
science, culture, trade—on the evolutionary food chain, we’re true winners. But it hasn’t always been
smooth sailing, and sometimes—just occasionally—we’ve managed to truly f*ck things up. Weaving
together history, science, politics and pop culture, Humans offers a panoramic exploration of humankind
in all its glory, or lack thereof. From Lucy, our first ancestor, who fell out of a tree and died, to General
Zhou Shou of China, who stored gunpowder in his palace before a lantern festival, to the Austrian army
attacking itself one drunken night, to the most spectacular fails of the present day, Humans reveals how
even the most mundane mistakes can shift the course of civilization as we know it. Lively, wry and
brimming with brilliant insight, this unique compendium offers a fresh take on world history and is one
of the most entertaining reads of the year.

Slime
"Mixing science, humor, and grossly irresponsible self-experimentation, Evans paints a vivid picture of
how bad habits built the world we know and love." —David Wong, author of John Dies at the End
History has never been more fun—or more intoxicating. Guns, germs, and steel might have transformed
us from hunter-gatherers into modern man, but booze, sex, trash talk, and tripping built our civilization.
Cracked editor Robert Evans brings his signature dogged research and lively insight to uncover the
many and magnificent ways vice has influenced history, from the prostitute-turned-empress who scored
a major victory for women’s rights to the beer that helped create—and destroy—South America's first
empire. And Evans goes deeper than simply writing about ancient debauchery; he recreates some of
history's most enjoyable (and most painful) vices and includes guides so you can follow along at home.
You’ll learn how to: • Trip like a Greek philosopher. • Rave like your Stone Age ancestors. • Get drunk
like a Sumerian. • Smoke a nose pipe like a pre–Columbian Native American. A celebration of the brave,
drunken pioneers who built our civilization one seemingly bad decision at a time, A Brief History of
Vice explores a side of the past that mainstream history books prefer to hide. From the Trade Paperback
edition.

Sapiens
From Kevin Brockmeier, one of this generation's most inventive young writers, comes a striking new
novel about death, life, and the mysterious place in between. The City is inhabited by those who have
departed Earth but are still remembered by the living. They will reside in this afterlife until they are
completely forgotten. But the City is shrinking, and the residents clearing out. Some of the holdouts, like
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Luka Sims, who produces the City’s only newspaper, are wondering what exactly is going on. Others,
like Coleman Kinzler, believe it is the beginning of the end. Meanwhile, Laura Byrd is trapped in an
Antarctic research station, her supplies are running low, her radio finds only static, and the power is
failing. With little choice, Laura sets out across the ice to look for help, but time is running out. Kevin
Brockmeier alternates these two storylines to create a lyrical and haunting story about love, loss and the
power of memory.
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